


Foreword
Before the human race ever existed, a wise and beneficent

Godhead made a plan whereby we might gain the privilege of enjoy-
ing life eternal in His paradise of bliss. In the event that human
beings—the crowning act of God’s creation—would succumb to the
tempter and fall into sin, they could be redeemed and restored to
purity and holiness. When the tragic fall of our first parents indeed
occurred, “the Godhead was stirred with pity for the race, and the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit gave Themselves to the working
out of the plan of redemption” (The Review and Herald, May 2, 1912).

Throughout the history of humanity, this plan has been the key to
humans’ entrance into the heavenly courts. Though millions have
passed into the sleep of death, their reward is nonetheless sure. The
trumpet is soon to sound and those who have faithfully obeyed God’s
plan will be resurrected, by His power, to life everlasting. Even for
those who die, one thing is certain: Christ has fully provided the way.
“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts
4:12).

It is an amazing lesson that we study this quarter, as we see what the
Lord has done That I Might Live. Unfortunately, we live today in an age
when many people feel that somehow they are automatically entitled to
enter heaven, regardless of their beliefs or lifestyle choices. The majori-
ty try to bypass God’s way and presume to develop their own theories
as to how they expect to arrive in paradise. The Bible tells us, “Thus saith
the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where
is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.
But they said, We will not walk therein” (Jeremiah 6:16).

But for those who are genuinely seeking God’s will and His way,
where are these old paths? What is the only plan of redemption truly
endorsed by Heaven? Though many may claim that they possess the
most prosperous, oldest, most established, or politically correct reli-
gion, a mere profession means nothing in the sight of a holy God. A
living relationship with the Creator, here and now, is the only way to
life. The inspired Word explains that “this is life eternal, that they
might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou
hast sent” (John 17:3).

By this means, from the dawn of humanity to the hour of final
judgment upon a doomed planet, only a small minority of faithful
men, women, and children around the world have been journeying
up the narrow way of God’s complete plan of redemption. And, for
the next three months, as we prayerfully study these Sabbath Bible
Lessons, let us wholeheartedly join them in planning for paradise!
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SABBATH, APRIL 7, 2007

First Sabbath 
Offering

for Kiev, Ukraine

God has a special call for
those working in the cities. Filled
with the cares of this world, rush-
ing to and fro, the city environ-
ment has often been difficult to pen-
etrate for the cause of God. But the Lord
has His people in these places also, and has
appointed His workers to go into the cities and gather together His
sheep.

The capital, and largest city, of Ukraine is Kiev. From the time
when religious freedom came in the 1990’s, a small band of believ-
ers has been keeping the gospel light of present truth shining in this
place. By the grace of God, together with the Bible workers assigned
to minister to this place, these brethren and sisters have been able
to share the message with so many souls that their humble chapel
can no longer meet the weekly needs of the congregation.

Located in the central-north of the country, Kiev is ideally situ-
ated as a transit point for persons from all of Ukraine, as well as
being a link between Russia and Western Europe. A proper chapel in
this place will be a great asset to the work not only in this city, but
in helping to spread the present truth to places far away.

Persecuted for decades for their faith, the believers in Kiev
understand the urgency with which the work must now go forward.
This time of freedom which we now have is given to us that we may
share this wonderful message of salvation. Every moment is pre-
cious.

You too can help the work in Kiev. Take a precious moment now
to pray for the gospel workers and lay members who are evangeliz-
ing this city of more than 2.5 million inhabitants. Then take a
moment to prepare your offering that will help build a lighthouse
to all around this city.

Your brethren and sisters from the East European Union
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Lesson 1 Sabbath, April 7, 2007

The Government of Heaven
“By the word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the host

of them by the breath of his mouth” (Psalm 33:6).

“The Son of God had wrought the Father’s will in the creation of
all the hosts of heaven; and to Him, as well as to God, their homage
and allegiance were due.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 36.

Suggested Readings: Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 33–43.
The Story of Redemption, pp. 13–19.

Sunday April 1

1. THE GOD OF HEAVEN

a. What characteristic is unique to the Godhead? Psalm 33:6, 9.
How—and by Whom—were all things in the universe created?
John 1:1–3.

“The Sovereign of the universe was not alone in His work of
beneficence. He had an associate—a coworker who could appreciate
His purposes, and could share His joy in giving happiness to created
beings. . . .

“The Father wrought by His Son in the creation of all heavenly
beings. [Colossians 1:16 quoted.] Angels are God’s ministers, radiant
with the light ever flowing from His presence and speeding on rapid
wing to execute His will. But the Son, the anointed of God, the
‘express image of His person,’ ‘the brightness of His glory,’ ‘uphold-
ing all things by the word of His power,’ holds supremacy over them
all’ (Hebrews 1:3).”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 34.

b. What does Inspiration reveal about the throne of God? Jeremiah
17:12. How does this relate to the Son of God? Hebrews 1:8.

“The Son of God shared the Father’s throne, and the glory of the
eternal, self-existent One encircled both. . . . The Son of God had
wrought the Father’s will in the creation of all the hosts of heaven;
and to Him, as well as to God, [the angels’] homage and allegiance
were due.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 36.



Tuesday April 3

3. UNPRECEDENTED DISSONANCE

a. What ambition was nourished by Lucifer, the highest created
being? Ezekiel 28:12–15.

“There was one who perverted the freedom that God had grant-
ed to His creatures. Sin originated with him who, next to Christ, had
been most honored of God and was highest in power and glory
among the inhabitants of heaven. Lucifer, ‘son of the morning,’ was
first of the covering cherubs, holy and undefiled. He stood in the
presence of the great Creator, and the ceaseless beams of glory
enshrouding the eternal God rested upon him. ‘Thus saith the Lord
God; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.
Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was
thy covering. . . . Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I
have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou
hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast
perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity
was found in thee’ (Ezekiel 28:12–15).

“Little by little Lucifer came to indulge the desire for self-exalta-
tion. The Scripture says, ‘Thine heart was lifted up because of thy
beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness’
(Ezekiel 28:17). ‘Thou hast said in thine heart, . . . I will exalt my
throne above the stars of God. . . . I will be like the Most High’ (Isaiah
14:13, 14). Though all his glory was from God, this mighty angel
came to regard it as pertaining to himself.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 35.

b. What was the real cause of Lucifer’s dissatisfaction? Proverbs
13:10; Psalm 10:4.

“Not content with his position, though honored above the heav-
enly host, [Lucifer] ventured to covet homage due alone to the
Creator. Instead of seeking to make God supreme in the affections and
allegiance of all created beings, it was his endeavor to secure their serv-
ice and loyalty to himself. And coveting the glory with which the infi-
nite Father had invested His Son, this prince of angels aspired to power
that was the prerogative of Christ alone.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 35.
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Monday April 2

2. LIFE IN HEAVEN

a. What are some of the fundamental characteristics of the govern-
ment of Heaven? Psalm 89:14; 1 John 4:16.

“The law of love being the foundation of the government of God,
the happiness of all intelligent beings depends upon their perfect
accord with its great principles of righteousness. God desires from all
His creatures the service of love—service that springs from an appre-
ciation of His character. He takes no pleasure in a forced obedience;
and to all He grants freedom of will, that they may render Him vol-
untary service.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 34.

“God’s love has been expressed in His justice no less than in His
mercy. Justice is the foundation of His throne, and the fruit of His
love. It had been Satan’s purpose to divorce mercy from truth and jus-
tice. He sought to prove that the righteousness of God’s law is an
enemy to peace. But Christ shows that in God’s plan they are indis-
solubly joined together; the one cannot exist without the other.
‘Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have
kissed each other’ (Psalm 85:10).”—The Desire of Ages, p. 762.

b. What characterized the relationship between the entire host of
heavenly creatures and their beneficent Creator? Psalm 103:20,
21.

“So long as all created beings acknowledged the allegiance of
love, there was perfect harmony throughout the universe of God. It
was the joy of the heavenly host to fulfill the purpose of their Creator.
They delighted in reflecting His glory and showing forth His praise.
And while love to God was supreme, love for one another was con-
fiding and unselfish. There was no note of discord to mar the celes-
tial harmonies.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 35.

“All created beings live by the will and power of God. They are
dependent recipients of the life of God. From the highest seraph to
the humblest animate being, all are replenished from the Source of
life.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 785.

“When the Lord created these [angelic] beings to stand before His
throne, they were beautiful and glorious. Their loveliness and holi-
ness were equal to their exalted station. They were enriched by the
wisdom of God, and girded with the panoply of heaven.”—The Signs
of the Times, April 14, 1898.
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Thursday April 5

5. OPEN REBELLION

a. Trace the final stages of Lucifer’s rebellion in heaven. Revelation
12:7–9.

“[Lucifer] nearly reached the decision to return [to God], but
pride forbade him. It was too great a sacrifice for one who had been
so highly honored to confess that he had been in error.”—Patriarchs
and Prophets, p. 39.

b. How is Satan’s fall summarized? Isaiah 14:12–15. Why didn’t the
Lord immediately destroy him? Ezekiel 28:17, 19.

“Even when he was cast out of heaven, Infinite Wisdom did not
destroy Satan. Since only the service of love can be acceptable to God,
the allegiance of His creatures must rest upon a conviction of His jus-
tice and benevolence. The inhabitants of heaven and of the worlds,
being unprepared to comprehend the nature or consequences of sin,
could not then have seen the justice of God in the destruction of
Satan. Had he been immediately blotted out of existence, some would
have served God from fear rather than from love. The influence of the
deceiver would not have been fully destroyed, nor would the spirit of
rebellion have been utterly eradicated. For the good of the entire uni-
verse through ceaseless ages, he must more fully develop his princi-
ples, that his charges against the divine government might be seen in
their true light by all created beings, and that the justice and mercy
of God and the immutability of His law might be forever placed
beyond all question.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 42.

Friday April 6

PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Why is the Son of God entitled to share the Father’s throne?
2. What can we learn from the heavenly plan of government?
3. How can we avoid even the initial steps of Lucifer’s personal disaf-

fection?
4. What warning should we take from the way so many angels were

influenced by Lucifer?
5. Explain the wisdom of God’s methods of handling this crisis.
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Wednesday April 4

4. TWO OPPOSITE WAYS OF WORKING

a. How did Heaven’s reasoning with Lucifer exemplify God’s tender
appeals to His erring creatures throughout all ages? What was
Lucifer’s attitude?

“In heavenly council the angels pleaded with Lucifer. The Son of
God presented before him the greatness, the goodness, and the jus-
tice of the Creator, and the sacred, unchanging nature of His law. God
Himself had established the order of heaven; and in departing from
it, Lucifer would dishonor his Maker and bring ruin upon himself.
But the warning, given in infinite love and mercy, only aroused a
spirit of resistance. Lucifer allowed his jealousy of Christ to prevail,
and became the more determined.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 36.

b. In sharp contrast to God’s methods, what means did Lucifer use
to subtly dissuade many angels from their trustful allegiance to
God? Psalm 55:21.

“Leaving his place in the immediate presence of the Father,
Lucifer went forth to diffuse the spirit of discontent among the
angels. He worked with mysterious secrecy, and for a time concealed
his real purpose under an appearance of reverence for God. He began
to insinuate doubts concerning the laws that governed heavenly
beings, intimating that though laws might be necessary for the
inhabitants of the worlds, angels, being more exalted, needed no
such restraint, for their own wisdom was a sufficient guide. They were
not beings that could bring dishonor to God; all their thoughts were
holy; it was no more possible for them than for God Himself to err.
The exaltation of the Son of God as equal with the Father was repre-
sented as an injustice to Lucifer, who, it was claimed, was also enti-
tled to reverence and honor.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 37.

“While claiming for himself perfect loyalty to God, he urged that
changes in the order and laws of heaven were necessary for the sta-
bility of the divine government. Thus while working to excite oppo-
sition to the law of God and to instill his own discontent into the
minds of the angels under him, he was ostensibly seeking to remove
dissatisfaction and to reconcile disaffected angels to the order of
heaven. While secretly fomenting discord and rebellion, he with con-
summate craft caused it to appear as his sole purpose to promote loy-
alty and to preserve harmony and peace.”—Ibid., p. 38.

8 Sabbath Bible Lessons, April–June, 2007



Monday April 9

2. THE COUNSEL OF PEACE

a. What was to be the crowning act of God’s entire creation?
Genesis 1:26; Psalm 100:3. In view of the crisis which had
occurred in heaven, what did the Father and Son consider?

“The Father consulted His Son in regard to at once carrying out
their purpose to make man to inhabit the earth. He would place man
upon probation to test his loyalty before he could be rendered eter-
nally secure. If he endured the test wherewith God saw fit to prove
him, he should eventually be equal with the angels.”—The Story of
Redemption, p. 19.

b. How did the Father and Son plan to redeem humanity in case
they would fall prey to the archrebel? Zechariah 6:13 (last part);
Job 33:27–30.

“The great plan of redemption was laid before the foundation of
the world. And Christ, our Substitute and Surety, did not stand alone
in the wondrous undertaking of the ransom of man. In the plan to save
a lost world, the counsel was between them both; the covenant of
peace was between the Father and the Son. ‘For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life’ (John 3:16). The Majesty of
heaven, the King of glory, would become a servant. The only-begotten
Son, in whom the Father delighted, was given for the ransom of a fall-
en race. . . .

“The Father gave Himself to the world in the gift of His Son. It
was the love of the Father for fallen man that devised in union with
the Son the plan of redemption. And in this great gift the character
of God is exemplified to all who shall receive the world’s Redeemer
by faith, as a God of holiness and a God of love. In the crucifixion of
His dear Son upon the cross of Calvary, He gives to all the sons and
daughters of Adam an expression of His justice and His love. This
offering made manifest the immutability of the holiness of His law.
In the cross of Calvary justice and truth have met together, right-
eousness and peace have kissed each other.

“The Lord God omnipotent is the God of His people. He is also a
tender, loving Father, ready to hear their prayers; for God was in
Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their tres-
passes unto them. God sent forth His Son to be the propitiation for
them through faith in His atoning blood.”—The Signs of the Times, Decem-
ber 23, 1897.
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Lesson 2 Sabbath, April 14, 2007

God’s Supreme Plan
“If there be a messenger with him, an interpreter, one among

a thousand, to shew unto man his uprightness: Then he is gra-
cious unto him, and saith, Deliver him from going down to the
pit: I have found a ransom” (Job 33:23, 24).

“It is the glory of the gospel that it is founded on the principles
of restoring in the fallen race the divine image.”—The Review and
Herald, May 2, 1912.

Suggested Readings: Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 52–62.
The Story of Redemption, pp. 42–50.

Sunday April 8

1. CHRIST, THE EXPRESS IMAGE

a. How does God the Father address His Son? Hebrews 1:8–10. What
distinctions characterize the Son of God? Colossians 2:9.

“In the work of creation, Christ was with God. He was one with
God, equal with Him, the brightness of His glory, the express image
of His person, the representative of the Father.”—The Signs of the Times,
February 13, 1893.

“Christ was God essentially, and in the highest sense. He was with
God from all eternity. God over all, blessed forevermore.”—The SDA
Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 5, p. 1126.

b. How does the Son of God summarize His relationship with the
Father? John 10:30. What should we then realize as we seek to
worship God?

“In Christ is gathered all the glory of the Father. In Him is all the
fullness of the Godhead.”—The Signs of the Times, November 24, 1898.

“Our ministers must be very careful not to enter into controversy
in regard to the personality of God. This is a subject that they are not
to touch. It is a mystery, and the enemy will surely lead astray those
who enter into it.”—Sermons and Talks, vol. 1, p. 343.



Wednesday April 11

4. TRAGEDY STRIKES

a. How and why did God test Adam’s fidelity? Genesis 2:9, 16, 17.

“God created man in His own image, after His likeness, free from
sin, and with organs well developed. The earth was to be populated
with intelligent beings who were only a little lower than the angels.
But God would first prove the holy pair, and test their obedience; for
He would not have a world filled with beings who would disregard
His laws.”—The Signs of the Times, January 23, 1879.

b. What warnings should we heed from observing the way Adam
failed the test? Genesis 3:1–13.

“The very fact that Adam’s trial was small, made his sin exceed-
ing great. God tested him in that which was least, to prove him; and
with the prohibition He stated that the punishment consequent
upon his disobedience would be death. If Adam could not bear this
smallest of tests to prove his loyalty, he surely could not have
endured a stronger trial had he been taken into closer relationship
with God, to bear higher responsibilities. He evidenced that God
could not trust him; should he be exposed to Satan’s more deter-
mined attacks, he would signally fail. . . . 

“Adam did the worst thing he could do under the circumstances.
In doing that which God had expressly forbidden he set his will
against the will of God, thus waging war with His requirements. The
pen of inspiration has with accuracy traced the history of our first par-
ents’ sin and fall, that all generations may be warned not to follow
Adam’s example, in the slightest disregard of God’s requirements. Had
the test been in regard to larger matters, men might have excused the
sin of disobedience in what they call smaller things. But God made the
test with Adam upon things that are least, to show man that the
slightest disobedience to His requirements is sin in every sense of the
word. God, the Governor of the universe, has made all things subject
to law; things apparently insignificant, and things of the greatest mag-
nitude, are all governed by laws adapted to their natures. Nothing that
God has made has been forgotten or left to blind chance. To man, as
being endowed with reasoning powers and conscience, God’s moral
law is given to control his actions. Man is not compelled to obey. He
may defy God’s law, as did Adam, and take the fearful consequences;
or by living in harmony with that law he may reap the rewards of obe-
dience.”—The Signs of the Times, January 23, 1879.

Sabbath Bible Lessons, April–June, 2007 13

Tuesday April 10

3. THE CREATION OF THE HUMAN RACE

a. What distinguishes humanity from all God’s other creatures?
Genesis 1:27.

“Created to be ‘the image and glory of God’ (1 Corinthians 11:7),
Adam and Eve had received endowments not unworthy of their high
destiny. Graceful and symmetrical in form, regular and beautiful in
feature, their countenances glowing with the tint of health and the
light of joy and hope, they bore in outward resemblance the likeness
of their Maker. Nor was this likeness manifest in the physical nature
only. Every faculty of mind and soul reflected the Creator’s glory.
Endowed with high mental and spiritual gifts, Adam and Eve were
made but ‘little lower than the angels’ (Hebrews 2:7), that they might
not only discern the wonders of the visible universe, but comprehend
moral responsibilities and obligations.”—Education, p. 20.

b. What should we realize about the high calling of humanity?
Psalm 8:3–9.

“The same unseen Hand that guides the planets in their courses,
and upholds the worlds by His power, has made provision for man
formed in His image, that he may be little less than the angels of God
while in the performance of his duties on earth.”—Testimonies, vol. 4,
pp. 415, 416.

c. Describe the Edenic scene of Adam’s early existence. Genesis 1:31;
2:8, 15.

“Adam was surrounded with everything his heart could wish.
Every want was supplied. There was no sin, and no signs of decay in
glorious Eden. Angels of God conversed freely and lovingly with the
holy pair. The happy songsters caroled forth their free, joyous songs
of praise to their Creator. The peaceful beasts in happy innocence
played about Adam and Eve, obedient to their word. Adam was in the
perfection of manhood, the noblest of the Creator’s work. He was in
the image of God, but a little lower than the angels.”—Selected Messages,
bk. 1, p. 268.
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Thursday April 12

5. HEAVEN TO THE RESCUE

a. How did the angels exemplify unselfish love? John 15:13. What
was to be their privilege? Romans 15:1.

“The angels prostrated themselves at the feet of their Commander
and offered to become a sacrifice for man. But an angel’s life could
not pay the debt; only He who created man had power to redeem
him. Yet the angels were to have a part to act in the plan of redemp-
tion. Christ was to be made ‘a little lower than the angels for the suf-
fering of death’ (Hebrews 2:9). As He should take human nature upon
Him, His strength would not be equal to theirs, and they were to min-
ister to Him, to strengthen and soothe Him under His sufferings.
They were also to be ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for
them who should be heirs of salvation (Hebrews 1:14). They would
guard the subjects of grace from the power of evil angels and from the
darkness constantly thrown around them by Satan.”—Patriarchs and
Prophets, pp. 64, 65.

b. In the words addressed to the serpent, what hope did God offer
to the fallen pair? Genesis 3:14, 15; Romans 16:20.

“The Godhead was stirred with pity for the race, and the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit gave Themselves to the working out of
the plan of redemption.”—The Review and Herald, May 2, 1912.

“Christ would take upon Himself the guilt and shame of sin—sin
so offensive to a holy God that it must separate the Father and His
Son. Christ would reach to the depths of misery to rescue the ruined
race.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 63.

“Adam marveled at the goodness of God in providing such a ran-
som for the sinner.”—The Signs of the Times, February 20, 1893.

Friday April 13

PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What are the heavenly credentials of the Son of God?
2. What was the “counsel of peace”?
3. Why was Adam tested? Why is each of us tested?
4. Explain why the test in Paradise was relatively small. Why are our

daily tests small as well?
5. Can we be inspired by the response of all Heaven to this crisis?
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Lesson 3 Sabbath, April 21, 2007

A Plan to Regain Paradise
“Jesus saith unto [Thomas], I am the way, the truth, and the

life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6).

“The Father has given the world into the hands of Christ, that
through His mediatorial work He may redeem man and vindicate the
authority and holiness of the law of God.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 366.

Suggested Readings: Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 71–79.
The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White 

Comments], vol. 7, p. 931.

Sunday April 15

1. GOD’S PROMISE

a. What promise has God often repeated? Genesis 12:3; 22:18; 28:14;
Galatians 3:8, 16.

“Not alone at the Saviour’s advent, but through all the ages after
the Fall and the promise of redemption, ‘God was in Christ, reconcil-
ing the world unto Himself’ (2 Corinthians 5:19). Christ was the
foundation and center of the sacrificial system in both the patriarchal
and the Jewish age. Since the sin of our first parents there has been
no direct communication between God and man. . . . All the com-
munion between heaven and the fallen race has been through Christ.
It was the Son of God that gave to our first parents the promise of
redemption. It was He who revealed Himself to the patriarchs. Adam,
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Moses understood the gospel. They
looked for salvation through man’s Substitute and Surety. These holy
men of old held communion with the Saviour who was to come to
our world in human flesh.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 366.

b. What does the Bible call God’s promise to send His Son into the
world, and how was the promise fulfilled? Isaiah 61:1; Luke 4:18,
21.

“The gospel preached to Adam, Noah, Abraham, and Moses was
to them good news; for their faith embraced a coming Saviour.”—The
Signs of the Times, August 7, 1879.



Tuesday April 17

3. TWO CLASSES OF WORSHIPERS

a. What two classes of worshipers do Cain and Abel represent? How
do the two phases in the life of Paul illustrate the difference
between these two classes? Philippians 3:4–9.

“Cain and Abel represent two classes that will exist in the world
till the close of time. One class avail themselves of the appointed sac-
rifice for sin; the other venture to depend upon their own merits;
theirs is a sacrifice without the virtue of divine mediation, and thus
it is not able to bring man into favor with God. It is only through the
merits of Jesus that our transgressions can be pardoned. Those who
feel no need of the blood of Christ, who feel that without divine
grace they can by their own works secure the approval of God, are
making the same mistake as did Cain. If they do not accept the
cleansing blood, they are under condemnation. There is no other pro-
vision made whereby they can be released from the thralldom of
sin.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 72, 73.

b. What lesson should we learn from the fig-leaf garments of our
first parents and from the offering of Cain? Genesis 3:7; Jude 11
(first part). What principle underlies the belief and practice of
those who fail to abide by the true gospel?

“The class of worshipers who follow the example of Cain includes
by far the greater portion of the world; for nearly every false religion
has been based on the same principle—that man can depend upon
his own efforts for salvation. It is claimed by some that the human
race is in need, not of redemption, but of development—that it can
refine, elevate, and regenerate itself. As Cain thought to secure the
divine favor by an offering that lacked the blood of a sacrifice, so do
these expect to exalt humanity to the divine standard, independent
of the atonement. The history of Cain shows what must be the result.
It shows what man will become apart from Christ. Humanity has no
power to regenerate itself. It does not tend upward, toward the
divine, but downward, toward the satanic. Christ is our only hope.”—
Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 73.
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Monday April 16

2. CAIN AND ABEL

a. How was Abel blessed, accepted, and justified through the
gospel? Hebrews 11:4.

“‘By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than
Cain’ (Hebrews 11:4). Abel grasped the great principles of redemp-
tion. He saw himself a sinner, and he saw sin and its penalty, death,
standing between his soul and communion with God. He brought
the slain victim, the sacrificed life, thus acknowledging the claims of
the law that had been transgressed. Through the shed blood he
looked to the future sacrifice, Christ dying on the cross of Calvary;
and trusting in the atonement that was there to be made, he had the
witness that he was righteous, and his offering accepted.”—Patriarchs
and Prophets, p. 72.

b. How did Cain forfeit the blessings and acceptance of the gospel,
and why? Genesis 4:3, 5.

“Cain came before God with murmuring and infidelity in his
heart in regard to the promised sacrifice and the necessity of the sac-
rificial offerings. His gift expressed no penitence for sin. He felt, as
many now feel, that it would be an acknowledgment of weakness to
follow the exact plan marked out by God, of trusting his salvation
wholly to the atonement of the promised Saviour. He chose the
course of self-dependence. He would come in his own merits. He
would not bring the lamb, and mingle its blood with his offering, but
would present his fruits, the products of his labor. He presented his
offering as a favor done to God, through which he expected to secure
the divine approval. Cain obeyed in building an altar, obeyed in
bringing a sacrifice; but he rendered only a partial obedience. The
essential part, the recognition of the need of a Redeemer, was left out.

“So far as birth and religious instruction were concerned, these
brothers were equal. Both were sinners, and both acknowledged the
claims of God to reverence and worship. To outward appearance their
religion was the same up to a certain point, but beyond this the dif-
ference between the two was great.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 72.
[Author’s italics.]
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Thursday April 19

5. ONLY ONE TRUE GOSPEL

a. Since the days of Eden, men and women have been saved by only
one gospel. How does this apply to us? John 14:6; Acts 4:12.

“Christ is the connecting link between God and man. He has
promised His personal intercession by employing His name.”—The
SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 6, p. 1078.

“Through the grace of Christ we shall live in obedience to the law
of God written upon our hearts. Having the Spirit of Christ, we shall
walk even as He walked.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 372.

b. How are we to benefit from the gospel? 1 Timothy 1:15; Ephesians
1:4–11.

“Jesus . . . took humanity upon Himself that He might touch and
elevate humanity. He came to seek and to save that which was lost.
He reached to the very depth of human misery and woe, to take man
as He found him, a being tainted with corruption, degraded with
vice, depraved by sin, and united with Satan in apostasy, and elevate
him to a seat upon His throne.”—Fundamentals of Christian Education, p.
199.

Friday April 20

PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Why is the plan of salvation referred to as the “gospel”?
2. How do we know that Abel was under the “new” covenant?
3. What will make us today to be an “Abel” instead of a “Cain”?
4. How can we be sure our religious experience is really in accordance

with the new covenant?
5. How would you summarize the gospel to someone who has never

heard it before?
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Wednesday April 18

4. THE GOSPEL AND THE TWO COVENANTS

a. How are we in danger of failing—as the Israelites failed—to truly
understand the gospel? Exodus 24:7; Joshua 24:19–21; Hebrews
3:15–17; 4:2.

“The people [of Israel] did not realize the sinfulness of their own
hearts, and that without Christ it was impossible for them to keep God’s
law; and they readily entered into covenant with God. Feeling that they
were able to establish their own righteousness, they declared, ‘All that
the Lord hath said will we do, and be obedient’ (Exodus 24:7). They had
witnessed the proclamation of the law in awful majesty, and had trem-
bled with terror before the mount; and yet only a few weeks passed
before they broke their covenant with God, and bowed down to wor-
ship a graven image. They could not hope for the favor of God through
a covenant which they had broken.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 371, 372.

b. What covenant did the Lord offer to establish with Israel and is
offering to each one of us? Jeremiah 31:31–34; Hebrews 8:8–12.

“The same law that was engraved upon the tables of stone is writ-
ten by the Holy Spirit upon the tables of the heart. Instead of going
about to establish our own righteousness we accept the righteousness
of Christ. His blood atones for our sins. His obedience is accepted for
us. Then the heart renewed by the Holy Spirit will bring forth ‘the
fruits of the Spirit.’”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 372.

“It is impossible for us, of ourselves, to escape from the pit of sin in
which we are sunken. Our hearts are evil, and we cannot change them.
‘Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one.’ ‘The carnal
mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, nei-
ther indeed can be’ (Job 14:4; Romans 8:7). Education, culture, the
exercise of the will, human effort, all have their proper sphere, but here
they are powerless. They may produce an outward correctness of
behavior, but they cannot change the heart; they cannot purify the
springs of life. There must be a power working from within, a new life
from above, before men can be changed from sin to holiness. That
power is Christ. His grace alone can quicken the lifeless faculties of the
soul, and attract it to God, to holiness.”—Steps to Christ, p. 18.

“By His perfect obedience [Christ] has made it possible for every
human being to obey God’s commandments.”—Christ’s Object Lessons,
p. 312.

18 Sabbath Bible Lessons, April–June, 2007



Monday April 23

2. DIVINITY AND HUMANITY COMBINED

a. What should we understand about the divinity of Christ even
after His incarnation? Isaiah 9:6; Matthew 1:22, 23; Philippians
2:5–11.

“Although Christ’s divine glory was for a time veiled and eclipsed
by His assuming humanity, yet He did not cease to be God when He
became man. The human did not take the place of the divine, nor the
divine of the human. This is the mystery of godliness. The two
expressions ‘human’ and ‘divine’ were, in Christ, closely and insepa-
rably one, and yet they had a distinct individuality. Though Christ
humbled Himself to become man, the Godhead was still His own. . . .

“Equal with the Father, honored and adored by the angels, in our
behalf Christ humbled Himself, and came to this earth to live a life
of lowliness and poverty—to be a man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief. Yet the stamp of divinity was upon His humanity.”—The
SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 5, p. 1129.

b. What fact should we bear in mind concerning the human nature
of Christ? 1 Peter 2:22; John 14:30 (last part).

“Be careful, exceedingly careful as to how you dwell upon the
human nature of Christ. Do not set Him before the people as a man
with the propensities of sin. He is the second Adam. The first Adam was
created a pure, sinless being, without a taint of sin upon him; he was
in the image of God. He could fall, and he did fall through transgress-
ing. Because of sin his posterity was born with inherent propensities of
disobedience. But Jesus Christ was the only begotten Son of God. He
took upon Himself human nature, and was tempted in all points as
human nature is tempted. He could have sinned; He could have fallen,
but not for one moment was there in Him an evil propensity. . . .

“Never, in any way, leave the slightest impression upon human
minds that a taint of, or inclination to, corruption rested upon
Christ, or that He in any way yielded to corruption. He was tempted
in all points like as man is tempted, yet He is called ‘that holy thing’
(Luke 1:35). It is a mystery that is left unexplained to mortals that
Christ could be tempted in all points like as we are, and yet be with-
out sin. The incarnation of Christ has ever been, and will ever remain
a mystery.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 5, pp.
1128, 1129.
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Lesson 4 Sabbath, April 28, 2007

The Word Became Flesh
“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we

beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,)
full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).

“Jesus was the Commander of heaven, one equal with God, and
yet He condescended to lay aside His kingly crown, His royal robe,
and clothed His divinity with humanity.”—The SDA Bible Commentary
[E. G. White Comments], vol. 5, pp. 1130, 1131.

Suggested Readings: The Desire of Ages, pp. 19–26.
The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White 

Comments], vol. 7, pp. 903–905.

Sunday April 22

1. THE ETERNAL WORD

a. How does Scripture confirm the eternal existence of Christ?
Micah 5:2; John 8:58; 17:5.

“If Christ made all things, He existed before all things. The words
spoken in regard to this are so decisive that no one need be left in
doubt. Christ was God essentially, and in the highest sense. He was
with God from all eternity. God over all, blessed forevermore.”—The
SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 5, p. 1126.

“In speaking of His preexistence, Christ carries the mind back
through dateless ages. He assures us that there never was a time when
He was not in close fellowship with the eternal God.”—The Signs of the
Times, August 29, 1900.

b. Besides the creation, what other important work has Christ
accomplished? Isaiah 43:1; John 1:29.

“Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. He gave His pre-
cious, innocent life to save guilty human beings from eternal ruin,
that through faith in Him they might stand guiltless before the
throne of God.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol.
7, p. 914.



Wednesday April 25

4. BLESSINGS RECEIVED

a. Once the new relationship become established, how is God man-
ifested in us? John 14:15–18, 21, 23; 1 John 4:12.

“Man is allotted a part in this great struggle for everlasting life; he
must respond to the working of the Holy Spirit.”—Testimonies, vol. 8, p.
65.

b. What promise belongs to us as we accept Christ, with the bless-
ings derived from His incarnation? Hebrews 2:16–18; 5:2;
Philippians 4:13.

“Christ’s humanity was united with divinity, and in this strength
He would bear all the temptations that Satan could bring against
Him, and yet keep His soul untainted by sin. And this power to over-
come He would give to every son and daughter of Adam who would
accept by faith the righteous attributes of His character.”—The SDA
Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 7, p. 927.

“Christ came to give to the world an example of what perfect
humanity might be when united with divinity. He presented to the
world a new phase of greatness in His exhibition of mercy, compas-
sion, and love. He gave to men a new interpretation of God. As head
of humanity, He taught men lessons in the science of divine govern-
ment, whereby He revealed the righteousness of the reconciliation of
mercy and justice. The reconciliation of mercy and justice did not
involve any compromise with sin, or ignore any claim of justice; but
by giving to each divine attribute its ordained place, mercy could be
exercised in the punishment of sinful, impenitent man without
destroying its clemency or forfeiting its compassionate character, and
justice could be exercised in forgiving the repenting transgressor
without violating its integrity.”—Selected Messages, bk. 1, pp. 260, 261.

“Let the self-distrustful, whose lack of self-reliance leads them to
shrink from care and responsibility, be taught reliance upon God.
Thus many a one who otherwise would be but a cipher in the world,
perhaps only a helpless burden, will be able to say with the apostle
Paul, ‘I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me’
(Philippians 4:13).”—Education, p. 256.

“Christ has given His Spirit as a divine power to overcome all
hereditary and cultivated tendencies to evil, and to impress His own
character upon His church.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 671.

Sabbath Bible Lessons, April–June, 2007 23

Tuesday April 24

3. A NEW RELATIONSHIP

a. What was the purpose for which divinity was united to humani-
ty? John 1:14; 14:7–10.

“The Saviour was deeply anxious for His disciples to understand
for what purpose His divinity was united to humanity. He came to
the world to display the glory of God, that man might be uplifted by
its restoring power. God was manifested in Him that He might be
manifested in them. Jesus revealed no qualities, and exercised no
powers, that men may not have through faith in Him. His perfect
humanity is that which all His followers may possess, if they will be
in subjection to God as He was.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 664.

b. Into what new relationship do we enter by receiving the provi-
sions brought by the mystery of godliness (1 Timothy 3:16)? John
1:12, 13.

“Divinity and humanity were mysteriously combined, and man
and God became one. It is in this union that we find the hope of our
fallen race.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 5, p.
1130.

c. What words of Christ should be echoed in our experience? John
8:29.

“As Jesus was in human nature, so God means His followers to be.
In His strength we are to live the life of purity and nobility which the
Saviour lived.”—Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 289.

“Not by outward display, not by worldly patronage, is the king-
dom of Christ established, but by the implanting of Christ’s nature in
humanity through the work of the Holy Spirit. ‘As many as received
Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on His name: which were born, not of blood, nor
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God’ (John 1:12,
13). Here is the only power that can work for the uplifting of human-
ity. And the human agency for the accomplishment of this work is
the teaching and preaching of the Word of God.”—Evangelism, p. 531.
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Thursday April 26

5. A PATTERN BEFORE US

a. How, and for what purpose, should we know Christ better and
better? John 5:39.

“No man, woman, or youth can attain to Christian perfection
and neglect the study of the word of God. By carefully and closely
searching His word we shall obey the injunction of Christ, ‘Search the
scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they
which testify of me’ (John 5:39). This search enables the student to
observe closely the divine Model, for they testify of Christ. The
Pattern must be inspected often and closely in order to imitate it. As
one becomes acquainted with the history of the Redeemer, he dis-
covers in himself defects of character; his unlikeness to Christ is so
great that he sees he cannot be a follower without a very great change
in his life. Still he studies, with a desire to be like his great Exemplar;
he catches the looks, the spirit, of his beloved Master; by beholding
he becomes changed.” —Counsels on Sabbath School Work, p. 17.

b. What should we experience as a result of our communion with
Christ? Romans 12:2. What must we do if we actually want Christ
to be our Saviour? Revelation 3:20.

“Just as a good tree will bear good fruit, so will the tree that is
actually planted in the Lord’s garden produce good fruit unto eternal
life. Besetting sins are overcome; evil thoughts are not allowed in the
mind; evil habits are purged from the soul temple. The tendencies
which have been biased in a wrong direction are turned in a right
direction. Wrong dispositions and feelings are changed, new princi-
ples of action supplied, and there is a new standard of character. Holy
tempers and sanctified emotions are now the fruit borne upon the
Christian tree. An entire transformation has taken place.”—The SDA
Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 6, p. 1080.

Friday April 27

PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What is revealed about the preexistence of Christ?
2. What should we realize about the nature of Christ after His incarna-

tion?
3. On what condition can we reap the benefits of His incarnation?
4. Where is the merging of divinity with humanity to be seen today?
5. How are we to become transformed?
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SABBATH, MAY 5, 2007

First Sabbath 
Offering

for Bujumbura, Burundi

In the heart of Africa, on the
northern shores of Lake Tangan-
yika, you will find the nation of
Burundi. It is a beautiful country
with breathtaking mountains and a
rich history. But its beauty cannot
replace the problems of a growing population
in a small territory with few resources and a little hope of econom-
ic improvement. Formerly a Belgian colony, Burundi is one of the
most conflict-ridden countries on the continent of Africa.

In terms of economic indicators, such as GDP (gross domestic
product), Burundi is the poorest country in the world. In 2005 the
GDP per capita was US$106. In 2002 68% of the population lived
below the poverty line, a number which has been increasing with
time. According to the World Food Program, 56.8% of children
under five years suffer from some form of chronic malnutrition.

Despite unbelievable odds, the present truth has flourished in
this country. It has the highest church-membership growth rate of
any country in the world, and the second highest overall percent-
age of Reformers (compared to the total population) of all countries
in the world.

With such fast expansion it has become necessary to find a
more central location from which to administer the work and pro-
vide a training center for new workers in the Burundi Mission. The
logical choice is the capital city, where we currently meet in rented
facilities and homes. While many churches have been built
throughout the country, this location as yet has no church building,
but one is greatly needed.

This Sabbath we are appealing to you, dear brethren and sisters
around the world. Please assist us in building this center in
Bujumbura, that throughout this city, and the whole Burundi
Mission, the “present truth” message may shine brightly.

Your brethren and sisters from the Burundi Mission

TANZANIA

BURUNDI

RWANDA

DEM. REP.
OF CONGO

L. Kivu

Lak
Victo

Kigali

Bujumbura
L. Tanganyika



Monday April 30

2. TWO THINGS OFFERED

a. What does God offer us, and on what condition, as a first step in
our restoration? Isaiah 55:6, 7; Luke 24:47.

“Through faith, the believer passes from the position of a rebel, a
child of sin and Satan, to the position of a loyal subject of Christ
Jesus, not because of an inherent goodness, but because Christ
receives him as His child by adoption. The sinner receives the for-
giveness of his sins, because these sins are borne by his Substitute and
Surety.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 6, p.
1070.

“God does not deal with us as finite men deal with one another.
His thoughts are thoughts of mercy, love, and tenderest compassion.
He says, ‘Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy
upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.’ ‘I have
blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy
sins’ (Isaiah 55:7; 44:22).”—Steps to Christ, p. 53.

b. Besides forgiving us, what else does God do in behalf of our sal-
vation? 1 John 1:9. What aim is put before us, and what is our
responsibility? Philippians 3:12–14; John 5:14; 8:11.

“Abstain from all evil. Common sins, however insignificant they
may be regarded, will impair your moral sense, and extinguish the
inward impression of the Spirit of God. The character of the thoughts
leaves its imprint upon the soul, and all low conversation pollutes the
mind. All evil works ruin to those who commit it. God may and will
forgive the repenting sinner, but though forgiven, the soul is marred;
the power of the elevated thought possible to the unimpaired mind
is destroyed. Through all time the soul bears the scars. Then let us
seek for that faith which works by love and purifies the heart, that we
may represent the character of Christ to the world.”—Fundamentals of
Christian Education, p. 195.

“It is by following in the path of obedience in simple faith that the
character obtains perfection.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White
Comments], vol. 4, p. 1137.
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Lesson 5 Sabbath, May 5, 2007

A Plan With a Purpose
“The Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was

lost” (Luke 19:10). 

“Through the goodness and mercy of Christ the sinner is to be
restored to the divine favor. God in Christ is daily beseeching men to
be reconciled to God.”—Selected Messages, bk. 1, p. 178.

Suggested Readings: The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White 
Comments], vol. 7, pp. 926, 927.

Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 
pp. 149–152.

Sunday April 29

1. RESTORATION TO GOD’S FAVOR

a. For what purpose does the gospel call come to us? Mark 2:17 (last
part).

“[The Majesty of heaven] is too pure, He is too just, to behold
iniquity. But even this need not keep you away from Him; for He says,
‘I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance’ (Mark
2:17). Let perishing souls come to Him just as they are, without one
plea, and plead the atoning blood of Christ, and they will find accept-
ance with God.”—Fundamentals of Christian Education, p. 252.

b. What does salvation through Christ mean for us, here and now?
Matthew 1:21; Revelation 1:5 (last part).

“God has spoken, and He means that man shall obey. He does not
inquire if it is convenient for him to do so. The Lord of life and glory
did not consult His convenience or pleasure when He left His station
of high command to become a man of sorrows and acquainted with
grief, accepting ignominy and death in order to deliver man from the
consequence of his disobedience. Jesus died, not to save man in his
sins, but from his sins. Man is to leave the error of his ways, to follow
the example of Christ, to take up his cross and follow Him, denying
self, and obeying God at any cost.”—Testimonies, vol. 4, pp. 250, 251.
[Author’s italics.]



Wednesday May 2

4. RESTORING THE IMAGE OF GOD IN US

a. How does faith in the gospel relate to the law of God? Romans
3:31.

b. What warning are we given against transgressing God’s law?
Romans 2:23–27; 8:7; 1 Timothy 1:9, 10.

“The law of God is the mirror to show man the defects in his
character. But it is not pleasant to those who take pleasure in unright-
eousness to see their moral deformity. They do not prize this faithful
mirror, because it reveals to them their sins. Therefore, instead of
instituting a war against their carnal minds, they war against the true
and faithful mirror, given them by Jehovah for the very purpose that
they may not be deceived, but that they may have revealed to them
the defects in their character.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White
Comments], vol. 6, p. 1077.

c. What do we lose through sin? Romans 3:23; 6:23.

d. What is to be restored in us through the gospel? 2 Corinthians
3:18. How? John 16:13; 17:17, 19.

e. How does Christ perform the ministry of restoration? 1
Thessalonians 5:23.

“God is clothed with power; He is able to take those who are dead
in trespasses and sins, and by the operation of the Spirit which raised
Jesus from the dead, transform the human character, bringing back to
the soul the lost image of God. Those who believe in Jesus Christ are
changed from being rebels against the law of God into obedient ser-
vants and subjects of His kingdom. They are born again, regenerated,
sanctified through the truth.”—Fundamentals of Christian Education, p.
332.
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Tuesday May 1

3. DELIVERANCE FROM SATAN’S GRASP

a. What did Paul say about the deliverance that Christ operates in
us when we accept Him? Hebrews 2:15; Colossians 1:13. Sadly,
how do some people cooperate with Satan rather than with
Christ?

“Satan will move upon minds that have been indulged, upon men
who have always had their own way, and anything presented to them
in counsel or reproof to change their objectionable traits of character,
is considered faultfinding, binding them, restraining them, that they
cannot have liberty to act themselves. The Lord in great mercy has
sent messages of warning to them, but they would not listen to
reproof. Like the enemy who rebelled in heaven, they did not like to
hear; they do not correct the wrong they have done, but become
accusers, declaring themselves misused and unappreciated. 

“Now is the time of trial, of test, of proving. Those who like Saul,
will persist in having their own way, will suffer as he did, loss of
honor, and finally the loss of the soul.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E.
G. White Comments], vol. 3, pp. 1163, 1164.

b. How does Christ make us free from the penalty of the law which
condemn us? Romans 3:24–26; 5:1.

c. What should we learn from the experience of the apostle Paul?
Romans 7:9.

“The apostle Paul, in relating his experience, presents an impor-
tant truth concerning the work to be wrought in conversion. He says,
‘I was alive without the law once’—he felt no condemnation; ‘but
when the commandment came,’ when the law of God was urged
upon his conscience, ‘sin revived, and I died’ (Romans 7:9). Then he
saw himself a sinner, condemned by the divine law. Mark, it was Paul,
and not the law, that died.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White
Comments], vol. 6, p. 1076.
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Thursday May 3

5. HEIRS OF THE KINGDOM

a. On what condition, and for what purpose, has God given us “the
Spirit of adoption”? Romans 8:14–17. What evidence reveals our
adoption as God’s children? 2 Corinthians 6:16–18; 2 Peter 1:4.

“Let every one who desires to be a partaker of the divine nature
appreciate the fact that he must escape the corruption that is in the
world through lust. There must be a constant, earnest struggling of the
soul against the evil imaginings of the mind. There must be a steadfast
resistance of temptation to sin in thought or act. The soul must be
kept from every stain, through faith in Him who is able to keep you
from falling. We should meditate upon the Scriptures, thinking sober-
ly and candidly upon the things that pertain to our eternal salva-
tion.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 3, p. 1145.

b. How are we enabled to resist the clamoring of our own carnal
nature? Colossians 1:10, 11; Ephesians 3:16, 20.

“Man cannot transform himself by the exercise of his will. He
possesses no power by which this change can be effected. . . . All the
culture and education which the world can give will fail of making a
degraded child of sin a child of heaven. The renewing energy must
come from God. The change can be made only by the Holy Spirit. All
who would be saved, high or low, rich or poor, must submit to the
working of this power.”—Christ’s Object Lessons, pp. 96, 97.

Friday May 4

PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What is the main purpose of the gospel?
2. Name two benefits granted us through God’s forgiveness.
3. How is the experience of the apostle Paul an example for us?
4. How are we to relate to the law and the gospel?
5. What is the depth of the value of the gospel message?
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Lesson 6 Sabbath, May 12, 2007

Power From Above
“I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power

of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first,
and also to the Greek” (Romans 1:16).

“The gospel is the power of God unto salvation when it is inter-
woven with the practical life, when it is lived and practiced.”—My Life
Today, p. 224.

Suggested Readings: Fundamentals of Christian Education,
pp. 196–200.

The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 557–567.

Sunday May 6

GRASPING THE SOLUTION

a. How does the Bible define sin? 1 John 3:4; James 4:17. Why do we
struggle with sin, and how can we gain the victory over it?
Romans 7:14–24; John 8:34, 36; 15:5.

“Enslaved by sin, the moral powers are under the tyranny of
Satan. The soul is made the sport of his temptations; and unless some
mighty arm is stretched out to rescue him, man goes where the arch-
rebel leads the way.”—Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 42.

b. What should we realize in seeking Christ’s strength? Hebrews
4:15, 16; 7:25; 12:2.

“Many have a feeble religious experience because, instead of seek-
ing the Lord for the efficiency of the Holy Spirit, they make flesh their
arm.”—Testimonies to Ministers, p. 381.

“Our faith must pierce beyond the veil, seeing things that are
invisible. No one else can look for you. You must behold for your-
self.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 7, p. 930.



Tuesday May 8

3. SANCTIFICATION

a. What work does Christ do in us through the Holy Spirit, with our
consent and cooperation? John 3:7, 8; 2 Corinthians 5:17; 7:1.

“It is the grace that Christ implants in the soul which creates in
man enmity against Satan. Without this converting grace and renew-
ing power, man would continue the captive of Satan, a servant ever
ready to do his bidding. But the new principle in the soul creates con-
flict where hitherto had been peace. The power which Christ imparts
enables man to resist the tyrant and usurper. Whoever is seen to
abhor sin instead of loving it, whoever resists and conquers those pas-
sions that have held sway within, displays the operation of a princi-
ple wholly from above.”—The Great Controversy, p. 506.

b. In what way does the process of sanctification involve daily
choices on our part? Romans 8:1, 5, 13; Galatians 5:16; Ephesians
5:8–11.

“To walk in the light means to resolve, to exercise thought, to
exert will power, in an earnest endeavor to represent Christ in sweet-
ness of character. It means to put away all gloom. You are not to rest
satisfied simply in saying, ‘I am a child of God.’ Are you beholding
Jesus, and, by beholding, becoming changed into His likeness? To
walk in the light means advancement and progress in spiritual attain-
ments. Paul declared, ‘Not as though I had already attained, either
were already perfect: but . . . forgetting those things which are behind,’
constantly beholding the Pattern, I reach ‘forth unto those things
which are before’ (Philippians 3:12, 13). To walk in the light means to
‘walk uprightly,’ to walk ‘in the way of the Lord,’ to ‘walk by faith,’ to
‘walk in the Spirit,’ to ‘walk in the truth,’ to ‘walk in love,’ to ‘walk in
the newness of life’ (Romans 6:4). It is ‘perfecting holiness in the fear
of God’ (2 Corinthians 7:1).”—Sons and Daughters of God, p. 200.

“To learn of Christ means to receive His grace, which is His char-
acter. But those who do not appreciate and utilize the precious oppor-
tunities and sacred influences granted them on earth, are not fitted
to take part in the pure devotion of heaven. Their characters are not
molded according to the divine similitude. By their own neglect they
have formed a chasm which nothing can bridge. Between them and
the righteous there is a great gulf fixed.”—Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 271.
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Monday May 7

2. JUSTIFICATION

a. What happens when we come to Christ? Ephesians 2:8; Romans
2:4; 5:1, 2.

“The very first step to Christ is taken through the drawing of the
Spirit of God; as man responds to this drawing, he advances toward
Christ in order that he may repent. . . .

“If we are drawn to Christ, it is through His power and virtue. The
grace of contrition comes through Him, and from Him comes justifi-
cation.”—Selected Messages, bk. 1, pp. 390, 391.

b. When we accept Christ as our personal Saviour, how are we ben-
efited by the work that Christ has done for us? Romans 5:18, 19;
2 Corinthians 5:21.

“Justification is a full, complete pardon of sin. The moment a sin-
ner accepts Christ by faith, that moment he is pardoned. The right-
eousness of Christ is imputed [credited] to him, and he is no more to
daubt God’s forgiving grace.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White
Comments], vol. 6, p. 1071. [Brackets supplied.]

“By faith [the repentant sinner] can bring to God the merits of
Christ, and the Lord places the obedience of His Son to the sinner’s
account. Christ’s righteousness is accepted in place of man’s failure,
and God receives, pardons, justifies, the repentant, believing soul,
treats him as though he were righteous.”—Ibid., p. 1073.

“The nearer we come to Jesus, and the more clearly we discern the
purity of His character, the more clearly shall we see the exceeding
sinfulness of sin, and the less shall we feel like exalting ourselves.
There will be a continual reaching out of the soul after God, a con-
tinual, earnest, heartbreaking confession of sin and humbling of the
heart before Him. At every advance step in our Christian experience
our repentance will deepen. We shall know that our sufficiency is in
Christ alone and shall make the apostle’s confession our own: ‘I know
that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing.’ ‘God for-
bid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world’ (Romans
7:18; Galatians 6:14).”—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 561.
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Thursday May 10

5. THE POWER OF GOD IN MAN

a. What changes does God bring forth in giving us His grace? Titus
2:11–14; 3:5. How does the leaven in the parable illustrate the
radical change? Matthew 13:33.

“As the leaven, when mingled with the meal, works from within
outward, so it is by the renewing of the heart that the grace of God
works to transform the life.”—Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 97.

“The grace of Christ is to control the temper and the voice. Its
working will be seen in politeness and tender regard shown by broth-
er for brother, in kind, encouraging words. An angel presence is in the
home. The life breathes a sweet perfume, which ascends to God as
holy incense. Love is manifested in kindness, gentleness, forbearance,
and long-suffering.

“The countenance is changed. Christ abiding in the heart shines out
in the faces of those who love Him and keep His commandments. Truth
is written there. The sweet peace of heaven is revealed. There is
expressed a habitual gentleness, a more than human love.”—Ibid., p. 102.

b. On what condition can we receive the power of God’s grace?
What kind of faith do we need? Matthew 17:20; Jude 20.

“The heavenly intelligences will work with the human agent who
seeks with determined faith that perfection of character which will
reach out to perfection in action. To everyone engaged in this work
Christ says, I am at your right hand to help you.

“As the will of man cooperates with the will of God, it becomes
omnipotent. Whatever is to be done at His command may be accom-
plished in His strength. All His biddings are enablings.”—Christ’s Object
Lessons, pp. 332, 333.

Friday May 11

PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. How can we overcome feebleness in our religious experience?
2. What is justification, and how can we obtain it?
3. What is sanctification, and how can we obtain it?
4. Explain our copartnership with Christ in the plan of redemption.
5. What symptoms reveal the action of the leaven of truth in the

Christian’s heart?
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Wednesday May 9

4. A JOINT OPERATION

a. How do justification and sanctification operate together in our
salvation? 1 John 1:9; Romans 6:1, 2, 7, 22.

“Justification means the saving of a soul from perdition, that he
may obtain sanctification, and through sanctification, the life of
heaven. Justification means that the conscience, purged from dead
works, is placed where it can receive the blessings of sanctifica-
tion.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 7, p. 908.

b. Who directs the combined operation of justification and sanctifi-
cation? 1 Corinthians 6:9–11; Colossians 3:8–10; Philippians 4:13.

“The Christian will feel the promptings of sin, but he will main-
tain a constant warfare against it. Here is where Christ’s help is need-
ed. Human weakness becomes united to divine strength.”—The Great
Controversy, pp. 469, 470.

c. In what sense do we have to cooperate with Christ to become
holy? Colossians 1:21–23, 29.

d. For what purpose do we receive power through the gospel?
Romans 1:16; Ephesians 3:16–20.

“The work of gaining salvation is one of copartnership, a joint
operation. There is to be cooperation between God and the repentant
sinner. This is necessary for the formation of right principles in the
character. Man is to make earnest efforts to overcome that which hin-
ders him from attaining to perfection. But he is wholly dependent
upon God for success. Human effort of itself is not sufficient. Without
the aid of divine power it avails nothing. God works and man works.
Resistance of temptation must come from man, who must draw his
power from God.”—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 482.
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Monday May 14

2. FAITH ASSIMILATES THE TRUTH

a. How does true faith assimilate the Word of God? 2 Timothy
3:15–17; 1 Peter 1:22, 23.

“The word of God must be interwoven with the living character
of those who believe it. The only vital faith is that faith which
receives and assimilates the truth till it is a part of the being and the
motive power of the life and action. . . . The followers of Christ must
be partakers of His experience. They must assimilate the word of God.
They must be changed into its likeness by the power of Christ and
reflect the divine attributes. They must eat the flesh and drink the
blood of the Son of God, or there is no life in them. The spirit and
work of Christ must become the spirit and work of His disciples.”—
Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 576.

“Temptations often appear irresistible because, through neglect of
prayer and the study of the Bible, the tempted one cannot readily
remember God’s promises and meet Satan with the Scripture
weapons.”—The Great Controversy, p. 600.

b. What agencies work together in the process of sanctification? 2
Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Timothy 2:15; John 17:17.

“The Scriptures are the great agency in the transformation of
character. Christ prayed, ‘Sanctify them through Thy truth; Thy word
is truth’ (John 17:17). If studied and obeyed, the word of God works
in the heart, subduing every unholy attribute. The Holy Spirit comes
to convict of sin, and the faith that springs up in the heart works by
love to Christ, conforming us in body, soul, and spirit to His own
image.”—Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 100.

“By looking constantly to Jesus with the eye of faith, we shall be
strengthened. God will make the most precious revelations to His
hungering, thirsting people. They will find that Christ is a personal
Saviour. As they feed upon His word, they find that it is spirit and life.
The word destroys the natural, earthly nature, and imparts a new life
in Christ Jesus. The Holy Spirit comes to the soul as a Comforter. By
the transforming agency of His grace, the image of God is reproduced
in the disciple; he becomes a new creature.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 391.
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Lesson 7 Sabbath, May 19, 2007

Exercising Faith
“Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back,

my soul shall have no pleasure in him” (Hebrews 10:38).

“For six thousand years, faith has builded upon Christ. For six
thousand years the floods and tempests of satanic wrath have beaten
upon the Rock of our salvation; but it stands unmoved.”—The Desire
of Ages, p. 413.

Suggested Readings: The Desire of Ages, pp. 315–320.
Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 

pp. 141–144.

Sunday May 13

1. FAITH, A GREAT POWER

a. What is the definition of faith? Hebrews 11:1; 2 Corinthians 4:18.
How is faith born? Romans 10:17.

“Faith is not the ground of our salvation, but it is the great bless-
ing—the eye that sees, the ear that hears, the feet that run, the hand
that grasps. It is the means, not the end. If Christ gave His life to save
sinners, why shall I not take that blessing? My faith grasps it, and
thus my faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things unseen. Thus resting and believing, I have peace with God
through the Lord Jesus Christ.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White
Comments], vol. 6, p. 1073.

b. How are we to develop “the measure of faith” (Romans 12:3) that
God has granted each one of us? John 6:53, 63; Luke 17:5; 1 Peter
2:2.

“Courage, fortitude, faith, and implicit trust in God’s power to
save do not come in a moment. These heavenly graces are acquired
by the experience of years.”—Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 213.

“You have to talk faith, you have to live faith, you have to act
faith, that you may have an increase of faith; and thus exercising that
living faith you will grow to strong men and women in Christ
Jesus.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 5, pp.
1121, 1122.



Wednesday May 16

4. FAITH DEMONSTRATED

a. How did a Roman centurion exercise faith when his servant was
sick at the point of death? Luke 7:2, 3.

“Already [the Centurion] had broken through the barriers of
national prejudice and hatred that separated the conquerors from the
conquered people. He had manifested respect for the service of God,
and had shown kindness to the Jews as His worshipers. In the teach-
ing of Christ, as it had been reported to him, he found that which
met the need of the soul. All that was spiritual within him respond-
ed to the Saviour’s words. But he felt unworthy to come into the pres-
ence of Jesus, and he appealed to the Jewish elders to make request
for the healing of his servant. They were acquainted with the Great
Teacher, and would, he thought, know how to approach Him so as to
win His favor.”—The Desire of Ages, pp. 315, 316.

b. As far as faith was concerned, what was the difference between
the Roman centurion and the Jewish elders (who recommended
him to Christ)? Luke 7:4–10.

“The Jewish elders who recommended the centurion to Christ
had shown how far they were from possessing the spirit of the gospel.
They did not recognize that our great need is our only claim on God’s
mercy. In their self-righteousness they commended the centurion
because of the favor he had shown to ‘our nation.’ But the centurion
said of himself, ‘I am not worthy.’ His heart had been touched by the
grace of Christ. He saw his own unworthiness; yet he feared not to ask
help. He trusted not to his own goodness; his argument was his great
need. His faith took hold upon Christ in His true character. He did
not believe in Him merely as a worker of miracles, but as the friend
and Saviour of mankind.

“It is thus that every sinner may come to Christ. ‘Not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He
saved us’ (Titus 3:5). When Satan tells you that you are a sinner, and
cannot hope to receive blessing from God, tell him that Christ came
into the world to save sinners. We have nothing to recommend us to
God; but the plea that we may urge now and ever is our utterly help-
less condition that makes His redeeming power a necessity.
Renouncing all self-dependence, we may look to the cross of Calvary
and say—‘In my hand no price I bring; Simply to Thy cross I cling.’”
—The Desire of Ages, pp. 316, 317.
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Tuesday May 15

3. LIVING FAITH OR MERE PROFESSION?

a. What is the difference between genuine faith and a mere profes-
sion of faith? James 1:6, 7; Titus 1:16; Hebrews 11:6.

“There are thousands who claim to have the light of truth who
take no steps in advance. They have no living experience, notwith-
standing they have had every advantage. They do not know what
consecration means. Their devotions are formal and hollow, and
there is no depth to their piety. The Word of God offers spiritual lib-
erty and enlightenment to those who seek for it earnestly. Those who
accept the promises of God, and act on them with living faith, will
have the light of heaven in their lives. They will drink of the fountain
of life, and lead others to the waters that have refreshed their own
souls. We must have that faith in God that takes Him at His word.”—
The Review and Herald, September 22, 1910.

b. What will be the result of true faith? Galatians 5:6 (compare
Romans 13:9, 10); James 2:14–17.

“The apostle James saw that dangers would arise in presenting the
subject of justification by faith, and he labored to show that genuine
faith cannot exist without corresponding works. The experience of
Abraham is presented. ‘Seest thou,’ he says, ‘how faith wrought with
his works, and by works was faith made perfect’ (James 2:22)? Thus
genuine faith does a genuine work in the believer. Faith and obedi-
ence bring a solid, valuable experience.

“There is a belief that is not a saving faith. The Word declares that
the devils believe and tremble. The so-called faith that does not work
by love and purify the soul will not justify any man. . . . Abraham
believed God. How do we know that he believed? His works testified
to the character of his faith, and his faith was accounted to him for
righteousness.

“We need the faith of Abraham in our day, to lighten the dark-
ness that gathers around us, shutting out the sweet sunlight of God’s
love, and dwarfing spiritual growth. Our faith should be prolific of
good works; for faith without works is dead. Every duty performed,
every sacrifice made in the name of Jesus, brings an exceeding great
reward. In the very act of duty, God speaks and gives His blessing.”—
The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 7, p. 936.
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Thursday May 17

5. VICTORIOUS  FAITH 

a. What assurance is given us in seeking to live by faith? 1 Peter
1:7–9; Philippians 4:6, 7.

“When Christ took human nature upon Him, He bound human-
ity to Himself by a tie of love that can never be broken by any power
save the choice of man himself. Satan will constantly present allure-
ments to induce us to break this tie—to choose to separate ourselves
from Christ. Here is where we need to watch, to strive, to pray, that
nothing may entice us to choose another master; for we are always
free to do this. But let us keep our eyes fixed upon Christ, and He will
preserve us. Looking unto Jesus, we are safe. Nothing can pluck us out
of His hand. In constantly beholding Him, we ‘are changed into the
same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord’ (2
Corinthians 3:18).”—Steps to Christ, p. 72.

b. What are some of the things that faith accomplished in the past,
and what will it accomplish today? Hebrews 11:29–35; 1 John
5:4.

“Faith is simple in its operation and powerful in its results.”—The
SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 6, p. 1074.

“It is faith that connects us with the power of heaven, and that
brings us the strength for coping with the powers of darkness.”—The
Review and Herald, September 22, 1910.

Friday May 18

REVIEW AND THOUGHT QUESTIONS

1. What is faith, and how is it developed?
2. What are the results of feeding upon God’s Word?
3. What characterizes living faith?
4. What can we learn from the Roman centurion?
5. Name some examples which show us the power of faith.
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Lesson 8 Sabbath, May 26, 2007

Stages of “Present Truth”
“I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of

these things, though ye know them, and be established in the
present truth” (2 Peter 1:12).

“There was a present truth—a truth at that time of special impor-
tance—in the days of Christ, of Paul, of Luther; there is a present
truth for the church today.”—The Signs of the Times, June 21, 1883.

Suggested Readings: The Desire of Ages, pp. 632–636.
The Great Controversy, pp. 355–374.

Sunday May 20

1. THE GOSPEL: AN EVERLASTING TRUTH

a. How do Christ’s teachings perfectly harmonize with the Old
Testament scripture (Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18)?
Matthew 22:36–40. What explanation did Christ give concerning
His doctrine? John 7:16, 17.

“‘Jesus answered [the Jews], and said, My doctrine is not mine,
but his that sent me’ (John 7:16). My words are in perfect harmony
with the Old Testament Scriptures, and with the law spoken from
Sinai. I am not preaching a new doctrine. I am presenting old truths
rescued from the framework of error, and placed in a new setting.”—
The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 5, p. 1136.

b. What was the “present truth” taught after Christ’s ascension? 1
John 1:1–3; 2 Peter 1:12, 15, 16. How does that truth also affect
us today? John 17:17–20.

“When, after [Christ’s] ascension, the Holy Spirit brought His
teachings to the remembrance of the disciples, their slumbering senses
awoke. The meaning of these truths flashed upon their minds as a
new revelation, and truth, pure and unadulterated, made a place for
itself. Then the wonderful experience of His life became theirs.”—The
Acts of the Apostles, p. 520.



Tuesday May 22

3. SIGNS OF THE END

a. How do we know that the Lord’s return is very near? Matthew
24:32–39.

“Christ has given signs of His coming. He declares that we may
know when He is near, even at the doors. He says of those who see
these signs, ‘This generation shall not pass, till all these things be ful-
filled’ (Matthew 24:34). These signs have appeared. Now we know of
a surety that the Lord’s coming is at hand.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 632.

“Christ continues, pointing out the condition of the world at His
coming: ‘As the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the
Son of man be. For as in the days that were before the Flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
that Noah entered into the ark, and knew not until the Flood came,
and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man
be’ (Matthew 24:37–39). Christ does not here bring to view a tempo-
ral millennium, a thousand years in which all are to prepare for eter-
nity. He tells us that as it was in Noah’s day, so will it be when the
Son of man comes again.”—Ibid., p. 633.

b. What should we realize about Noah’s day? Genesis 6:5.

“How was it in Noah’s day? ‘God saw that the wickedness of man
was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of
his heart was only evil continually’ (Genesis 6:5). The inhabitants of
the antediluvian world turned from Jehovah, refusing to do His holy
will. They followed their own unholy imagination and perverted
ideas. It was because of their wickedness that they were destroyed; and
today the world is following the same way. It presents no flattering
signs of millennial glory. The transgressors of God’s law are filling the
earth with wickedness. Their betting, their horse racing, their gam-
bling, their dissipation, their lustful practices, their untamable pas-
sions, are fast filling the world with violence.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 633.

“God has given us laws whereby to live, but now, as in the
Noachic age, the imagination of men’s hearts is evil and only evil
continually; men walk after the desire and devices of their own
hearts, and so accomplish their own ruin. God would have men stand
in their God-given manhood, free from the slavery of appetite.”—
Temperance, p. 281.
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Monday May 21

2. A MYSTERY REVEALED

a. What did Paul say about the plan of redemption which was more
fully revealed in the gospel of Christ? Ephesians 3:3–6, 9; 1
Timothy 3:16; Romans 16:25, 26.

“Mysteries which had been hidden for ages were revealed to
[Paul], and as much as he could bear of the workings of God, and of
His dealings with human minds, was made known. The Lord told
Paul that he must preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches
of Christ. Light was to be given to the Gentiles. This is a mystery
which had been hidden for ages.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G.
White Comments], vol. 6, p. 1107.

b. What will happen when this mystery of God (the light given to
the Gentiles) is completed? Matthew 24:14.

“Long has God waited for the spirit of service to take possession
of the whole church so that everyone shall be working for Him
according to his ability. When the members of the church of God do
their appointed work in the needy fields at home and abroad, in ful-
fillment of the gospel commission, the whole world will soon be
warned and the Lord Jesus will return to this earth with power and
great glory. ‘This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the
world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come’
(Matthew 24:14).”—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 111.

c. What final verdict will then be declared? Revelation 22:10, 11.

“The gospel dispensation is the last period of probation that will
ever be granted to men. Those who live under this dispensation of
test and trial and yet are not led to repent and obey will perish with
the disloyal. There is no second trial. The gospel that is to be
preached to all nations, kindreds, tongues, and peoples presents the
truth in clear lines, showing that obedience is the condition of gain-
ing eternal life. Christ imparts His righteousness to those who con-
sent to let Him take away their sins.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G.
White Comments], vol. 7, pp. 971, 972.

42 Sabbath Bible Lessons, April–June, 2007



Thursday May 24

5. HERALDS OF OBEDIENCE

a. Who is to teach the first angel’s message? Matthew 28:19, 20.

“As His representatives among men, God does not choose angels
who have never fallen, but human beings, men of like passions with
those they seek to save. Christ took humanity that He might reach
humanity. A divine-human Saviour was needed to bring salvation to the
world. And to men and women has been committed the sacred trust of
making known ‘the unsearchable riches of Christ’ (Ephesians 3:8).

“In His wisdom the Lord brings those who are seeking for truth
into touch with fellow beings who know the truth. It is the plan of
Heaven that those who have received light shall impart it to those in
darkness.”—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 134.

b. What does the last remnant experience, and how is it distin-
guished from the rest of the world? Matthew 24:9; Revelation
12:17.

“Whoever sees the repulsive character of sin, and in strength
from above resists temptation, will assuredly arouse the wrath of
Satan and his subjects. Hatred of the pure principles of truth, and
reproach and persecution of its advocates, will exist as long as sin and
sinners remain. The followers of Christ and the servants of Satan can-
not harmonize. The offense of the cross has not ceased.”—The Great
Controversy, p. 507.

“The remnant church will be brought into great trial and distress.
Those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus
will feel the ire of the dragon and his hosts. Satan numbers the world
as his subjects, he has gained control of the apostate churches; but
here is a little company that are resisting his supremacy.”—Testimonies,
vol. 5, pp. 472, 473.

Friday May 25

PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What should we learn from the “present truth” of apostolic days?
2. Why was Paul so enthusiastic about that “present truth”?
3. How are our days similar to Noah’s?
4. What does the first angel of Revelation 14 represent?
5. Why must those who preach the first angel’s message cling to the

Source of their strength?
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Wednesday May 23

4. THE FIRST ANGEL INTRODUCED

a. What great religious revival marks the beginning of the “present
truth” especially applicable in our day, and how is it described?
Revelation 14:6.

“A great religious awakening under the proclamation of Christ’s
soon coming is foretold in the prophecy of the first angel’s message
of Revelation 14. An angel is seen flying ‘in the midst of heaven, hav-
ing the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the
earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.’
‘With a loud voice’ he proclaims the message: ‘Fear God, and give
glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment is come: and worship Him
that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of
waters’ (Verses 6, 7).

“The fact that an angel is said to be the herald of this warning is
significant. By the purity, the glory, and the power of the heavenly
messenger, divine wisdom has been pleased to represent the exalted
character of the work to be accomplished by the message and the
power and glory that were to attend it. And the angel’s flight ‘in the
midst of heaven,’ the ‘loud voice’ with which the warning is uttered,
and its promulgation to all ‘that dwell on the earth’—‘to every nation,
and kindred, and tongue, and people’—give evidence of the rapidity
and worldwide extent of the movement.”—The Great Controversy, p. 355.

b. To prepare a people to see Christ, how does the message of the
first angel exalt the law of God? 1 John 3:2–4; Psalm 19:7.

“The message proclaimed by the angel flying in the midst of
heaven is the everlasting gospel, the same gospel that was declared in
Eden when God said to the serpent, ‘I will put enmity between thee
and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel’ (Genesis 3:15). Here was the
first promise of a Saviour who would stand on the field of battle to
contest the power of Satan and prevail against him. Christ came to
our world to represent the character of God as it is represented in His
holy law; for His law is a transcript of His character. Christ was both
the law and the gospel. The angel that proclaims the everlasting
gospel proclaims the law of God; for the gospel of salvation brings
men to obedience of the law, whereby their characters are formed
after the divine similitude.”—Selected Messages, bk. 2, p. 106.
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Lesson 9 Sabbath, June 2, 2007

“Fear God, and 
Give Glory to Him”

“Let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably
with reverence and godly fear” (Hebrews 12:28).

“Godly fear, humility, and meekness are greatly needed by all in
order to correctly represent the truth of God.”—Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 259.

Suggested Readings: Testimonies, vol. 5, pp. 491–500.
Ibid., vol. 8, pp. 284–286.

Sunday May 27

1. FEAR ASSOCIATED WITH REVERENCE

a. What two conditions best summarize our duty to God?
Ecclesiastes 12:13. How does this differ today from the prevailing
attitude of the professed Christians? 2 Timothy 3:1, 2, 5.

“There should be an intelligent knowledge of how to come to
God in reverence and godly fear with devotional love. There is a
growing lack of reverence for our Maker, a growing disregard of His
greatness and His majesty.”—Selected Messages, bk. 2, p. 315.

b. How is a healthy fear of God revealed in us? Malachi 3:16;
Colossians 3:16. What happens when people lose the fear of God?

“True reverence for God is inspired by a sense of His infinite great-
ness and a realization of His presence. With this sense of the Unseen,
every heart should be deeply impressed. The hour and place of prayer
are sacred, because God is there. And as reverence is manifested in
attitude and demeanor, the feeling that inspires it will be deepened.
‘Holy and reverend is His name,’ the psalmist declares (Psalm 111:9).
Angels, when they speak that name, veil their faces. With what rev-
erence, then, should we, who are fallen and sinful, take it upon our
lips!”—Prophets and Kings, pp. 48, 49.

“When men cast off the fear of God they are not long in depart-
ing from honor and integrity.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 557.
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SABBATH, JUNE 2, 2007

First Sabbath 
Offering
for Panama

The Republic of Panama is a
transcontinental country, with its
eastern half in South America and
its western half in North America,
and the great Panama Canal in the
middle.

Originally the message of Reformation was
concentrated in and around the Panama City—Colón metropolitan
corridor, where about half of the population of the country lives. By
the grace of God the message is now penetrating inland to other
portions of the country.

Roman Catholics constitute 80% of the population and have
constitutional recognition as the church of the majority of
Panamanians, though there is currently freedom of religious wor-
ship. Protestant groups make up another 14% of the population.
Additional significant religious groups include Islam, Buddhism,
the Baha’i, Judaism, and Hinduism.

Since the economy of Panama is heavily reliant on commerce,
particularly with respect to the Canal Zone, persons from around
the globe have settled in Panama. There are significant communi-
ties of Chinese, Indian, and Jews. In fact, the Chinese make up 5%
of the total population, and the Jewish community is the third-
largest in Latin America. This diversity has been a great blessing to
the spread of the gospel in this country.

Largely developed by the colporteur work, the expansion of the
Panama Mission (part of the Central American Union Conference)
has resulted in a great need to finish church-planting projects. Now
your help is needed to make these building-projects come to a con-
clusion. We have done what we can, and will continue, as the Lord
blesses, to build new worship houses, but we also need your help.
We thank you in advance for your offering and ask that you keep us
in your special prayers throughout the coming months.

Your brethren and sisters from the Panama Mission
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Tuesday May 29

3. GODLY FEAR REWARDED

a. What blessings will be bestowed upon all who truly fear the
Lord? Psalms 34:7, 9; 85:9; Luke 1:50.

“Those who are true to God need not fear the power of men nor
the enmity of Satan. In Christ their eternal life is secure. Their only
fear should be lest they surrender the truth, and thus betray the trust
with which God has honored them. . . .

“Jesus assures His disciples of God’s sympathy for them in their
needs and weaknesses. Not a sigh is breathed, not a pain felt, not a
grief pierces the soul, but the throb vibrates to the Father’s heart.”—
The Desire of Ages, p. 356.

“[Job 1:9, 10; Psalm 34:7; Matthew 18:10 quoted.] Thus God’s
people, exposed to the deceptive power and unsleeping malice of the
prince of darkness, and in conflict with all the forces of evil, are
assured of the unceasing guardianship of heavenly angels. Nor is such
assurance given without need. If God has granted to His children
promise of grace and protection, it is because there are mighty agen-
cies of evil to be met—agencies numerous, determined, and untiring,
of whose malignity and power none can safely be ignorant or
unheeding.”—The Great Controversy, p. 513.

b. From what other fear are we to be delivered, especially in the
time of trouble which is to come upon the inhabitants of the
world? Psalms 46:1–3; 91:1, 5, 6.

“When we put away our sins and come to Him in faith, He takes
our names on His lips, and presents them to His Father, saying, ‘I
have graven them upon the palms of my hands; I know them by
name.’ And the command goes forth to the angels to protect them.
Then in the day of fierce trial He will say, ‘Come, my people, enter
thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself
as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast’
(Isaiah 26:20). What are the chambers in which they are to hide?
They are the protection of Christ and holy angels. The people of God
are not at this time all in one place. They are in different companies,
and in all parts of the earth; and they will be tried singly, not in
groups. Everyone must stand the test for himself.”—The SDA Bible
Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 4, p. 1143.

Sabbath Bible Lessons, April–June, 2007 49

Monday May 28

2. EXAMPLES WORTHY OF IMITATION

a. How did the Hebrew midwives in Egypt show that they feared
the Lord? Exodus 1:15–17.

“The women feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt
commanded them, but saved the male children alive. The women
dared not murder the Hebrew children; and because they obeyed not
the command of the king, the Lord prospered them.”—Spiritual Gifts,
vol. 3, pp. 179, 180.

b. What can we also learn from the examples of Job and Obadiah?
Job 1:1, 8; 1 Kings 18:3, 4, 13.

“It were well for parents to learn from the man of Uz a lesson of
steadfastness and devotion. Job did not neglect his duty to those out-
side of his household; he was benevolent, kind, thoughtful of the
interest of others; and at the same time he labored earnestly for the
salvation of his own family. Amid the festivities of his sons and
daughters, he trembled lest his children should displease God. As a
faithful priest of the household, he offered sacrifices for them indi-
vidually. He knew the offensive character of sin, and the thought that
his children might forget the divine claims, led him to God as an
intercessor in their behalf.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White
Comments], vol. 3, p. 1140.

“During the apostasy of Israel, Obadiah had remained faithful.
His master, the king, had been unable to turn him from his allegiance
to the living God.”—Prophets and Kings, p. 138.

c. How was Cornelius blessed because he feared the Lord? Acts
10:1–6.

“Believing in God as the Creator of heaven and earth, Cornelius
revered Him, acknowledged His authority, and sought His counsel in
all the affairs of life. He was faithful to Jehovah in his home life and
in his official duties. . . .

“The angel appeared to Cornelius while he was at prayer.”—The
Acts of the Apostles, p. 133.
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Wednesday May 30

4. IN VIEW OF HEAVEN’S JUDGMENTS

a. How should a proper fear of God govern our attitude as we wit-
ness to souls in darkness? 1 Peter 3:15.

“[1 Peter 3:15 quoted.] The fear here spoken of does not mean dis-
trust or indecision, but with due caution, guarding every point, lest
an unwise word be spoken, or excitement of feeling get the advan-
tage, and thus leave unfavorable impressions upon minds, and bal-
ance them in the wrong direction. Godly fear, humility, and meek-
ness are greatly needed by all in order to correctly represent the truth
of God.”—Testimonies, vol. 4, pp. 258, 259.

b. How can a correct understanding of Heaven’s judgments
strengthen our faith? Matthew 10:28.

“Some seem to think that if a man has a wholesome fear of the
judgments of God, it is a proof that he is destitute of faith; but this is
not so.

“A proper fear of God, in believing His threatenings, works the
peaceable fruits of righteousness, by causing the trembling soul to
flee to Jesus. Many ought to have this spirit today, and turn to the
Lord with humble contrition, for the Lord has not given so many ter-
rible threatenings, pronounced so severe judgments in His Word,
simply to have them recorded, but He means what He says.”—The SDA
Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 6, p. 1100.

“What was the strength of those who in the past have suffered per-
secution for Christ’s sake? It was union with God, union with the Holy
Spirit, union with Christ. Reproach and persecution have separated
many from earthly friends, but never from the love of Christ. Never is
the tempest-tried soul more dearly loved by His Saviour than when he
is suffering reproach for the truth’s sake. ‘I will love him,’ Christ said,
‘and will manifest Myself to him’ (John 14:21). When for the truth’s
sake the believer stands at the bar of earthly tribunals, Christ stands by
his side. When he is confined within prison walls, Christ manifests
Himself to him and cheers his heart with His love. When he suffers
death for Christ’s sake, the Saviour says to him, They may kill the
body, but they cannot hurt the soul. ‘Be of good cheer; I have over-
come the world’ (John 16:33).”—The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 85, 86.
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Thursday May 31

5. TRUE WORSHIP

a. How are we to give glory to God? Isaiah 58:6–8. What is neces-
sarily involved in the command to worship God as the Creator of
the universe? Revelation 14:7 (first part).

“To give glory to God is to reveal His character in our own, and thus
make Him known.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments],
vol. 7, p. 979.

“By the first angel, men are called upon to ‘fear God, and give
glory to Him’ and to worship Him as the Creator of the heavens and
the earth. In order to do this, they must obey His law.”—The Great
Controversy, p. 436.

b. Why does our duty to worship God as the Creator involve
Sabbathkeeping? Exodus 20:8–11; 31:16, 17. What three things
are connected with Sabbathkeeping? Genesis 2:2, 3.

“To all who receive the Sabbath as a sign of Christ’s creative and
redeeming power, it will be a delight. Seeing Christ in it, they delight
themselves in Him. The Sabbath points them to the works of creation
as an evidence of His mighty power in redemption. While it calls to
mind the lost peace of Eden, it tells of peace restored through the
Saviour. And every object in nature repeats His invitation, ‘Come
unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy-laden, and I will give you
rest’ (Matthew 11:28).”—The Desire of Ages, p. 289.

“Christ says, Take My yoke of restraint and obedience upon you,
and learn of Me. . . . The heart will then be made right with God,
through the creative power of Christ.”—In Heavenly Places, p. 162.

Friday June 1

PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What prevailing attitude must we be careful to avoid?
2. From which Bible characters can we learn something about the fear

of God, and why?
3. What blessings come to us as we fear the Lord?
4. Why is reverence for God so important in witnessing?
5. How does the first angel’s message point us to the Sabbath com-

mandment?
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Monday June 4

2. OUR ONLY HOPE

a. What is our only hope in the judgment? 1 John 2:1, 2.

“While Jesus is pleading for the subjects of His grace, Satan accuses
them before God as transgressors. The great deceiver has sought to
lead them into skepticism, to cause them to lose confidence in God,
to separate themselves from His love, and to break His law. Now he
points to the record of their lives, to the defects of character, the
unlikeness to Christ, which has dishonored their Redeemer, to all the
sins that he has tempted them to commit, and because of these he
claims them as his subjects.

“Jesus does not excuse their sins, but shows their penitence and
faith, and, claiming for them forgiveness, He lifts His wounded hands
before the Father and the holy angels, saying: I know them by name.
I have graven them on the palms of My hands.”—The Great Controversy,
p. 484.

b. What distinction is made between Christ’s true followers and
those who only profess to believe in Him? 1 John 2:4–6.

“There are only two classes in the world today, and only two
classes will be recognized in the judgment—those who violate God’s
law and those who obey it.”—Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 283.

c. When and how does this distinction become unmistakably clear?
Matthew 7:21–23.

“Christ has plainly taught that those who persist in open sin
must be separated from the church, but He has not committed to us
the work of judging character and motive. He knows our nature too
well to entrust this work to us.”—Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 71.

“Sinners who make a pretension of piety mingle for a time with the
true followers of Christ, and the semblance of Christianity is calculat-
ed to deceive many; but in the harvest of the world there will be no
likeness between good and evil. Then those who have joined the
church, but who have not joined Christ, will be manifest.”—Ibid., p. 74.
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Lesson 10 Sabbath, June 9, 2007

“The Hour of 
His Judgment Is Come”

“Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment
is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the
sea, and the fountains of waters” (Revelation 14:7).

“The announcement, ‘The hour of His judgment is come,’ points
to the closing work of Christ’s ministration for the salvation of
men.”—The Great Controversy, p. 435.

Suggested Readings: The Great Controversy, pp. 467, 468.
Ibid., pp. 424–428.

Sunday June 3

1. STANDING BEFORE THE JUDGMENT SEAT

a. Why are we to fear God now more than ever? Revelation 14:7; 2
Corinthians 5:10.

“How solemn is the thought! Day after day, passing into eternity,
bears its burden of records for the books of heaven. Words once spo-
ken, deeds once done, can never be recalled. Angels have registered
both the good and the evil. The mightiest conqueror upon the earth
cannot call back the record of even a single day. Our acts, our words,
even our most secret motives, all have their weight in deciding our
destiny for weal or woe. Though they may be forgotten by us, they will
bear their testimony to justify or condemn.”—The Great Controversy, pp.
486, 487.

b. What should be our great concern in view of the judgment? 1
Peter 4:17, 18.

“All who would have their names retained in the book of life
should now, in the few remaining days of their probation, afflict their
souls before God by sorrow for sin and true repentance. There must
be deep, faithful searching of heart.”—The Great Controversy, p. 490.
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Wednesday June 6

4. A DECISIVE QUESTION

a. What question, asked in the judgment, will decide the eternal
destiny of each one of us? Matthew 19:16, 17.

“The only question asked in the judgment will be, ‘Have they been
obedient to My commandments?’ Petty strife and contention over
questions of no importance has no part in God’s great plan. Those
who teach the truth should be men of solid minds, who will not lead
their hearers into a field of thistles, as it were, and leave them there.

“The sacrifice of Christ as an atonement for sin is the great truth
around which all other truths cluster. In order to be rightly under-
stood and appreciated, every truth in the word of God, from Genesis
to Revelation, must be studied in the light that streams from the cross
of Calvary. I present before you the great, grand monument of mercy
and regeneration, salvation and redemption—the Son of God uplift-
ed on the cross. This is to be the foundation of every discourse given
by our ministers.”—Gospel Workers, p. 315.

“In His teaching [Christ] ever presented the law as a divine unity,
showing that it is impossible to keep one precept and break another;
for the same principle runs through all. Man’s destiny will be deter-
mined by his obedience to the whole law.”—Christ’s Object Lessons, pp.
377, 378.

b. By what principles must we be governed now, on earth, if we
want to have a place in heaven? Luke 10:25–28; 1 John 5:2, 3.

“Both the poor and the rich are deciding their own eternal destiny
and proving whether they are fit subjects for the inheritance of the
saints in light. Those who put their riches to a selfish use in this world
are revealing attributes of character that show what they would do if
they had greater advantages, and possessed the imperishable treasures
of the kingdom of God. The selfish principles exercised on the earth
are not the principles which will prevail in heaven. All men stand on
an equality in heaven; for there is no caste with God. Christ said, ‘All
ye are brethren’ (Matthew 23:8).”—The Review and Herald, March 31, 1896.

“In heaven none will think of self, nor seek their own pleasure;
but all, from pure, genuine love, will seek the happiness of the heav-
enly beings around them. If we wish to enjoy heavenly society in the
earth made new, we must be governed by heavenly principles
here.”—In Heavenly Places, p. 233.
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Tuesday June 5

3. THE STANDARD IN THE JUDGMENT

a. By what standard will all be judged? Romans 2:12; 3:19; James
2:10–12.

“The law of God existed before man was created. It was adapted
to the condition of holy beings; even angels were governed by it.
After the Fall, the principles of righteousness were unchanged.
Nothing was taken from the law; not one of its holy precepts could
be improved. And as it has existed from the beginning, so will it con-
tinue to exist throughout the ceaseless ages of eternity. ‘Concerning
thy testimonies,’ says the psalmist, ‘I have known of old that thou
hast founded them for ever’ (Psalm 119:152).

“By this law, which governs angels, which demands purity in the
most secret thoughts, desires, and dispositions, and which shall
‘stand fast for ever’ (Psalm 111:8), all the world is to be judged in the
rapidly approaching day of God. Transgressors may flatter themselves
that the Most High does not know, that the Almighty does not con-
sider; He will not always bear with them. Soon they will receive the
reward of their doings, the death that is the wages of sin; while the
righteous nation, that have kept the law, will be ushered through the
pearly gates of the celestial city, and will be crowned with immortal
life and joy in the presence of God and the Lamb.”—Selected Messages,
bk. 1, p. 220.

b. How does the amount of light we have received relate to our
accountability in the judgment? Luke 12:47, 48.

“God’s test of the heathen, who have not the light, and of those
living where the knowledge of truth and light has been abundant, is
altogether different. He accepts from those in heathen lands a phase
of righteousness which does not satisfy Him when offered by those of
Christian lands. He does not require much where much has not been
bestowed.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 5, p.
1121.

“The law and the prophets are God’s appointed agencies for the
salvation of men. Christ said, Let them give heed to these evidences.
If they do not listen to the voice of God in His word, the testimony
of a witness raised from the dead would not be heeded.”—Christ’s
Object Lessons, p. 265.
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Lesson 11 Sabbath, June 16, 2007

In the Heavenly Sanctuary
“I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine

own sake, and will not remember thy sins” (Isaiah 43:25).

“The blood of Christ, while it was to release the repentant sinner
from the condemnation of the law, was not to cancel the sin; it would
stand on record in the sanctuary until the final atonement.”—
Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 357.

Suggested Readings: The Great Controversy, pp. 479–491.
Testimonies, vol. 4, pp. 384–387.

Sunday June 10

1. CHRIST’S HEAVENLY MINISTRY

a. Of what was the earthly sanctuary a type or pattern? Hebrews
8:5. Why are God’s people to look no longer to that earthly sanc-
tuary? Hebrews 9:24; 8:1, 2.

“When Jesus at His ascension entered by His own blood into the
heavenly sanctuary to shed upon His disciples the blessings of His
mediation, the Jews were left in total darkness to continue their use-
less sacrifices and offerings. The ministration of types and shadows
had ceased.”—The Great Controversy, p. 430.

b. As the earthly sanctuary was cleansed and the sins were removed,
what must also be done in the heavenly sanctuary, and when?
Daniel 8:14; Hebrews 9:23.

“As the typical cleansing of the earthly was accomplished by the
removal of the sins by which it had been polluted, so the actual
cleansing of the heavenly is to be accomplished by the removal, or
blotting out, of the sins which are there recorded. But before this can
be accomplished, there must be an examination of the books of
record to determine who, through repentance of sin and faith in
Christ, are entitled to the benefits of His atonement. The cleansing of
the sanctuary therefore involves a work of investigation—a work of
judgment. This work must be performed prior to the coming of Christ
to redeem His people; for when He comes, His reward is with Him to
give to every man according to his works (Revelation 22:12).”—The
Great Controversy, pp. 421, 422.
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Thursday June 7

5. REPRESENTATIONS OF THE JUDGMENT

a. What prophecy points to the investigative judgment? Malachi
3:1. How is this depicted in the parable of the wedding garment?
Matthew 22:11–14.

“The coming of Christ as our high priest to the most holy place, for
the cleansing of the sanctuary, brought to view in Daniel 8:14; the com-
ing of the Son of man to the Ancient of Days, as presented in Daniel
7:13; and the coming of the Lord to His temple, foretold by Malachi, are
descriptions of the same event.”—The Great Controversy, p. 426.

b. How does Daniel describe the investigative judgment? Daniel
7:9–13. What will Christ receive after the judgment, and what
will be the next great event? Daniel 7:14; Luke 12:36; Revelation
22:12.

“The followers of Christ are to ‘wait for their Lord, when He will
return from the wedding’ (Luke 12:36). But they are to understand His
work, and to follow Him by faith as He goes in before God. It is in this
sense that they are said to go in to the marriage.”—The Great Controversy,
427. [Author’s italics.]

“Christ, as stated by the prophet Daniel, will receive from the
Ancient of Days in heaven, ‘dominion, and glory, and a kingdom;’ He
will receive the New Jerusalem, the capital of His kingdom, ‘prepared
as a bride adorned for her husband’ (Daniel 7:14; Revelation 21:2).
Having received the kingdom, He will come in His glory, as King of
kings and Lord of lords, for the redemption of His people.”—Ibid.

Friday June 8

PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Why should believers in the present truth be especially aware of the
timing of the judgment?

2. What distinguishes the heirs of salvation?
3. Why is there only one standard in the judgment, yet various levels of

accountability?
4. What attitudes prepare our mind for life in heaven?
5. How are we to understand the parable of the wedding garment?
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Tuesday June 12

3. THE FIRST AND SECOND APARTMENTS

a. To which apartment of the sanctuary did Christ ascend?
Compare Hebrews 9:1, 2; Revelation 4:5; 8:3, 4.

“[Revelation 4:5; 8:3 quoted.] Here the prophet was permitted to
behold the first apartment of the sanctuary in heaven; and he saw
there the ‘seven lamps of fire’ and ‘the golden altar,’ represented by
the golden candlestick and the altar of incense in the sanctuary on
earth.”—The Great Controversy, pp. 414, 415.

“For eighteen centuries this work of ministration continued in
the first apartment of the sanctuary. The blood of Christ, pleaded in
behalf of penitent believers, secured their pardon and acceptance
with the Father, yet their sins still remained upon the books of
record.”—Ibid., p. 421.

b. Which apartment was opened in 1844 for the closing work of the
atonement? Revelation 11:19 (compare Hebrews 9:3, 4). How is
this work related to the judgment?

“‘The temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen
in His temple the ark of His testament’ (Revelation 11:19). The ark of
God’s testament is in the holy of holies, the second apartment of the
sanctuary. In the ministration of the earthly tabernacle, which served
‘unto the example and shadow of heavenly things’ (Hebrews 8:5),
this apartment was opened only upon the great Day of Atonement
for the cleansing of the sanctuary. Therefore the announcement that
the temple of God was opened in heaven and the ark of His testament
was seen points to the opening of the most holy place of the heav-
enly sanctuary in 1844 as Christ entered there to perform the closing
work of the atonement.”—The Great Controversy, p. 433.

“The announcement, ‘The hour of His judgment is come’
(Revelation 14:7), points to the closing work of Christ’s ministration
for the salvation of men. It heralds a truth which must be proclaimed
until the Saviour’s intercession shall cease and He shall return to the
earth to take His people to Himself. The work of judgment which
began in 1844 must continue until the cases of all are decided, both
of the living and the dead; hence it will extend to the close of human
probation.”—Ibid., pp. 435, 436.
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Monday June 11

2. OBTAINING FINAL FORGIVENESS

a. Even after we have been forgiven and accepted by God, why must
we continue to be watchful? Ezekiel 33:13; John 8:11 (last part).

“Those who profess to believe the third angel’s message often
wound the cause of God by lightness, joking, and trifling. I was
shown that this evil was all through our ranks. There should be a
humbling before the Lord; the Israel of God should rend the heart,
and not the garment. Childlike simplicity is rarely seen; the approba-
tion of man is more thought of than the displeasure of God. Said the
angel: ‘Set your heart in order, lest He visit you in judgment, and the
brittle thread of life be cut, and ye lie down in the grave unsheltered,
unprepared for the judgment. Or if ye do make your bed in the grave,
unless ye soon make your peace with God, and tear yourselves from
the world, your hearts will grow harder, and ye will lean upon a false
prop, a supposed preparation, and find out your mistake too late to
secure a well-grounded hope.’”—Testimonies, vol. 1, pp. 133, 134.

b. How can we as repentant sinners remain forgiven to the very
end? Matthew 24:13; Revelation 3:5.

“We need light from Heaven every hour, that we may distinguish
between the sacred and the common, the eternal and the temporal.
If left to ourselves, we shall blunder at every step; we shall incline to
the world, we shall shun self-denial, and see no necessity for constant
watchfulness and prayer, and we shall be taken captive by Satan at his
will. . . .

“All whose names shall at last be found written in the Lamb’s
book of life will fight manfully the battles of the Lord. They will labor
most earnestly to discern and put away temptations and every evil
thing. They will feel that the eye of God is upon them and that the
strictest fidelity is required. As faithful sentinels they will keep the
passage barred, that Satan may not pass them disguised as an angel of
light to work his work of death in their midst. . . .

“The white-robed ones who surround the throne of God are not
composed of that company who were lovers of pleasures more than
lovers of God, and who choose to drift with the current rather than
to breast the waves of opposition. All who remain pure and uncor-
rupted from the spirit and influence prevailing at this time will have
stern conflicts. They will come through great tribulation; they will
wash their robes of character and make them white in the blood of
the Lamb.”—My Life Today, p. 321.
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Thursday June 14

5. WHILE THE DOOR IS OPEN

a. In what sense are we who profess the present truth—and identi-
fy ourselves with the work of Revelation 14—now being meas-
ured? Revelation 11:1.

“The time has come when everything is to be shaken that can be
shaken, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain. Every
case is coming in review before God; He is measuring the temple and
the worshipers therein.”—Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 219.

“The grand judgment is taking place, and has been going on for
some time. Now the Lord says, Measure the temple and the wor-
shipers thereof. Remember when you are walking the streets about
your business, God is measuring you; when you are attending your
household duties, when you engage in conversation, God is measur-
ing you. Remember that your words and actions are being daguerreo-
typed [photographed] in the books of heaven, as the face is repro-
duced by the artist on the polished plate.”—The SDA Bible Commentary
[E. G. White Comments], vol. 7, p. 972.

b. What is our great privilege today, while the door of probation
remains open? Hebrews 10:19–23; 4:16.

“The glory that rested upon Christ is a pledge of the love of God
for us. It tells of the power of prayer—how the human voice may
reach the ear of God, and our petitions find acceptance in the courts
of heaven.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 5, p.
1079.

Friday June 15

PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What is meant by the “cleansing of the sanctuary”?
2. How does this work of cleansing involve every one of us?
3. When did the investigative judgment begin, and how long will it last?
4. Describe the solemnity of the judgment hour.
5. What should be foremost in our mind at this time?
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Wednesday June 13

4. THE BLOTTING OUT OF SINS

a. What assurance is given those who are faithful till the end of
Christ’s intercession? Isaiah 43:25.

“In the great day of final award, the dead are to be ‘judged out of
those things which were written in the books, according to their
works’ (Revelation 20:12). Then by virtue of the atoning blood of
Christ, the sins of all the truly penitent will be blotted from the books
of heaven. Thus the sanctuary will be freed, or cleansed, from the
record of sin.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 357, 358.

“All who have truly repented of sin, and by faith claimed the
blood of Christ as their atoning sacrifice, have had pardon entered
against their names in the books of heaven; as they have become par-
takers of the righteousness of Christ, and their characters are found
to be in harmony with the law of God, their sins will be blotted out,
and they themselves will be accounted worthy of eternal life. The
Lord declares, by the prophet Isaiah: ‘I, even I, am He that blotteth
out thy transgressions for Mine own sake, and will not remember thy
sins’ (Isaiah 43:25).”—The Great Controversy, p. 483.

b. What must we do before our sins can be blotted out? What will
follow the blotting out of sins? Acts 3:19–21.

“Those who are living upon the earth when the intercession of
Christ shall cease in the sanctuary above are to stand in the sight of
a holy God without a mediator. Their robes must be spotless, their
characters must be purified from sin by the blood of sprinkling.
Through the grace of God and their own diligent effort they must be
conquerors in the battle with evil. While the investigative judgment
is going forward in heaven, while the sins of penitent believers are
being removed from the sanctuary, there is to be a special work of
purification, of putting away of sin, among God’s people upon
earth.”—The Great Controversy, p. 425.

“Our Advocate is standing before the Father, pleading as our
intercessor. In place of wrapping about us the garments of self-right-
eousness, we should be found daily humbling ourselves before God,
confessing our own individual sins, seeking the pardon of our trans-
gressions, and cooperating with Christ in the work of preparing our
souls to reflect the divine image. Unless we enter the sanctuary above,
and unite with Christ in working out our own salvation with fear and
trembling, we shall be weighed in the balances of the sanctuary, and
shall be pronounced wanting.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White
Comments], vol. 7, pp. 933, 934.
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Monday June 18

2. THE SINS OF BABYLON

a. What is the “wine” that Babylon has used in her sinful connec-
tion with the world? Revelation 17:2 (last part); 19:2.

“The great sin charged against Babylon is that she ‘made all
nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication’ (Revelation
14:8). This cup of intoxication which she presents to the world repre-
sents the false doctrines that she has accepted as the result of her
unlawful connection with the great ones of the earth. Friendship with
the world corrupts her faith, and in her turn she exerts a corrupting
influence upon the world by teaching doctrines which are opposed to
the plainest statements of Holy Writ.”—The Great Controversy, p. 388.

b. What does the Bible call the sin of seeking the support of the
world? Revelation 18:3; James 4:4.

“The unfaithfulness of the church to Christ in permitting her
confidence and affection to be turned from Him, and allowing the
love of worldly things to occupy the soul, is likened to the violation
of the marriage vow. The sin of Israel in departing from the Lord is
presented under this figure.”—The Great Controversy, p. 381.

“It was by departure from the Lord, and alliance with the hea-
then, that the Jewish church became a harlot; and Rome, corrupting
herself in like manner by seeking the support of worldly powers,
receives a like condemnation.”—Ibid., p. 382.

“In what religious bodies are the greater part of the followers of
Christ now to be found? Without doubt, in the various churches pro-
fessing the Protestant faith. . . . But they fell by the same desire which
was the curse and ruin of Israel—the desire of imitating the practices
and courting the friendship of the ungodly.”—Ibid., p. 383.

“Men will employ every means to make less prominent the dif-
ference between Seventh-day Adventists and observers of the first day
of the week. A company was presented before me under the name of
Seventh-day Adventists, who were advising that the banner, or sign,
which makes us a distinct people should not be held out so striking-
ly; for they claimed that this was not the best policy in order to secure
success to our institutions. But this is not a time to haul down our
colors, to be ashamed of our faith.”—Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 144.
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Lesson 12 Sabbath, June 23, 2007

The Second Angel’s Message
“And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen,

is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the
wine of the wrath of her fornication” (Revelation 14:8).

“The message of Revelation 14, announcing the fall of Babylon
must apply to religious bodies that were once pure and have become
corrupt.”—The Great Controversy, p. 383. [Author’s italics.]

Suggested Readings: The Great Controversy, 381–390.
The Story of Redemption, pp. 364–368.

Sunday June 17

1. A GREAT SPIRITUAL DECADENCE

a. What is the second angel’s message? Revelation 14:8. What does
this message mean?

“The term ‘Babylon’ is derived from ‘Babel,’ and signifies confu-
sion. It is employed in Scripture to designate the various forms of
false or apostate religion.”—The Great Controversy, p. 381.

“As the churches refused to receive the first angel’s message, they
rejected the light from heaven and fell from the favor of God.”—Early
Writings, p. 237.

b. What symbol represents the fallen denominations in these last
days? Revelation 17:3–5.

“Babylon is said to be ‘the mother of harlots.’ By her daughters
must be symbolized churches that cling to her doctrines and tradi-
tions, and follow her example of sacrificing the truth and the
approval of God, in order to form an unlawful alliance with the
world.”—The Great Controversy, pp. 382, 383. [Author’s italics.]

“Many of the Protestant churches are following Rome’s example
of iniquitous connection with ‘the kings of the earth’—the state
churches, by their relation to secular governments; and other denom-
inations, by seeking the favor of the world. And the term ‘Babylon’—
confusion—may be appropriately applied to these bodies.”—Ibid., p.
383.
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Wednesday June 20

4. THE MESSAGES REPEATED

a. Why must the second angel’s message be repeated? Revelation
18:2; 2 Timothy 3:13.

“The Bible declares that before the coming of the Lord, Satan will
work ‘with all power and signs and lying wonders, and with all
deceivableness of unrighteousness;’ and they that ‘received not the
love of the truth, that they might be saved,’ will be left to receive
‘strong delusion, that they should believe a lie’ (2 Thessalonians
2:9–11). Not until this condition shall be reached, and the union of
the church with the world shall be fully accomplished throughout
Christendom, will the fall of Babylon be complete.”—The Great
Controversy, pp. 389, 390. [Author’s italics.]

“[Revelation 18:1–5 quoted.] Thus the substance of the second
angel’s message is again given to the world by that other angel who
lightens the earth with his glory. These messages all blend in one, to
come before the people in the closing days of this earth’s history. . . . 

“Our work is to proclaim the commandments of God and the tes-
timony of Jesus Christ. ‘Prepare to meet thy God’ (Amos 4:12), is the
warning to be given to the world. It is a warning to us individually.
We are called upon to lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth
so easily beset us.”—Selected Messages, bk. 2, p. 116.

b. What plan does God have for the honest believers who are still in
the fallen denominations? Revelation 18:4.

“Revelation 18 points to the time when, as the result of rejecting
the threefold warning of Revelation 14:6–12, the church will have
fully reached the condition foretold by the second angel, and the
people of God still in Babylon will be called upon to separate from
her communion. This message is the last that will ever be given to the
world; and it will accomplish its work. When those that ‘believed not
the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness’ (2 Thessalonians
2:12), shall be left to receive strong delusion and to believe a lie, then
the light of truth will shine upon all whose hearts are open to receive
it, and all the children of the Lord that remain in Babylon will heed
the call: ‘Come out of her, My people’ (Revelation 18:4).”—The Great
Controversy, p. 390.
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Tuesday June 19

3. STILL GREATER SINS

a. Of what sins is Babylon particularly guilty? Daniel 7:25;
Revelation 17:6.

“The papacy has attempted to change the law of God. The second
commandment, forbidding image worship, has been dropped from
the law, and the fourth commandment has been so changed as to
authorize the observance of the first instead of the seventh day as the
Sabbath.”—The Great Controversy, p. 446.

“In the thirteenth century was established that most terrible of all
the engines of the papacy—the Inquisition. The prince of darkness
wrought with the leaders of the papal hierarchy. In their secret coun-
cils Satan and his angels controlled the minds of evil men, while
unseen in the midst stood an angel of God, taking the fearful record
of their iniquitous decrees and writing the history of deeds too horri-
ble to appear to human eyes. ‘Babylon the great’ was ‘drunken with
the blood of the saints’ (Revelation 17:6). The mangled forms of mil-
lions of martyrs cried to God for vengeance upon that apostate power.

“Popery had become the world’s despot. Kings and emperors
bowed to the decrees of the Roman pontiff. The destinies of men,
both for time and for eternity, seemed under his control. For hun-
dreds of years the doctrines of Rome had been extensively and implic-
itly received, its rites reverently performed, its festivals generally
observed. Its clergy were honored and liberally sustained. Never since
has the Roman Church attained to greater dignity, magnificence, or
power.”—Ibid., pp. 59, 60.

b. How long was the specific period of religious persecution under
the supremacy of Rome? Revelation 12:6, 13, 14; 13:7, 5. (See also
Numbers 14:34; Ezekiel 4:6.)

“The periods here mentioned—‘forty and two months,’ and ‘a
thousand two hundred and threescore days’ (Revelation 13:5; 12:6)—
are the same, alike representing the time in which the church of
Christ was to suffer oppression from Rome. The 1260 years of papal
supremacy began in A.D. 538, and would therefore terminate in 1798.
At that time a French army entered Rome and made the pope a pris-
oner, and he died in exile. Though a new pope was soon afterward
elected, the papal hierarchy has never since been able to wield the
power which it before possessed.”—The Great Controversy, p. 266.
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Lesson 13 Sabbath, June 30, 2007

The Third Angel’s Message
“If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his

mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the
wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture
into the cup of his indignation” (Revelation 14:9, 10).

“As the ministration of Jesus closed in the holy place, and He
passed into the holiest, and stood before the ark containing the law
of God, He sent another mighty angel with a third message to the
world.”—Early Writings, p. 254.

Suggested Readings: The Great Controversy, pp. 440–450.
Ibid., pp. 578–581.

Sunday June 24

1. A WARNING AGAINST FALSE WORSHIP

a. What is the essence of the third angel’s message? Revelation 14:9,
10.

“In contrast to those who keep the commandments of God and
have the faith of Jesus, the third angel points to another class, against
whose errors a solemn and fearful warning is uttered: [Revelation
14:9, 10 quoted].”—The Great Controversy, p. 438.

b. When human legislation shall conflict with the law of God by
demanding a false worship, how will the world be divided?
Revelation 13:1–4, 8.

“In the issue of the contest all Christendom will be divided into
two great classes—those who keep the commandments of God and
the faith of Jesus, and those who worship the beast and his image and
receive his mark.”—The Great Controversy, p. 450.

“In comparison with the millions of the world, God’s people will
be, as they have ever been, a little flock; but if they stand for the truth
as revealed in His word, God will be their refuge.”—The Acts of the
Apostles, p. 590.
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Thursday June 21

5. SATAN’S FINAL DECEPTION

a. What phenomenon will be observed increasingly in these last
days? Matthew 24:24–26; Revelation 13:13, 14.

“The last great delusion is soon to open before us. Antichrist is to
perform his marvelous works in our sight. So closely will the coun-
terfeit resemble the true that it will be impossible to distinguish
between them except by the Holy Scriptures. By their testimony every
statement and every miracle must be tested.”—The Great Controversy, p.
593.

b. When we hear, “Lo, here is Christ, or there is Christ,” how should
we respond? Matthew 24:23. What punishment will God finally
permit to fall upon Babylon, and why? Revelation 18:8.

“Satan . . . will come personating Jesus Christ, working mighty
miracles; and men will fall down and worship him as Jesus Christ. We
shall be commanded to worship this being, whom the world will glo-
rify as Christ. What shall we do?”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G.
White Comments], vol. 6, pp. 1105, 1106.

“Men will be deceived and will exalt [Satan] to the place of God,
and deify him. But Omnipotence will interpose, and to the apostate
churches that unite in the exaltation of Satan, the sentence will go
forth, ‘Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and
mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for
strong is the Lord God who judgeth her’ (Revelation 18:8).”—
Testimonies to Ministers, p. 62.

Friday June 22

PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What does the term “Babylon” signify today?
2. How are we to avoid imbibing the Babylonian wine?
3. What are the main characteristics of Babylon?
4. Why is the second angel’s message repeated?
5. When the power and influence of Babylon appears to be almost over-

whelming, what should we always keep in mind?
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Tuesday June 26

3. THE MARK OF THE BEAST

a. What is the object of the second beast, in direct opposition to the
law of God? Revelation 13:16. What is the mark of the beast?

“The sign, or seal, of God is revealed in the observance of the sev-
enth-day Sabbath, the Lord’s memorial of creation. ‘The Lord spake
unto Moses, saying, Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, say-
ing, Verily My Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between Me and
you throughout your generations; that ye may know that I am the
Lord that doth sanctify you’ (Exodus 31:12, 13). Here the Sabbath is
clearly designated as a sign between God and His people.

“The mark of the beast is the opposite of this—the observance of
the first day of the week. This mark distinguishes those who acknowl-
edge the supremacy of the papal authority from those who acknowl-
edge the authority of God.”—Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 117.

b. What sanctions will be imposed by the authorities on those who
refuse to receive the mark of the beast? Revelation 13:17, 15.

“Fearful is the issue to which the world is to be brought. The pow-
ers of earth, uniting to war against the commandments of God, will
decree that ‘all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond’
(Revelation 13:16), shall conform to the customs of the church by the
observance of the false sabbath. All who refuse compliance will be
visited with civil penalties, and it will finally be declared that they are
deserving of death. On the other hand, the law of God enjoining the
Creator’s rest day demands obedience and threatens wrath against all
who transgress its precepts.”—The Great Controversy, p. 604.

“As the controversy extends into new fields and the minds of the
people are called to God’s downtrodden law, Satan is astir. The power
attending the message will only madden those who oppose it. The
clergy will put forth almost superhuman efforts to shut away the light
lest it should shine upon their flocks. By every means at their com-
mand they will endeavor to suppress the discussion of these vital
questions. The church appeals to the strong arm of civil power, and,
in this work, papists and Protestants unite. As the movement for
Sunday enforcement becomes more bold and decided, the law will be
invoked against commandment keepers. They will be threatened
with fines and imprisonment, and some will be offered positions of
influence, and other rewards and advantages, as inducements to
renounce their faith. But their steadfast answer is: ‘Show us from the
word of God our error’—the same plea that was made by Luther
under similar circumstances.”—Ibid., p. 607.
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Monday June 25

2. DECEIVING EARTH’S INHABITANTS

a. How will a religio-political power, symbolized by the second
beast, flatter and imitate the first beast? Revelation 13:11, 12, 14.

“The lamblike horns and dragon voice of the symbol point to a
striking contradiction between the professions and the practice of the
nation thus represented. The ‘speaking’ of the nation is the action of
its legislative and judicial authorities. By such action it will give the
lie to those liberal and peaceful principles which it has put forth as
the foundation of its policy. The prediction that it will speak ‘as a
dragon’ and exercise ‘all the power of the first beast’ plainly foretells
a development of the spirit of intolerance and persecution that was
manifested by the nations represented by the dragon and the leop-
ardlike beast. And the statement that the beast with two horns
‘causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first
beast’ (Revelation 13:12) indicates that the authority of this nation is
to be exercised in enforcing some observance which shall be an act of
homage to the papacy.”—The Great Controversy, p. 442.

b. What will be one of the wonders performed to deceive the inhab-
itants of the earth? Revelation 13:13.

c. What specific truth must we understand in order to escape many
of these delusions? Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6.

“The saints must get a thorough understanding of present truth,
which they will be obliged to maintain from the Scriptures. They
must understand the state of the dead; for the spirits of devils will yet
appear to them, professing to be beloved friends and relatives, who
will declare to them that the Sabbath has been changed, also other
unscriptural doctrines. They will do all in their power to excite sym-
pathy and will work miracles before them to confirm what they
declare.”—Early Writings, p. 87.

“Satan will come in to deceive if possible the very elect. He claims
to be Christ, and he is coming in, pretending to be the great medical
missionary. He will cause fire to come down from heaven in the sight
of men to prove that he is God. We must stand barricaded by the
truths of the Bible.”—Medical Ministry, pp. 87, 88.
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Thursday June 28

5. CALLED, CHOSEN, AND FAITHFUL

a. Ever since the third angel’s message began to be proclaimed in
1844, what has God required of all who receive it? Revelation
14:12; 15:2.

“Those who are distrustful of self, who are humbling themselves
before God and purifying their souls by obeying the truth—these are
receiving the heavenly mold and preparing for the seal of God in
their foreheads.”—Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 216.

“All who follow the Lamb in heaven must first have followed
Him on earth, not fretfully or capriciously, but in trustful, loving,
willing obedience, as the flock follows the shepherd.”—The Acts of the
Apostles, p. 591.

b. What is the specific number of those to be saved under the procla-
mation of the third angel’s message? Revelation 14:1; 7:4. Why is
the seal of God necessary in order to be saved under this message?

“Soon we heard the voice of God like many waters, which gave us
the day and hour of Jesus’ coming. The living saints, 144,000 in num-
ber, knew and understood the voice, while the wicked thought it was
thunder and an earthquake.”—Early Writings, p. 15.

“Our own course of action will determine whether we shall
receive the seal of the living God or be cut down by the destroying
weapons.”—Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 212.

“What is the seal of the living God, which is placed in the fore-
heads of His people? It is a mark which angels, but not human eyes,
can read; for the destroying angel must see this mark of redemp-
tion.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 7, p. 968.

“Only those who receive the seal of the living God will have the
passport through the gates of the Holy City.”—Ibid., p. 970.

Friday June 29

PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. How can we gain courage to follow God amidst opposition?
2. Why will many be deluded into receiving the mark of the beast?
3. Describe the religious crisis soon to occur.
4. What solemn responsibility rests upon all who understand the three

angels’ messages?
5. Who only can be part of the literal 144,000?
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Wednesday June 27

4. THE MOST FEARFUL THREATENING

a. What punishment will Heaven send upon those who receive the
mark of apostasy and accept the false worship imposed by the
powers symbolized by the two beasts? Revelation 14:10, 11.

“The most fearful threatening ever addressed to mortals is con-
tained in the third angel’s message. That must be a terrible sin which
calls down the wrath of God unmingled with mercy. Men are not to
be left in darkness concerning this important matter; the warning
against this sin is to be given to the world before the visitation of
God’s judgments, that all may know why they are to be inflicted, and
have opportunity to escape them.”—The Great Controversy, pp. 449, 450.

b. While the servants of God will be protected from the seven last
plagues (Malachi 3:17), what will happen to the adherents of the
false system of worship? Revelation 16:1, 2.

“Those who had not prized God’s Word were hurrying to and fro,
wandering from sea to sea, and from the north to the east, to seek the
Word of the Lord. Said the angel, ‘They shall not find it. There is a
famine in the land; not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but
for hearing the words of the Lord. What would they not give for one
word of approval from God! but no, they must hunger and thirst on.
Day after day have they slighted salvation, prizing earthly riches and
earthly pleasure higher than any heavenly treasure or inducement.
They have rejected Jesus and despised His saints. The filthy must
remain filthy forever.’

“Many of the wicked were greatly enraged as they suffered the
effects of the plagues. It was a scene of fearful agony. Parents were bit-
terly reproaching their children, and children their parents, brothers
their sisters, and sisters their brothers. Loud, wailing cries were heard
in every direction, ‘It was you who kept me from receiving the truth
which would have saved me from this awful hour.’ The people turned
upon their ministers with bitter hate and reproached them, saying,
‘You have not warned us. You told us that all the world was to be con-
verted, and cried, Peace, peace, to quiet every fear that was aroused.
You have not told us of this hour; and those who warned us of it you
declared to be fanatics and evil men, who would ruin us.’”—Early
Writings, pp. 281, 282.
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