














light, our joy, our triumph, a great
reward for all our efforts.

To all we would say, and espe-
cially to the young, For Christ’s sake,
let your education be shaped by the
inducements of the better world.2

JOY FOR THE CHRISTIAN YOUTH

Says the wise man, “Remember
now thy Creator in the days of thy
youth” (Ecclesiastes 12:1). But do
not for a moment suppose that re-
ligion will make you sad and
gloomy and will block up the way
to success. The religion of Christ
does not obliterate or even weaken
a single faculty. It in no way inca-
pacitates you for the enjoyment of
any real happiness; it is not de-
signed to lessen your interest in
life, or to make you indifferent to
the claims of friends and society. It
does not mantle the life in sack-
cloth; it is not expressed in deep-
drawn sighs and groans. No, no;
those who in everything make God
first and last and best, are the hap-
piest people in the world. Smiles
and sunshine are not banished
from their countenance. Religion
does not make the receiver coarse
and rough, untidy, and uncourte-
ous; on the contrary, it elevates and
ennobles him, refines his taste,

sanctifies his judgment, and fits
him for the society of heavenly an-
gels and for the home that Jesus
has gone to prepare.

Let us never lose sight of the
fact that Jesus is a wellspring of
joy. He does not delight in the
misery of human beings, but loves
to see them happy. Christians
have many sources of happiness at
their command, and they may tell
with unerring accuracy what
pleasures are lawful and right.
They may enjoy such recreations
as will not dissipate the mind or
debase the soul, such as will not
disappoint, and leave a sad after-
influence to destroy self-respect or
bar the way to usefulness. If they
can take Jesus with them, and
maintain a prayerful spirit, they
are perfectly safe. . . .

Our youth have the precious
Bible; and if all their plans and
purposes are tested by the Holy
Scriptures, they will be led into safe
paths. Here we may learn what
God expects of the beings formed
in His image. Here we may learn
how to improve the present life,
and how to secure the future life.
No other book can satisfy the ques-
tionings of the mind, and the crav-
ings of the heart. By giving heed to
the teachings of God’s word, men
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may rise from the lowest depths of
ignorance and degradation to be-
come sons of God, associates of
sinless angels.

The more the mind dwells
upon these themes, the more it will
be seen that the same principles
run through natural and spiritual
things. There is harmony between
nature and Christianity; for both
have the same Author. The book of
nature and the book of revelation
indicate the working of the same
divine mind. There are lessons to
be learned in nature; and there are
lessons, deep, earnest, and all-im-
portant lessons, to be learned from
the book of God.

Young friends, the fear of the
Lord lies at the very foundation of
all progress; it is the beginning of
wisdom. Your heavenly Father has
claims upon you; for without solici-
tation or merit on your part He
gives you the bounties of His provi-
dence; and more than this, He has
given you all heaven in one gift, that
of His beloved Son. In return for
this infinite gift, He claims of you
willing obedience. As you are
bought with a price, even the pre-
cious blood of the Son of God, He
requires that you make a right use of
the privileges you enjoy. Your intel-
lectual and moral faculties are God's
gifts, talents entrusted to you for
wise improvement, and you are not
at liberty to let them lie dormant for
want of proper cultivation, or be
crippled and dwarfed by inaction. It
is for you to determine whether or
not the weighty responsibilities that
rest upon you shall be faithfully
met, whether or not your efforts
shall be well directed and your best.

We are living in the perils of
the last days. All heaven is inter-
ested in the characters you are
forming. Every provision has been
made for you, that you should be a
partaker of the divine nature, hav-
ing escaped the corruption that is
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in the world through lust. Man is
not left alone to conquer the pow-
ers of evil by his own feeble efforts.
Help is at hand, and will be given
every soul who really desires it.?

FIGHTING THE GOOD FIGHT OF
FAITH

Will our youth consider that
they have battles to fight? Satan
and his hosts are arrayed against
them, and they have not the experi-
ence that those of mature age have
gained.

Satan has an intense hatred for
Christ, and the purchase of His
blood, and he works with all de-
ceivableness of unrighteousness.
He seeks by every artifice to enlist
the young under his banner; and
he uses them as his agents to sug-
gest doubts of the Bible. When one
seed of doubt is sown, Satan nour-
ishes it until it produces an abun-
dant harvest. If he can unsettle one
youth in regard to the Scripture,
that one will not cease to work
until other minds are leavened with
the same skepticism.

Those who cherish doubts will
boast of their independence of
mind; but they are far enough from
possessing genuine independence.
Their minds are filled with slavish
fear, lest some one as weak and su-
perficial as themselves should
ridicule them. This is weakness,
and slavery to the veriest tyrant.
True liberty and independence are
found in the service of God. His
service will place upon you no re-
striction that will not increase your
happiness. In complying with His
requirements, you will find a peace,
contentment, and enjoyment that
you can never have in the path of
wild license and sin. Then study
well the nature of the liberty you
desire. Is it the liberty of the sons of
God, to be free in Christ Jesus? or
do you call the selfish indulgence
of base passions freedom? Such lib-
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erty carries with it the heaviest re-
morse; it is the cruelest bondage.

True independence of mind is
not stubbornness. It leads the
youth to form their opinions on
the word of God, irrespective of
what others may say or do. If in the
company of the unbelieving, the
atheist, or the infidel, it leads them
to acknowledge and defend their
belief in the sacred truths of the
gospel against the cavilings and
witticisms of their ungodly associ-
ates. If they are with those who
think it a virtue to parade the faults
of professed Christians, and then
scoff at religion, morality, and
virtue, real independence of mind
will lead them courteously yet
boldly to show that ridicule is a
poor substitute for sound argu-
ment. It will enable them to look
beyond the caviler to the one who
influences him, the adversary of
God and man, and to resist him in
the person of his agent.

Stand up for Jesus, young
friends, and in your time of need
Jesus will stand up for you. “By
their fruits ye shall know them”
(Matthew 7:20). Either God or
Satan controls the mind; and the
life shows so clearly that none need
mistake to which power you yield
allegiance. Everyone has an influ-
ence either for good or for evil. Is
your influence on the side of Christ
or on that of Satan? Those who
turn away from iniquity enlist the
power of Omnipotence in their
favor. The atmosphere that sur-
rounds them is not of earth. By the
silent power of a well-ordered life
and a godly conversation, they may
present Jesus to the world. They
may reflect Heaven'’s light, and win
souls to Christ. . . .

The future of society will be
determined by the youth of today.
Satan is making earnest, persever-
ing efforts to corrupt the mind and
debase the character of every
young person; and shall we who

have more experience stand as
mere spectators, and see him ac-
complish his purpose without hin-
drance? Let us stand at our post as
minutemen, to work for these
youth, and through the help of
God hold them back from the pit
of destruction. In the parable,
while men slept, the enemy sowed
tares; and while you, my brethren
and sisters, are unconscious of his
work, he is gathering an army of
youth under his banner; and he ex-
ults, for through them he carries
on his warfare against God. . . .

Let us work for the youth with
all the powers God has bestowed
upon us, and He will bless our
well-directed efforts. Our Saviour
longs to save the young. He would
rejoice to see them around His
throne clothed in the spotless robes
of His righteousness. He is waiting
to place upon their heads the
crown of life, and hear their happy
voices join in ascribing honor and
glory and majesty to God and the
Lamb in the song of victory that
shall echo and reecho throughout
the courts of heaven.*

All are given an opportunity to
develop character. All may fill their
appointed places in God’s great
plan. The Lord accepted Samuel
from his very childhood, because
his heart was pure. He was given to
God, a consecrated offering, and
the Lord made him a channel of
light. If the youth of today will con-
secrate themselves as did Samuel,
the Lord will accept them and use
them in His work. Of their life they
may be able to say with the
psalmist, “O God, Thou hast taught
me from my youth: and hitherto
have I declared Thy wondrous
works” (Psalm 71:17).5
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ife is full of choices. From

the moment we wake up in

the morning, until the time

we go to bed at night, we
are constantly making choices. The
average person makes hundreds of
choices every day. Some decisions
we make may only have an effect
on ourselves or others for minutes,
while the effect of other decisions
may last days, weeks, months,
years, or even eternity!

In today’s busy world, the
prophecy of Daniel is being ful-
filled before our eyes, “But thou, O
Daniel, shut up the words, and seal
the book, even to the time of the
end: many shall run to and fro, and
knowledge shall be increased”
(Daniel 12:4).

During this time—a time of
technological advancement, ad-
vanced communication, trans-
portation, industry, and increased
knowledge in science, a time where
the understanding of the sealed
book of Daniel has been re-
vealed—during this time, more
than at any other, there are great
decisions to make.

“Multitudes, multitudes in the
valley of decision: for the day of
the Lord is near in the valley of de-
cision” (Joel 3:14).

PRIORITIES

On March 31, 1909, the ship-
building company, Harland &
Wolff, began construction on what
was to be the biggest and most lux-
urious ship of its time, the RMS Ti-
tanic. This great vessel, 882 feet 9
inches long, weighing 46,328
tonnes, had the capacity to hold
3,547 persons. The Titanic was de-
signed to carry 48 lifeboats but,
contrary to the advice of the ship-
builders, White Star Line Company
decided that passenger comfort was
most important and that more
than 20 lifeboats would only clut-
ter the decks and take up valuable
space.

On its first and fateful voyage
from Southampton to New York
(USA), beginning April 10 (Eng-
land), 1912, the new ship was mak-
ing excellent time. By the evening
of Monday, April 15, the Titanic was
cruising through the calm, cold wa-
ters of the North Atlantic Ocean.
During the course of that evening,
the crew received and ignored nu-
merous warnings of ice in the area,
and they powered on. While the
wireless operator was busily send-
ing messages to land, the last warn-
ing came, loud and clear, from the
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nearby ship, SS Californian. Before
the operator of the Californian
could give their location, they were
rudely told to keep quiet and not
jam the Titanic’s signal. After wait-
ing patiently for some time, the
Californian’s wireless operator
turned off his equipment and went
to sleep. Less than an hour later,
the Titanic hit an iceberg. By the
time the crew of the supposedly
unsinkable ship realized their trou-
ble and sent a call for help, the Cal-
ifornian’s lights could be seen on
the horizon but their distress signal
couldn’t be heard by anyone close
enough to save the majority of the
Titanic 's passengers and crew from
a watery grave.

Wrong choices based on wrong
priorities caused the death of ap-
proximately 1,490 people in the
North Atlantic Ocean. What about
us today? What are our choices
based on? Where are we turning for
safe counsel? Are we heeding the
warnings of danger? Is the path we
are taking headed for a safe harbor,
or is it aimed at certain destruction?

DECISIONS IN EARLY LIFE

How many times have you
asked or been asked, “What are you




going to be when you grow up?”
This important question needs to
be faced by every child or young
person at some stage. While careers
are important and have a great ef-
fect on our life, it is important to
examine not just what profession
we want to take, but why we want
to take it, and who we want to be.

During my childhood, I re-
member hearing a number of
friends say what career they wanted
to take and why. I will mention just
a few that come to mind:

“I want to be a fireman because
I like their hats and trucks.”

“I want to be a zookeeper so I
can have lots of animals.”

“I want to be a lawyer so I can
earn lots of money.”

“I want to be a truck driver so I
can stop at service stations and get
ice cream.”

“I want to be a missionary be-
cause I like traveling.”

Young people, why do you do
what you do? Parents, why do you
encourage your children to follow a
career path? What are our priori-
ties? Is it possible that in all our
considerations we may be leaving
lifeboats off the ship? Are conven-
ience, ease, materialism or fashion
playing a part in our choices? In all
our considerations, of possible di-
rections that we can take, the won-
derful counselor is saying to us,
“My son, give me thine heart, and
let thine eyes observe my ways”
(Proverbs 23:26).

Naturally, the human heart
loves and desires many things; the
appetite, the passions, and the feel-
ings all want to be pleased. To con-
sult them in the early choices of life
will lead to certain destruction.
Many of the decisions we make
early in life can affect the rest of
our earthly history. If we begin to
serve self in different areas of our

life, we may find ourselves chained
to bad habits that are extremely dif-
ficult to break away from. This is
why Jesus says, first, before any
other consideration, give your
heart, your feelings, and your intel-
lect to Me. “Seek ye first the king-
dom of God, and his righteousness;
and all these things shall be added
unto you” (Matthew 6:33).

Education, training, and careers
are of great importance. For the fur-
therance of the gospel work and
the service of humanity, the world
needs pastors, teachers, farmers,
doctors, lawyers, builders, secre-
taries, and managers. Prayer and
consideration need to be given as
to which path to take. It is impor-
tant to plan and go forward, but
first, before any other considera-
tion, let us ask the question, “Lord
who, not what, do you want me to
be?” Who am 1? Am [ a servant, a
follower of Jesus, ready to be used
how and where He sees fit? Or am [
a follower of my wants and ways,
dogmatically sticking to them no
matter what?

“Consecrate yourself to God in
the morning; make this your very
first work. Let your prayer be, ‘Take
me, O Lord, as wholly Thine. I lay
all my plans at Thy feet. Use me
today in Thy service. Abide with
me, and let all my work be wrought
in Thee! This is a daily matter. Each
morning consecrate yourself to
God for that day. Surrender all your
plans to Him, to be carried out or
given up as His providence shall in-
dicate. Thus day by day you may be
giving your life into the hands of
God, and thus your life will be
molded more and more after the
life of Christ.”?

“God has given us the power of
choice; it is ours to exercise. We
cannot change our hearts, we can-
not control our thoughts, our im-
pulses, our affections. We cannot
make ourselves pure, fit for God’s

service. But we can choose to serve
God, we can give Him our will;
then He will work in us to will and
to do according to His good pleas-
ure. Thus our whole nature will be
brought under the control of
Christ.”?

Dear youth, put first things
first. The first and most important
work, realizing our weakness, is to
surrender all to Jesus. First, choose
to follow Him, be open to His call-
ing, His guidance in what He wants
you to be. Guard against following
inclination. In your choices in edu-
cation, careers, finance, diet, dress,
friends, and partners, commit all to
God. Ask Him to open the doors of
providence, to guide you through
His Word as you step forward to
serve Him. Then you will be the
most successful, the most happy,
and the most useful in the direc-
tion He chooses for you.

“The Bible must be made the
groundwork and subject-matter of
education. It is true that we know
much more of the word of the liv-
ing God than we knew in the past,
but there is still much more to be
learned. It should be used as the
word of the living God, and es-
teemed as first, and last, and best in
everything. Then will be seen true
spiritual growth. The students will
develop healthy religious charac-
ters, because they eat the flesh and
drink the blood of the Son of God.
But unless watched and nurtured,
the health of the soul decays. Keep
in the channel of light. Study the
Bible. Those who serve God faith-
fully will be blessed. He who per-
mits no faithful work to go
unrewarded will crown every act of
loyalty and integrity with special to-
kens of His love and approbation.”?

DECISIONS IN LATER LIFE

When setting out on a journey,
it is important to have a purpose, a




direction. As we travel, we some-
times have to change direction due
to obstacles in the path. Sometimes
due to circumstances, we may even
have to reassess and change our
destination or purpose of travel.
The all important thing is to main-
tain a purpose, a reason for being
mobile. So, when we set out on the
Christian walk, we start with many
ideals, hopes, and aspirations. We
start running well but find some-
thing turns out different from what
was originally planned. Perhaps a
friend or colleague fails us, we be-
come discouraged, lose our direc-
tion, and forget that our counsel,
comfort, and guidance must only
come from our Saviour.

At times like these, there is
need to reassess, reconsider, and
recommit our life to God. Think
how different the result would
have been, had this course been
immediately followed in the lives
of Saul, David, Solomon, Man-
asseh or Balaam. How much time
and heartache would have been
spared! How many inexperienced
souls would have been saved from
following a wrong example! With a
wonderful Saviour standing by our
side, there is no need to let dis-
couragement overwhelm us or de-
spair set in, no time to have a
midlife crisis!

“Everyone needs a practical ex-
perience in trusting God for him-
self. Let no man become your
confessor; open the heart to God;
tell him every secret of the soul.
Bring to Him your difficulties,
small and great, and He will show
you a way out of them all. He
alone can know how to give the
very help you need.

“And when, after a trying sea-
son, help comes to you, when the
Spirit of God is manifestly at work
for you, what a precious experience
you gain! You are obtaining faith
and love, the gold that the True
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Witness counsels you to buy of
Him. You are learning to go to God
in all your troubles; and as you
learn these precious lessons of
faith, you will teach the same to
others. Thus you may be continu-
ally leading the people to a higher
plane of experience.”*

As we go on in our Christian
experience, it is important to keep
some things in mind. Paul says, “As
ye have therefore received Christ
Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him”
(Colossians 2:6). How did you first
receive Jesus? Did you go to Him in
your extremity, realizing that you
were an erring sinner, condemned
by a death penalty from which only
Christ could set you free? When
you received Jesus and by faith
took your first step on the Chris-
tian pathway, did you realize just
how impossible it was for you to
walk the path without Him? Did
you grasp hold by faith and utter
reliance and see the impossible
come true?

SUCCESS

In order to have success and
find the true joy and meaning in
life, commit your all to God. As
you have received Christ, so walk.
At every advanced step, do we have
the same trust, the same utter re-
liance, the realization of our utter
unworthiness, our utter helpless-
ness to keep those ten laws of love,
to love God and our fellowman, to
eat, drink, dress, speak, act, and live
the way God would have us live? In
order to have success both now and
in the future, let us look back to
where we first saw the light, where
the religion of Christ truly worked
in our life, and so walk in Him. If
we are to succeed in the Christian
walk, then we must not only put
first things first, but the first things
last. Jesus is the Alpha and Omega.
We can safely trust our all into His

hands at the beginning, at the end,
and every step of the way. “For we
are made partakers of Christ, if we
hold the beginning of our confi-
dence stedfast unto the end” (He-
brews 3:14).

Before starting out in the day,
before communing with others,
commune with God. “Make Christ
first and last and best in everything.
Constantly behold Him, and your
love for Him will daily become
deeper and stronger as it is submit-
ted to the test of trial. And as your
love for Him increases, your love
for each other will grow deeper and
stronger.”>

Never say to yourself, it is im-
possible for me to succeed or over-
come in the Christian life. Maybe
some goals are not going according
to plan. Yes, you may have to try
again or maybe God has a different
plan for you, but don't give up.

“Many times you say, ‘I cannot
do this, and ‘I cannot do that,
when you know that the things
you say you cannot do are right for
you to do. You can fight against
the enemy, not in your own
strength, but in the strength God
is ever ready to give you. Trusting
in His word, you will never say, ‘I

g

can't!
“If thou canst believe, all
things are possible to him that be-
lieveth” (Mark 9:23). It is faith that
connects us with heaven, and
brings us strength for coping with
the powers of darkness. In Christ,
God has provided means for sub-
duing every sinful trait, and resist-
ing every temptation, however
strong. But many feel that they lack
faith, and therefore they remain
away from Christ. Let these souls,
in their helpless unworthiness, cast
themselves upon the mercy of their
compassionate Saviour. Look not
to self, but to Christ.

(Continued on page 14)
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hoever hears these

sayings of Mine, and

does them, I will

liken him to a wise
man who built his house on the
rock; and the rain descended, the
floods came, and the winds blew
and beat on that house; and it did
not fall, for it was founded on the
rock. But everyone who hears these
sayings of Mine, and does not do
them, will be like a foolish man
who built his house on the sand:
and the rain descended, the floods
came, and the winds blew and beat
on that house and it fell. And great
was its fall” ” (Matthew 7:24-27;
NKJV).

At the end of His Sermon on
the Mount, Jesus explained which
factors determine whether a person
will be a winner or a loser in the
preparation for this present life
and for the life to come. It all de-
pends on what kind of foundation
is being used for the spiritual
building.

BUILDING ON THE ROCK

The safety of a building de-
pends always on a good and firm
foundation. In His Sermon

The Reformation Her:

Mount, Christ was talking about
the kingdom of God. He had been
explaining the principles of God’s
kingdom, and how sinful men
could become fit for that kingdom.
At the end of His sermon, He made
it clear that no one can establish a
firm foundation for his or her char-
acter without building upon
Christ’'s words. The Lord explained
that it is not enough to be a hearer
only, but to be a doer of His words.
Luke adds some important
words to this picture when he
writes the words of Christ: “ "Who-
ever comes to Me, and hears My
sayings and does them, I will show
you whom he is like: He is like a
man building a house, who dug
deep and laid the foundation on
the rock. And when the flood arose,
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the stream beat vehemently against
that house, and could not shake it,
for it was founded on the rock. But
he who heard and did nothing is
like a man who built a house on
the earth without a foundation,
against which the stream beat vehe-
mently; and immediately it fell.
And the ruin of that house was
great’ ” (Luke 6:47-49, NKJV).
There are three very important
steps mentioned in this parable:

1. Whoever comes to Me;
2. Hears My sayings, and
3. Does them.

We should consider seriously
these three points: We need to go
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to Christ, listen to His words, and
put them into practice. The apostle
James follows the same line of
thought when he affirms: “Be doers
of the word, and not hearers only,
deceiving yourselves. For if anyone
is a hearer of the word and not a
doer, he is like a man observing his
natural face in a mirror; for he ob-
serves himself, goes away, and im-
mediately forgets what kind of man
he was. But he who looks into the
perfect law of liberty and continues
in it, and is not a forgetful hearer
but a doer of the work, this one
will be blessed in what he does”
(James 1:22-25, NKJV).

CHRIST, HIS WORD, HIS LAW—THE
SURE FOUNDATION

In his letter to the Corinthian
believers, the apostle Paul assures
us that Christ is the only true foun-
dation: “According to the grace of
God which was given to me, as a
wise master builder I have laid the
foundation, and another builds on
it. But let each one take heed how
he builds on it. For no other foun-
dation can anyone lay than that
which is laid, which is Jesus
Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:10, 11,
NKJV).

To the Ephesians, the apostle
Paul wrote: “You are no longer
strangers and foreigners, but fellow
citizens with the saints and mem-
bers of the household of God, hav-
ing been built on the foundation of
the apostles and prophets, Jesus
Christ Himself being the chief cor-
nerstone; in whom the whole
building, being fitted together,
grows into a holy temple in the
Lord, in whom you also are being
built together for a dwelling place
of God in the Spirit” (Ephesians
2:19-22, NKJV).

“To those who believe, Christ is
a sure foundation. Upon this living
stone, Jews and Gentiles alike may
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build. It is broad enough for all
and strong enough to sustain the
weight and burden of the whole
world.”!

Writing to his fellow minister
Timothy, Paul warned: “Command
those who are rich in this present
age not to be haughty, nor to trust
in uncertain riches but in the living
God, who gives us richly all things
to enjoy. Let them do good, that
they be rich in good works, ready
to give, willing to share, storing up
for themselves a good foundation
for the time to come, that they may
lay hold on eternal life” (1 Timothy
6:17-19, NKJV). “Nevertheless the
solid foundation of God stands,
having this seal, The Lord knows
those who are His, and ‘Let every-
one who names the name of Christ
depart from iniquity’ ” (2 Timothy
2:19, NKJV).

“In every generation and in
every land the true foundation for
character building has been the
same—the principles contained in
the word of God. The only safe and
sure rule is to do what God says.
‘The statutes of the Lord are right,
and 'he that doeth these things
shall never be moved’ (Psalm 19:8;
15:5). It was with the word of God
that the apostles met the false theo-
ries of their day, saying, ‘Other
foundation can no man lay than
that is laid" (1 Corinthians 3:11)."2

“In the precepts of His holy law,
God has given a perfect rule of life;
and He has declared that until the
close of time this law, unchanged in
a single jot or tittle, is to maintain
its claim upon human beings.
Christ came to magnify the law and
make it honorable. He showed that
it is based upon the broad founda-
tion of love to God and love to
man, and that obedience to its pre-
cepts comprises the whole duty of
man. In His own life He gave an ex-
ample of obedience to the law of
God. In the Sermon on the Mount

He showed how its requirements
extend beyond the outward acts
and take cognizance of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.”?

The apostle Peter also makes
mention of Christ as the only sure
foundation, bringing up a very im-
portant fact in the history of the
first temple: “Coming to Him as to
a living stone, rejected indeed by
men, but chosen by God and pre-
cious, you also, as living stones, are
being built up a spiritual house, a
holy priesthood, to offer up spiri-
tual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. Therefore it is
also contained in the Scripture, ‘Be-
hold, 1 lay in Zion a chief corner-
stone, elect, precious, and he who
believes on Him will by no means
be put to shame! Therefore, to you
who believe, He is precious; but to
those who are disobedient, ‘The
stone which the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone;
and ‘a stone of stumbling and a
rock of offense’ (1 Peter 2:4-8,
NKJV).

In the above passage, “Peter . . .
used a figure of speech familiar to
the priests. The prophets had spo-
ken of the rejected stone; and
Christ Himself, speaking on one
occasion to the priests and elders,
said: ‘Did ye never read in the
Scriptures, The stone which the
builders rejected, the same is be-
come the head of the corner: this is
the Lord’s doing, and it is mar-
velous in our eyes? Therefore say I
unto you, The kingdom of God
shall be taken from you, and given
to a nation bringing forth the fruits
thereof. And whosoever shall fall
on this stone shall be broken: but
on whomsoever it shall fall, it will
grind him to powder’ (Matthew
21:42-44)."

“In quoting the prophecy of
the rejected stone, Christ referred to
an actual occurrence in the history
of Israel. The incident was con-
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nected with the building of the first
temple. While it had a special ap-
plication at the time of Christ’s first
advent, and should have appealed
with special force to the Jews, it has
also a lesson for us. When the tem-
ple of Solomon was erected, the
immense stones for the walls and
the foundation were entirely pre-
pared at the quarry; after they were
brought to the place of building,
not an instrument was to be used
upon them; the workmen had only
to place them in position. For use
in the foundation, one stone of un-
usual size and peculiar shape had
been brought; but the workmen
could find no place for it, and
would not accept it. It was an an-
noyance to them as it lay unused in
their way. Long it remained a re-
jected stone. But when the builders
came to the laying of the corner,
they searched for a long time to
find a stone of sufficient size and
strength, and of the proper shape,
to take that particular place, and
bear the great weight which would
rest upon it. Should they make an
unwise choice for this important
place, the safety of the entire build-
ing would be endangered. They
must find a stone capable of resist-
ing the influence of the sun, of
frost, and of tempest. Several
stones had at different times been
chosen, but under the pressure of
immense weights they had crum-
bled to pieces. Others could not
bear the test of the sudden atmos-
pheric changes. But at last attention
was called to the stone so long re-
jected. It had been exposed to the
air, to sun and storm, without re-
vealing the slightest crack. The
builders examined this stone. It
had borne every test but one. If it
could bear the test of severe pres-
sure, they decided to accept it for
the cornerstone. The trial was
made. The stone was accepted,
brought to its assigned position,
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and found to be an exact fit. In
prophetic vision, Isaiah was shown
that this stone was a symbol of
Christ. He says:

“ ‘Sanctify the Lord of hosts
Himself; and let Him be your fear,
and let Him be your dread. And He
shall be for a sanctuary; but for a
stone of stumbling and for a rock
of offense to both the houses of Is-
rael, for a gin and for a snare to the
inhabitants of Jerusalem. And
many among them shall stumble,
and fall, and be broken, and be
snared, and be taken. Carried
down in prophetic vision to the
first advent, the prophet is shown
that Christ is to bear trials and tests
of which the treatment of the chief
cornerstone in the temple of
Solomon was symbolic. ‘Therefore
thus saith the Lord God, Behold, 1
lay in Zion for a foundation a
stone, a tried stone, a precious cor-
nerstone, a sure foundation: he that
believeth shall not make haste’
(Tsaiah 8:13-15; 28:16).

“In infinite wisdom, God chose
the foundation stone, and laid it
Himself. He called it ‘a sure foun-
dation! The entire world may lay
upon it their burdens and griefs; it
can endure them all. With perfect
safety they may build upon it.
Christ is a ‘tried stone! Those who
trust in Him, He never disappoints.
He has borne every test. He has en-
dured the pressure of Adam’s guilt,
and the guilt of his posterity, and
has come off more than conqueror
of the powers of evil. He has borne
the burdens cast upon Him by
every repenting sinner. In Christ
the guilty heart has found relief. He
is the sure foundation. All who
make Him their dependence rest in
perfect security. . . .

“To those who believe, Christ is
the sure foundation. These are they
who fall upon the Rock and are
broken. Submission to Christ and
faith in Him are here represented.

To fall upon the Rock and be bro-
ken is to give up our self-righteous-
ness and to go to Christ with the
humility of a child, repenting of
our transgressions, and believing in
His forgiving love. And so also it is
by faith and obedience that we
build on Christ as our foundation.

“Upon this living stone, Jews
and Gentiles alike may build. This
is the only foundation upon which
we may securely build. It is broad
enough for all, and strong enough
to sustain the weight and burden of
the whole world. And by connec-
tion with Christ, the living stone,
all who build upon this foundation
become living stones. Many per-
sons are by their own endeavors
hewn, polished, and beautified; but
they cannot become ‘living stones,
because they are not connected
with Christ. Without this connec-
tion, no man can be saved. With-
out the life of Christ in us, we
cannot withstand the storms of
temptation. Our eternal safety de-
pends upon our building upon the
sure foundation. Multitudes are
today building upon foundations
that have not been tested. When
the rain falls, and the tempest
rages, and the floods come, their
house will fall, because it is not
founded upon the eternal Rock, the
chief cornerstone Christ Jesus.

“ ‘To them which stumble at
the word, being disobedient,” Christ
is a rock of offense. But ‘the stone
which the builders disallowed, the
same is made the head of the cor-
ner. Like the rejected stone, Christ
in His earthly mission had borne
neglect and abuse. He was ‘de-
spised and rejected of men; a man
of sorrows, and acquainted with
grief: . . . He was despised, and we
esteemed Him not’ (Isaiah 53:3).
But the time was near when He
would be glorified. By the resurrec-
tion from the dead He would be
declared ‘the Son of God with
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power’ (Romans 1:4). At His sec-
ond coming He would be revealed
as Lord of heaven and earth. Those
who were now about to crucify
Him would recognize His great-
ness. Before the universe the re-
jected stone would become the
head of the corner. . . .

“Men set themselves in opposi-
tion to God, and all that would
have been their salvation was
turned to their destruction. All that
God ordained unto life they found
to be unto death. In the Jews’ cruci-
fixion of Christ was involved the
destruction of Jerusalem. The
blood shed upon Calvary was the
weight that sank them to ruin for
this world and for the world to
come. So it will be in the great final
day, when judgment shall fall upon
the rejecters of God’s grace. Christ,
their rock of offense, will then ap-
pear to them as an avenging moun-
tain. The glory of His countenance,
which to the righteous is life, will
be to the wicked a consuming fire.
Because of love rejected, grace de-

)((ontinued from page 10)

He who healed the sick and cast
out demons when He walked
among men is the same mighty Re-
deemer today. Faith comes by the
word of God. Then grasp His
promise, ‘Him that cometh to Me I
will in no wise cast out’ (John
6:37). Cast yourself at His feet with
the cry, ‘Lord, I believe; help Thou
mine unbelief’ (Verse 24). You can
never perish while you do this—
never.””

“Nothing is apparently more
helpless, yet really more invincible,
than the soul that feels its nothing-
ness and relies wholly on the mer-
its of the Saviour. By prayer, by the
study of His word, by faith in His
abiding presence, the weakest of
human beings may live in contact
with the living Christ, and He will
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spised, the sinner will be de-
stroyed.”®

BUILDING ON THE SAND

On a particularly dangerous
rock off the coast of southwest Eng-
land stands the Eddystone Light-
house. The current structure is the
fourth lighthouse to be built on
that perilous spot. The first Eddys-
tone Lighthouse was built in
1696-1699 out of timber. Its de-
signer, Henry Winstanley, had been
so certain of its strength that he
only wished he might be there in
the fiercest storm that ever blew.
His confidence was swept away
along with the lighthouse and his
life in the great storm which
wrecked havoc at that site in the
year 1703. All that remained was
bare rock.

Like the builder of that light-
house, many build their hopes on
the shaky foundation of human in-
terests, human ambitions, human
ideas, human inventions, human
excuses, human illusions. Such

builders are choosing their own de-
struction.

The divine warning through the
apostle John is very appropriate for
this time: “Do not love the world
or the things in the world. If any-
one loves the world, the love of the
Father it not in him. For all that is
in the world—the lust of the flesh,
the lust of the eyes, and the pride
of life—is not of the Father but is
of the world. And the world is pass-
ing away, and the lust of it; but he
who does the will of God abides
forever” (1 John 2:15-17, NKJV).

Dear young people: Jesus is
counting on you to be part of His
army by taking an active part in
spreading His word and represent-
ing His character. Are you willing
to respond to His call? May the
Lord grant you grace to give a posi-
tive answer to Him!
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hold them by a hand that will
never let go.”8

CONCLUSION

We all want to experience suc-
cess in our life. In today’s busy
world, humanity rushes on to find
success in education, finance, and
self-improvement. In this environ-
ment, it is easy for Christian youth
to mix up priorities and forget to
put God first. While wanting the
best for their children, parents can
unknowingly encourage wrong pri-
orities in their youth. Education
and careful financial management
are important, but they are not the
first, the most important thing. Let
us not forget that real success is the
harmonious development of the

physical, mental, and moral pow-
ers. Jesus says to us today, “Seek ye
first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you.”

May God help and guide us as
we go through this Week of Prayer.
Let us carefully consider our priori-
ties and learn to trust God in every
action, transaction, and plan in our
life. Always keep in mind the words
of Psalm 37:5: “Commit thy way
unto the Lord; trust also in him;
and he shall bring it to pass.”
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us spiritually strong?
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LIFE FROM ONLY ONE SOURCE

A famous artist, when admiring
his own skillful work of forming a
sculpture of Moses, became so im-
pressed that in an act of presump-
tion he cried out to it: Parla!
(meaning: Speak!) Of course, the
sculpture remained inanimate. It
could not be different. The great,
talented artist had no power to give
life to his creation.

“It is only through the life
which God Himself has imparted,
that either plant or animal can
live.”* Human skill and wisdom
cannot produce life even in the
smallest object. And, as it is in the
natural world, so is in the spiritual;
life in all its varied manifestations
exists from only one source: God,
the Author of it. Jesus Christ af-
firms: “T am the life” and John, the
beloved, testified: “In him was life;
and the life was the light of men”
(John 14:6; 1:4).

Spiritually “dead in trespasses
and sins,” we need a new breath of
life from above. “It is only through
the life from God that spiritual life
is begotten in the hearts of men.
Unless a man is ‘born from above,
he cannot become a partaker of the
life which Christ came to give
(John 3:3, margin).”?

By Dorival N. Dumitru

10, 2008

Tl

Growth: '« 8Strength

-

GROWTH DEPENDS ON CERTAIN
CONDITIONS

“As with life, so it is with
growth.” Plants and animals grow
by receiving and using the elements
that God has provided for this pur-
pose. And spiritual maturity, the
development of a Christlike charac-
ter, is also possible to all. But it is
obtained only by those who follow
God's instructions regarding it.

Physical life is preserved and
can grow normally by constant at-
tention to certain principles that
God has established for it. These are
generally known as the eight laws
of health. They are: nutrition, exer-
cise, water, sunshine, temperance,
fresh air, rest, and trust in God.

About the importance of daily
attention to these eight principles,
we could certainly say, “Do these
and you shall live.” By regular ad-
herence to them, we shall live—at
least physically—very well, enjoy-
ing a good quality of life, from
babyhood until old age.

With regard to spiritual growth,
let us consider the following in-
spired thought: “The plant, the
child, grows by receiving from its
surroundings that which ministers
to its life—air, sunshine, and food.
What these gifts of nature are to an-
imal and plant, such is Christ to
those who trust in Him. He is their
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‘everlasting light, ‘a sun and shield’
(Tsaiah 60:19; Psalm 84:11). He
shall be as ‘the dew unto Israel’ ‘He
shall come down like rain upon the
mown grass’ (Hosea 14:5; Psalm
72:6). He is the living water, ‘the
Bread of God . . . which cometh
down from heaven, and giveth life
unto the world’ (John 6:33).”4

To grow or not to grow is not
an option if we would be in the
kingdom of God. As in the natural
world, a plant that stops growing is
doomed to die, so it is with the
spiritual life: we must increase in
the knowledge of God, or we will
lose eternal life (John 17:3); we
must grow in wisdom from above
or Satan will conquer us with His
deceitfulness (2 Corinthians 2:11);
we must have a normal develop-
ment and bring forth the fruit of
the Spirit or we cannot be recog-
nized as God'’s children (Matthew
7:20).

Now, you may have this ques-
tion: Why do so many fail to expe-
rience a healthy spiritual growth
and are instead like plants that are
located away from the blessings of
sunshine and water? It is because
they neglect to receive the spiritual
blessings of Christ’s presence and
to follow His example.

“As the flower turns to the sun,
that the bright beams may aid in
perfecting its beauty and symmetry,
so should we turn to the Sun of
Righteousness, that heaven'’s light
may shine upon us, that our char-
acter may be developed into the
likeness of Christ.””

“Verily, verily, I say unto you,
Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of
man, and drink his blood, ye have
no life in you. Whoso eateth my
flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath
eternal life; and I will raise him up
at the last day. For my flesh is meat
indeed, and my blood is drink in-
deed. He that eateth my flesh, and
drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me,
and I in him” (John 6:53-56).
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“To eat the flesh and drink the
blood of Christ is to receive Him as
a personal Saviour, believing that
He forgives our sins, and that we are
complete in Him. It is by beholding
His love, by dwelling upon it, by
drinking it in, that we are to become
partakers of His nature. What food
is to the body, Christ must be to the
soul. Food cannot benefit us unless
we eat it, unless it becomes a part of
our being. So Christ is of no value
to us if we do not know Him as a
personal Saviour. A theoretical
knowledge will do us no good. We
must feed upon Him, receive Him
into the heart, so that His life be-
comes our life. His love, His grace,
must be assimilated.”®

STRENGTH IS AVAILABLE TO ALL

There is only one spring of
strength that will not dry up as the
time passes by. Isaiah wrote:

“Hast thou not known? hast
thou not heard, that the everlasting
God, the Lord, the Creator of the
ends of the earth, fainteth not, nei-
ther is weary? there is no searching
of his understanding. He giveth
power to the faint; and to them that
have no might he increaseth
strength. Even the youths shall faint
and be weary, and the young men
shall utterly fall: but they that wait
upon the Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with
wings as eagles; they shall run, and
not be weary; and they shall walk,
and not faint” (Isaiah 40:28-31).

How many, after years of reli-
gious profession, give up their be-
liefs and deny their past experience.
This is very sad, but it can be
avoided. What made the difference
between the two kings of Israel,
Saul and David? Saul, after begin-
ning with a successful career (1
Samuel 10:10, 11; 15:17), ended his
life by losing his connection with
Christ and consulting a witch (1
Samuel 28:5-7). In clear contrast,

David kept his confidence in God
and could testify: “It is God that
girdeth me with strength, and
maketh my way perfect” (Psalm
18:32). He affirmed: “The Lord is
my rock, and my fortress, and my
deliverer; my God, my strength, in
whom I will trust; my buckler, and
the horn of my salvation, and my
high tower” (Verse 2).

The lesson is for us. “When the
heart is divided, dwelling princi-
pally upon things of the world, and
but little upon the things of God,
there can be no special increase of
spiritual strength. Worldly enter-
prises claim the larger share of the
mind, calling into exercise its pow-
ers; therefore in this direction there
is strength and power to claim more
and more of the interest and affec-
tions, while less and less is reserved
to devote to God. It is impossible
for the soul to flourish while prayer
is not a special exercise of the mind.
Family or public prayer alone is not
sufficient. Secret prayer is very im-
portant; in solitude the soul is laid
bare to the inspecting eye of God,
and every motive is scrutinized. Se-
cret prayer! How precious! The soul
communing with God! . . . Sweet
and abiding will be the influence
emanating from Him who seeth in
secret, whose ear is open to answer
the prayer arising from the heart. By
calm, simple faith the soul holds
communion with God and gathers
to itself divine rays of light to
strengthen and sustain it to endure
the conflicts of Satan. God is our
tower of strength.””

Again we may obtain an objec-
tive spiritual lesson from the natu-
ral world. Physical strength is
always proportionate to the
amount of exercise given to the
muscles. As constant exercise is
neglected, the muscles will become
weaker and weaker; the once strong
body will not be able to perform
the same tasks any more. Are we
performing our spiritual exercises
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When the heart is divided, dwelling principally
upon things of the world, and but little upon the
things of God, there can be no special increase of

spiritual strength.

with the ideal frequency and inten-
sity to keep us spiritually strong?

Let us consider these inspired
thoughts: “God bids you, ‘Arise and
shine/ Now, just now, let every be-
lieving soul study to comprehend
the words of Christ, ‘Ye are the light
of the world’ (Matthew 5:14). It is
no time now to become weakened
and discouraged. This is a time for
every soul to humble his heart be-
fore God in confession of mistakes
and sins, and to wait upon the
Lord, that His spiritual strength
may be renewed.”®

By these spiritual exercises,
namely: humble confession of sins,
and childlike trust in God’s mercy
and help, we are to be prepared in-
dividually to stand as a brave sol-
dier of Jesus Christ. “Day by day
God's faithful, commandment-
keeping people are to become bet-
ter prepared to let their light shine
forth amid the moral darkness of a
world that is rapidly filling up its
cup of apostasy, and becoming as it
was in the days of Noah. Knowing
the times, we are to set in operation
every agency that can be employed
in doing missionary work for
Christ. The great aim of those who
profess to believe the third angel’s
message should be to bring all their
powers into active service in the
cause of God.”

“Throughout His life on earth,
Jesus was an earnest and constant
worker. He expected much; there-
fore He attempted much. After He
had entered on His ministry, He
said, ‘I must work the works of
Him that sent Me, while it is day:
the night cometh, when no man
can work’ (John 9:4). Jesus did not
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shirk care and responsibility, as do
many who profess to be His fol-
lowers. It is because they seek to
evade this discipline that so many
are weak and inefficient. They may
possess precious and amiable traits,
but they are nerveless and almost
useless when difficulties are to be
met or obstacles surmounted. The
positiveness and energy, the solid-
ity and strength of character, mani-
fested in Christ are to be developed
in us, through the same discipline
that He endured. And the grace
that He received is for us.”!

A LESSON FROM THE BONSAI

When attending the 20"
SDARM GC Delegation Session in
Korea, a field trip was promoted by
the local brethren. One of the places
we visited was a public garden. The
result of the art developed by the
gardeners is known as bonsais. We
saw a variety of trees, some of which
have been alive for more than 500
years. There were even olive, apple,
pear trees that have surpassed 100
years which are strong and produc-
ing fruit! What was so impressive
about them all was the fact that they
had been deprived of normal
growth: the art of bonsai consists in
keeping the trees alive, but not al-
lowing them to grow.

Is there a similar experience in
spiritual life? Consider the inspired
words: “Ye did run well; who did
hinder you that ye should not obey
the truth?” (Galatians 5:7).

There in Galatia was a church
where the members were strong to
defend their own ideas. They were
producing fruit of the same kind,

perfect in their human eyes, but de-
prived of normal growth. The apos-
tle Paul wrote: “Circumcision is
nothing, and uncircumcision is
nothing, but the keeping of the
commandments of God” (1
Corinthians 7:19). And there is
more, even obedience should be
the fruit of right motives: “For in
Jesus Christ neither circumcision
availeth any thing, nor uncircumci-
sion; but faith which worketh by
love” (Galatians 5:6).

Why were the Galatians hin-
dered in their spiritual experience?
The warning given them tells us
why. “Are ye so foolish? having
begun in the Spirit, are ye now
made perfect by the flesh?” (Gala-
tians 3:3). What was the result,
then? “Christ is become of no effect
unto you, whosoever of you are
justified by the law; ye are fallen
from grace” (Galatians 5:4). How
was that proven? What evidence
was given of that falling from
grace? “But if ye bite and devour
one another, take heed that ye be
not consumed one of another”
(Verse 15). And, finally, how would
they recover their first state? “This I
say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye
shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh”
(Verse 16).

“For, brethren, ye have been
called unto liberty; only use not lib-
erty for an occasion to the flesh, but
by love serve one another. For all
the law is fulfilled in one word, even
in this; Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bour as thyself” (Verses 13, 14).

“Those who become colaborers
with God will increase in moral
and spiritual power, while those
who devote their time and energies
to serving themselves will dwarf,
and wither, and die. Christian
women, the youth, the middle-
aged, and those of advanced years,
may have a part in the work of God
for this time; and in engaging in
this work as they have opportunity,
they will obtain an experience of
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the highest value to themselves. In
forgetfulness of self, they will grow
in grace. By training the mind in
this direction, they will learn how
to bear burdens for Jesus, and will
realize the blessedness of the serv-
ice. And soon the time will come
when ‘they that sow in tears shall
reap in joy' (Psalm 126:5)."1

“For the flesh lusteth against
the Spirit, and the Spirit against the
flesh: and these are contrary the one
to the other: so that ye cannot do
the things that ye would. But if ye
be led of the Spirit, ye are not under
the law” (Galatians 5:17, 18).

This admonition was given to
one brother:

“You have been ready to give of
your means, but have withheld
yourself. You have not felt called
upon to make sacrifices which
would involve care; you have not
had a willingness to do any work
for Christ, be it ever so humble.
God will bring you over the
ground again and again until with
humble heart and subdued mind
you bear the test that He inflicts
and are wholly sanctified to His
service and work. Then you may
win immortal life. You may be a
fully developed man in Christ
Jesus, or you may be a spiritual
dwarf, gaining no victories. My
brother, which will you choose?
Will you live a life of self-denial
and self-sacrifice, doing your work
with cheerfulness and joy, perfect-
ing Christian character, and press-
ing on for the immortal reward? or
will you live for yourself and lose
heaven? God will not be trifled
with; Christ accepts no divided
service. He asks for all. It will not
do to withhold anything. He has
purchased you with an infinite
price, and He requires that all you
have shall be yielded to Him a
willing offering. If you are fully
consecrated to Him in heart and
life, faith will take the place of
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doubts, and confidence the place
of distrust and unbelief.”!?

“Dearly beloved, I beseech you
as strangers and pilgrims, abstain
from fleshly lusts, which war
against the soul; having your con-
versation honest among the Gen-
tiles: that, whereas they speak
against you as evildoers, they may
by your good works, which they
shall behold, glorify God in the day
of visitation” (1 Peter 2:11, 12).

“Do we do all our duty? Do we
make all the advancement that we
should? Do we not come far short
of our duty in meeting the work of
progression? Don't be a spiritual
dwarf. We love to see infants and
watch their baby ways, but the
same ways would be disgusting if
retained until the child was two
years old. So the Christian must
grow. Be conformed to Christ, not
deformed. Just feel as though you
were anchored in Christ.”3

Can the Lord count on you?

“If ye abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ye shall ask
what ye will, and it shall be done
unto you. Herein is my Father glo-
rified, that ye bear much fruit; so
shall ye be my disciples” (John
15:7, 8).

“By yielding up your will to
Christ, you ally yourself with the
power that is above all principali-
ties and powers. You will have
strength from above to hold you
steadfast, and thus through con-
stant surrender to God you will be
enabled to live the new life, even
the life of faith.”14

“Strength and grace have been
provided through Christ to be
brought by ministering angels to
every believing soul. None are so
sinful that they cannot find
strength, purity, and righteousness
in Jesus, who died for them.”!5

Yes, you can, through simple
working faith in Christ, be more
than conqueror. You can become a

partaker of that life which begins
here and extends throughout eter-
nity. Only follow the example of
David, the king according to God’s
heart, and you shall praise the Lord
with him in the presence of Jesus
forever more. Jesus is inviting you:
“Abide in me, and I in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself,
except it abide in the vine; no more
can ye, except ye abide in me”
(John 15:4).

The Lord gives the reason for
this: “I am the vine, ye are the
branches: He that abideth in me,
and I in him, the same bringeth
forth much fruit: for without me
ye can do nothing” (Verse 5).

“Your hope is not in yourself; it
is in Christ. Your weakness is
united to His strength, your igno-
rance to His wisdom, your frailty to
His enduring might. So you are not
to look to yourself, not to let the
mind dwell upon self, but look to
Christ. Let the mind dwell upon
His love, upon the beauty, the per-
fection, of His character. Christ in
His self-denial, Christ in His hu-
miliation, Christ in His purity and
holiness, Christ in His matchless
love—this is the subject for the
soul’s contemplation. It is by lov-
ing Him, copying Him, depending
wholly upon Him, that you are to
be transformed into His likeness.”1

May this be our daily experi-
ence with our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ! Amen.
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urely the sixth day of cre-

ation was one of the happi-

est on earth. The creation of

our world was almost com-
plete. The first man had already
been formed from the dust of the
earth and he was assigned his work
of giving names to the animals.
Then, “the Lord God caused a deep
sleep to fall upon Adam, and he
slept: and he took one of his ribs,
and closed up the flesh instead
thereof; and the rib, which the Lord
God had taken from man, made he
a woman, and brought her unto
the man” (Genesis 2:21, 22).

What a companion—surely the
most beautiful woman on earth!
Oh, how did Adam feel when he
saw Eve for the first time? We can
imagine how they looked at one an-
other! Adam must have thought,
“From where did this creature come?
How did she appear?” He did not
know how to explain it, but he knew
he loved her.

Love is a gift from Heaven
which is, in the language of Inspi-
ration, “a plant of heavenly
origin.”! Adam revealed the essence
of this sentiment in his declaration:
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“This is now bone of my bones,
and flesh of my flesh: she shall be
called Woman, because she was
taken out of Man. Therefore shall a
man leave his father and his
mother, and shall cleave unto his
wife: and they shall be one flesh”
(Verses 23, 24).

Yes, Eve was a part of Adam,
one whom he must love and pro-
tect, and with whom he was to
share everything he had received
from the hand of God.

It is important to understand the
love of God through this little story.
The first point to notice is that up to
this point in the creation everything
had come into existence by the word
of God. The Lord had said, “Let
there be,” “Let the earth bring forth,”
and so forth. But when it came to
the creation of man, God used His
own hands. This was something
unique to humanity; it revealed His
special care for the human race
made in His own image.

Another important point to un-
derstand is that the woman was cre-
ated from one of Adam’s own ribs,
showing that she was taken from
himself—from his own side! This is

Friday, December 12, 2008

Ready for
Marriage?

By André Devai

the position which the woman
must always occupy—neither above
nor below the husband, but at his
side. She is his second self.

Then there is a lesson which
was not for Adam because he had
no earthly father, mother, father-in-
law, or mother-in-law. This instruc-
tion was given to Adam’s posterity:
At the time of wedlock it is neces-
sary to “leave father and mother.”
Adam did not need to worry about
choosing his companion. Further,
he did not need to be concerned
about being of age or having suffi-
cient maturity to marry or to won-
der if he could provide for his
household. He had received his
wife as a gift directly from the
hands of his own God. From this
we can see he already had all the
necessary requisites to marry: Com-
munion with God, maturity, and
physical development. Let us ana-
lyze each one of these aspects:

COMMUNION WITH GOD

Adam was in full communion
with God and received direct in-
struction from Him regarding the

19



“True love is a high and holy principle,

altogether different in character from that

love which is awakened by impulse.”

administration of the new world
and his own life. Being in this com-
munion, he received his wife.

Today, the youth who is con-
templating marriage must seek first
the kingdom of God and His will,
for “a prudent wife is from the
Lord” (Proverbs 19:14). In plan-
ning to make the solemn vow of
establishing a home, one must
earnestly seek God’s guidance. To
make the wrong decision in this
matter will lead a person down a
road with no provision for turning
back. “No one can so effectually
ruin a woman'’s happiness and use-
fulness, and make life a heartsick-
ening burden, as her own
husband; and no one can do one
hundredth part as much to chill
the hopes and aspirations of a
man, to paralyze his energies and
ruin his influence and prospects, as
his own wife. It is from the mar-
riage hour that many men and
women date their success or failure
in this life, and their hopes of the
future life.”?

Another fact that we must not
forget is that the only way for a re-
lationship to be approved by God
is for the two parties to press close
to God—not neglecting to spend
time in prayer, attend worship serv-
ices regularly and maintain a devo-
tional attitude. Both should be
sufficiently mature to safely allow
the love between them to grow in
the right direction. This develop-
ment is to be motivated by love for
God in the heart.

Therefore, more than at any
other time in life, a person who is
considering marriage must main-
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tain a life of prayer: “If men and
women are in the habit of praying
twice a day before they contem-
plate marriage, they should pray
four times a day when such a step
is anticipated.”?

If a young man or lady is not in
close communion with God—pray-
ing systematically several times a
day, studying His word, and seek-
ing divine direction, he or she
should not be thinking about mar-
riage. Only by earnestly seeking
God'’s direction and placing the
will in His service, can one be con-
fident of His guidance. “What man
is he that feareth the Lord? him
shall he teach in the way that he
shall choose. His soul shall dwell at
ease; and his seed shall inherit the
earth” (Psalm 25:12, 13).

MATURITY

The evidence of Adam’s matu-
rity as a husband is revealed in the
declaration he made when he saw
Eve for the first time: “This is now
bone of my bones, and flesh of my
flesh.” With these words, he re-
vealed that he was assuming the re-
sponsibility of caring for his wife,
attending to all of her needs, and
being concerned for her welfare as
she was an extension of himself.
This is one of the most important
points which indicate the maturity
of one contemplating marriage: his
or her responsibility is a key point
in the decision to be made—it is a
vital factor. The person who will live
at your side must be attentive and
caring. In addition to great love, ma-
ture dedication, and the fear of God,

there should be happiness and con-
tentment in the period of courtship,
engagement, and marriage.

“If a man vow a vow unto the
Lord, or swear an oath to bind his
soul with a bond; he shall not
break his word, he shall do accord-
ing to all that proceedeth out of his
mouth” (Numbers 30:2).

On this point, it is necessary to
speak here regarding age. While we
cannot specify a certain age, it is
clear that the time of marriage can-
not be premature—when one is
still too young to make a solemn
vow that is binding for life.

“Attachments formed in child-
hood have often resulted in very
wretched unions, or in disgraceful
separations. Early connections, if
formed without the consent of par-
ents, have seldom proved happy.
The young affections should be re-
strained until the period arrives
when sufficient age and experience
will make it honorable and safe to
unfetter them. Those who will not
be restrained will be in danger of
dragging out an unhappy existence.
A youth not out of his teens is a
poor judge of the fitness of a per-
son as young as himself to be his
companion for life.”*

Maturity is also revealed when a
young person recognizes the need
of counsel when making a deci-
sion—since the one in whom he or
she is interested is often pictured
like a perfect angel rather than as a
mere human with frailties, peculiar-
ities, and different habits. Other-
wise, as soon as the pair would have
to face problems they could not
handle, the future happiness of the
home could be jeopardized. Here is
where the parents—or, in their ab-
sence, a mature person consecrated
to God—may help in this decisive
process. Both parties should seek
counsel, that the differences be-
tween them may be adjusted so that
they can have more evidence as to
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whether they should proceed with
this step or not.

“If you are blessed with God-
fearing parents, seek counsel of
them. Open to them your hopes
and plans, learn the lessons which
their life experiences have taught,
and you will be saved many a
heartache.””

Many have suffered through a
tragic experience by refusing to seek
or accept advice in this matter. Then,
after they are already married and re-
ality has set in too late, how often
the sad lament is finally heard, “I
was not ready for marriage.”

Another great danger is when
romantic passion rules over reason,
blinding the eyes from seeing
points which need to be noticed
and corrected.

“A sincere Christian will not
advance his plans in this [marriage]
direction without the knowledge
that God approves his course. He
will not want to choose for himself,
but will feel that God must choose
for him. We are not to please our-
selves, for Christ pleased not Him-
self. I would not be understood to
mean that anyone is to marry one
whom he does not love. This
would be sin. But fancy and the
emotional nature must not be al-
lowed to lead on to ruin. God re-
quires the whole heart, the
supreme affections.”¢

PHYSICAL, MENTAL, AND EMO-
TIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Although Adam had just been
newly formed when he became a
bridegroom, it is written that he
was made in the image of God. His
reasoning faculties were after the
order of God. And, by the Creator’s
own direction, the pair was to be
fruitful and multiply and replenish
the earth. Their descendants should
not only populate the earth, but
provide for social order as well.
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Thus it is clear that this holy pair
had attained to full maturity.

“God created man in his own
image, in the image of God created
he him; male and female created
he them. And God blessed them,
and God said unto them, Be fruit-
ful, and multiply, and replenish the
earth, and subdue it: and have do-
minion over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over
every living thing that moveth
upon the earth” (Genesis 1:27, 28).

God declares in His word that
“to every thing there is a season,
and a time to every purpose under
the heaven” (Ecclesiastes 3:1).
There is a time of life when things
pertain to a child: “When [ was a
child, I spake as a child, I under-
stood as a child, I thought as a
child” (1 Corinthians 13:11). Dur-
ing childhood one should not
think about marriage—that is
something for an adult.

“There is but little real, gen-
uine, devoted, pure love. This pre-
cious article is very rare. Passion is
termed love.

“True love is a high and holy
principle, altogether different in
character from that love which is
awakened by impulse, and which
suddenly dies when severely tested.

“Love is a plant of heavenly
growth, and it must be fostered and
nourished. Affectionate hearts,
truthful, loving words, will make
happy families and exert an elevat-
ing influence upon all who come
within the sphere of their influ-
ence.”” In marriage, this love en-
dures as a lifelong commitment, a
continual decision, and an active
choice.

Yet what can be said when a
person marries before being physi-
cally, mentally, and emotionally
mature? Adolescence is a beautiful
phase of existence, when many dis-
coveries about life are formulated.
It is in this period that the types of

friends are chosen and important
decisions made that will mold the
rest of one’s life, including what
studies to pursue, what career to
choose, and so forth. If marriage is
contracted before adulthood, it
causes the adolescent to miss out
on a very pleasant stage of life that
can never be regained. Many take
this “jump,” but when they be-
come adults they try to return to
that phase of life they had missed
out. This is sometimes seen in
terms of dress, behavior, and con-
versation. Such a situation often re-
sults in bitter separation. This is
why the warning is given: To marry
during adolescence causes a feeling
of insecurity and worry—especially
when the birth of the first baby
comes into the picture.

The responsibilities involved in
caring for family life place a huge
demand on the strength of both. As
difficulties and inconveniences try
their patience, perserverance and
determination are needed. To live
in a family requires tolerance, a for-
giving spirit, humility, and under-
standing. For all this, it is necessary
to have self-control and a stable
personality—qualities not generally
characteristic of adolescent youth.

Often an adolescent girl falls in
love with a man much older than
herself. Despite the dissuading ad-
vice of able counselors, they join
hands in marriage. After a year or
two, the young lady begins to per-
ceive the vast difference between
herself and her husband. The cou-
ple finally separate, often leaving a
small child in the care of his or her
grandparents. Thus at least three
lives are spoiled by premature mar-
riage.

“The youth trust altogether too
much to impulse. They should not
give themselves away too easily, nor
be captivated too readily by the win-
ning exterior of the lover. Courtship,
as carried on in this age, is a scheme
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of deception and hypocrisy, with
which the enemy of souls has far
more to do than the Lord. Good
common sense is needed here if
anywhere; but the fact is, it has little
to do in the matter.”®

FINANCIAL INDEPENDENCE

A high school student was once
“famous” in his class for his good-
looking appearance, plus he was “a
success” in school. Among the girls,
he had generated quite an appeal,
and they referred to him as “a nice
prospect.” Yet one day reality set in
for them when the teacher hap-
pened to ask the boy, “Don’t you
earn money, young man?” He re-
sponded, “Of course I do—through
my mom!”

The question of financial inde-
pendence is a point of extreme im-
portance for the future of young
people seeking to establish a home.
If a young man is not capable of
maintaining a home, he is not pre-
pared to marry.

Marriage requires a man to
“leave his father and mother and be
joined to his wife.” He must be pre-
pared not only for an emotional de-
parture but also for his financial
independence. He must be already
settled in his work and in his home,
not depending any longer on his
parents. And the wife should know
how to manage a household and
make wise use of her husband’s in-
come. A competent woman
“looketh well to the ways of her
household, and eateth not the
bread of idleness” (Proverbs 31:27).

In the days of the patriarchs the
custom of making a dowry was
practiced. Today this no longer ex-
ists in most parts of the world. Yet
there are good lessons we can learn
from this ancient practice:

“In early times custom required
the bridegroom, before the ratifica-
tion of a marriage engagement, to
pay a sum of money or its equiva-
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lent in other property, according to
his circumstances, to the father of
his wife. This was regarded as a
safeguard to the marriage relation.
Fathers did not think it safe to trust
the happiness of their daughters to
men who had not made provision
for the support of a family. If they
had not sufficient thrift and energy
to manage business and acquire
cattle or lands, it was feared that
their life would prove worthless.
But provision was made to test
those who had nothing to pay for a
wife. They were permitted to labor
for the father whose daughter they
loved, the length of time being reg-
ulated by the value of the dowry re-
quired. . . .

“The ancient custom, though
sometimes abused, as by Laban,
was productive of good results.
When the suitor was required to
render service to secure his bride, a
hasty marriage was prevented, and
there was opportunity to test the
depth of his affections, as well as
his ability to provide for a
family.”

It is clear, therefore, that to at-
tain financial independence is an
essential requirement before a man
can be considered ready for mar-
riage.

YOU ARE READY FOR MARRIAGE
WHEN:

1. You can have true love for your
future spouse, and consider him
or her to be a gift from God.
“Pure and holy affection is not a
feeling, but a principle. Those
who are actuated by true love are
neither unreasonable nor
blind.”"°

2. You are in close communion
with God and in total submis-
sion to Him, considering the
right to choose a spouse. You are
willing to accept divine guidance
and wise, experienced counsel.

3. You have sufficient maturity to
make this decision without re-
gretting or retracting it.

4. You are fully developed physi-
cally, mentally, and emotionally.

5. You have financial independence
to maintain your new home.

Only by taking these factors
into serious consideration can you
know with confidence that you are
making the right decision.

CONCLUSION

When, after taking all these fac-
tors into consideration, you arrive
at the conclusion that you are ready
for marriage, there is still one secret
to achieving complete happiness in
your future home. In every aspect
of life you must put the Lord Jesus
as first, last, and best in the rela-
tionship between yourself and the
person you love. Place your priori-
ties in order. Instead of thinking of
“Me, you, and Jesus,” change your
thinking to “Jesus, you, and (then
finally) me.” This way you as a cou-
ple will always be happy, living for
one another, and both of you for
God.

“The presence of Christ alone
can make men and women happy.
All the common waters of life
Christ can turn into the wine of
heaven. The home then becomes as
an Eden of bliss; the family, a beau-
tiful symbol of the family in
heaven.”" And the love that devel-
ops in this home will endure unto
eternity.
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t was the 13" of May, 1974.

Just four days earlier the Judi-

ciary Committee of the House

of Representatives in the
United States opened up its formal
and public impeachment hearings
into the Watergate scandal that was
to lead to the resignation of the
37" President of the United States
in August. Five days later, on the
18% of May, India successfully deto-
nated its first nuclear weapon, be-
coming the sixth nation to hold the
secrets of massive destruction in
their hands. Israel and Syria were
involved in an intense month of
negotiations that resulted in the
Disengagement Agreement on the
last day of May. In the midst of all
these affairs that had international
significance, a shy young man from
Rio Linda, California, was strug-
gling with issues of an eternal na-
ture. It was just a few days before
my 14® birthday.

Young teenagers are often that
group of individuals that we pass
by in church—giving them little at-
tention. They are relatively insignif-
icant in the scope of our purpose,
as adults. Often they are a nuisance
as they run through the halls of our
churches, they are always the first
in line to eat food during lunch,
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and it is hard to keep them still
during our Sabbath school classes.
They demand so much of our at-
tention in comparison to their
small size. If they are in a class-
room, we seem to be spending
more time correcting rather than
teaching them. And yet this was
one of the most important times of
life among the Jews. Jesus Himself
was introduced at this time to the
Jewish religious system. “And when
he was twelve years old, [Jesus and
His parents] went up to Jerusalem
after the custom of the feast” (Luke
2:42).

“Among the Jews the twelfth
year was the dividing line between
childhood and youth. On complet-
ing this year a Hebrew boy was
called a son of the law, and also a
son of God. He was given special
opportunities for religious instruc-
tion, and was expected to partici-
pate in the sacred feasts and
observances. It was in accordance
with this custom that Jesus in His
boyhood made the Passover visit to
Jerusalem. Like all devout Israelites,
Joseph and Mary went up every
year to attend the Passover; and
when Jesus had reached the re-
quired age, they took Him with
them."!

Sabbath, December 13, 2008

Coworkers
with Christ

By Peter D. Lausevic

When we talk about conver-
sion, it is something that can be
manifested in different ways in our
life. “A person may not be able to
tell the exact time or place, or trace
all the chain of circumstances in
the process of conversion; but this
does not prove him to be uncon-
verted.”? However, some of us can
remember the exact moment that
the wonderful, transforming power
of God comes into our life. As a
typical teenager, I had thoughts of
rebellion stirring in my life—rebel-
lion against parents, society, and
the church. However, the moment
of decision had come. I stood face
to face with my Creator and real-
ized for the first time that on my
own I was hopeless and without
salvation. A new year was about to
begin and I knelt down that
evening in the quiet atmosphere by
our dining room couch. It was
there that I fell to my knees and
surrendered my life to Jesus Christ
as my personal Saviour in a way
that only a child can give expres-
sion. “That regenerating power,
which no human eye can see,
begets a new life in the soul; it cre-
ates a new being in the image of
God. . . . While we cannot do any-
thing to change our hearts or to
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bring ourselves into harmony with
God; while we must not trust at all
to ourselves or our good works, our
lives will reveal whether the grace
of God is dwelling within us. A
change will be seen in the charac-
ter, the habits, the pursuits.”?

BORN AS MISSIONARIES

The next week was the most
amazing thing that I can ever re-
member during that period of time.
My language changed, my musical
tastes changed, my dietary choices
began to change, my friends
changed, and my career options
began to take on a different tone.
Instead of seeking ways to quietly
earn a comfortable living, I began
to wrestle with my thoughts.
Should I share the wonderful plan
of salvation with lost souls? It is
then that a desire came up in my
heart—to prepare to enter the min-
istry.

I cannot help but think of the
experience of the Samaritan
woman. We don’t know the details
of the struggles she was having on
the day she approached Jacob’s
well. We do know that she was an
outcast of society and that she had
probably chosen a time of the day
to get her water when very few peo-
ple would go to the well. She was
probably hoping to be alone and
leave conversations for another day.
She meets Jesus who is able to sat-
isfy the longings of her sin-sick
soul. She comes to the point of sur-
render, and she is electrified like
never before. New life is given her,
and she is lifted from the earthly to
the heavenly. Naturally, the words
of Jesus are fulfilled in her life: “But
whosoever drinketh of the water
that I shall give him shall never
thirst; but the water that I shall give
him shall be in him a well of water
springing up into everlasting life”
(John 4:14). The joy of salvation is
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something that cannot be sup-
pressed. Even though she lived a
shameful life for many years, sud-
denly she runs back to her village
and begins talking to everyone in
sight. Shyness and shame is no
longer visible. All she could think
or say was, “Come, see a man,
which told me all things that ever I
did: is not this the Christ?” (John
4:29). As a result, the entire city
came to see Jesus and there was a
great harvest of souls generated by
the life-changing-experience of that
one woman.

Why is it that persons so timid
that they are even afraid to show
themselves to society for a simple
necessity of life suddenly become
public speakers and reveal personal
matters to an entire town? It is be-
cause of one thing, and one thing
alone. “Every true disciple is born
into the kingdom of God as a mis-
sionary. He who drinks of the liv-
ing water becomes a fountain of
life. The receiver becomes a giver.
The grace of Christ in the soul is
like a spring in the desert, welling
up to refresh all, and making those
who are ready to perish eager to
drink of the water of life.”*

Yes, genuine conversion brings
a complete change in one’s life.
“The things they once hated they
now love, and the things they once
loved they hate. The proud and
self-assertive become meek and
lowly in heart. The vain and super-
cilious become serious and unob-
trusive. The drunken become sober,
and the profligate pure.”> Personal
inhibitions are completely left be-
hind and only one thought fills the
soul. “For I determined not to
know any thing among you, save
Jesus Christ, and him crucified” (1
Corinthians 2:2). “Jesus Christ is
everything to us—the first, the last,
the best in everything.”®

Whenever we talk about atten-
dance at missionary school or even

doing any kind of missionary work,
many, especially the youth, tell me
that they are too timid to speak in
public or to tell others about some-
thing as personal as religious con-
victions. Some even say that they
can help behind the scenes but not
necessarily speak to others even on
a one-to-one basis. Yet it never
ceases to amaze me how those
same youth lose all inhibitions
when they fall in love and begin to
talk about the one they love. Some-
times I have to look twice to make
sure it is the same person. In reality
it is the same in the Christian expe-
rience. When we truly fall in love
with Jesus Christ and recognize
Him as a real Saviour from sin and
death, all personal inhibitions are
gone and all we can think about is
telling others about our new-found
love—Jesus Christ. “For none of us
liveth to himself” (Romans 14:7).

AN ARMY OF YOUTH

As I think of the future with all
the variables that it holds, I can
think of nothing more wonderful
than actually seeing Jesus face to
face. To see the One that made sal-
vation possible—the One who suf-
fered such enormous agony for a
sinner like me—would be such a
wonderful experience. I am sure
that throughout eternity we will
never forget the impact of that one
moment in time when we see Jesus
for the very first time.

Of all the promises that are
given in the Bible, the personal, vis-
ible coming of Christ holds the
most precious place in the heart of
a believer. Jesus said, “If I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto myself;
that where I am, there ye may be
also” (John 14:3). Do you look for-
ward to that day?

Unfortunately that day has been
long delayed. What is Jesus waiting

The Reformation Herald, Vol. 49, No. 6



for? Jesus gave a specific prophecy
regarding His coming. “And this
gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a wit-
ness unto all nations; and then shall
the end come” (Matthew 24:14).
God is waiting for the gospel mes-
sage to go into the whole world so
that every person on this planet will
have the opportunity to make an in-
telligent decision regarding his or
her eternal destiny.

We often hear about God's
time clock and that Jesus will come
whether we are ready or not. To
some degree that may be true; how-
ever, there is an interesting passage
in Scripture that lets us know that
this coming is actually dependent
on us. We are not only to be “look-
ing for” but also to be “hastening
the coming of the day of God” (2
Peter 3:12, NKJV). “It is the privi-
lege of every Christian not only to
look for but to hasten the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ.””

What kind of involvement does
every member need to have in
order for this hastening to take
place? “The work of God in this
earth can never be finished until
the men and women comprising
our church membership rally to the
work and unite their efforts with
those of ministers and church offi-
cers.”® We often hear that either the
ministry or the laity is going to be
the ones to finish the work on
earth. But the stark reality is “That
they all may be one; as thou, Fa-
ther, art in me, and I in thee, that
they also may be one in us: that the
world may believe that thou hast
sent me” (John 17:21). All must be
found working together in order to
find real success in missionary en-
deavors.

What is one group of people
that really needs to be prepared to
take an active role in missionary
outreach? “With such an army of
workers as our youth, rightly
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trained, might furnish, how soon
the message of a crucified, risen,
and soon-coming Saviour might be
carried to the whole world! How
soon might the end come—the end
of suffering and sorrow and sin!”’
It is only when the youth are con-
verted and trained that they will be
an effective force to be reckoned
with.

When you think of the modern
military machine with all its tech-
nological advances to produce an
advantage over the opponents be-
tween nations, the youth are con-
tinually being attracted to join one
or the various branches of the
armed forces. Recruitment officers
are constantly roaming the cam-
puses of the high schools and uni-
versities to attract the brightest
minds among the young. Some of
these bright minds do not seem so
based on the outward appearance,
but when they realize they are
needed, energies and abilities be-
fore unknown suddenly come to
the forefront.

A minister friend of mine had
been assigned a new place of labor.
When he arrived, he noticed that
30 youth in the local area had lost
their way. He decided to visit them
all and tell them that the church
needs them. He called a special
meeting of these outcasts in his
home. When they arrived, they
seemed to be dressed in such a way
as to provoke some kind of nega-
tive response from him as a pastor.
When he told them again in a col-
lective capacity that the church has
need of them, they challenged him,
“Does the church need people
dressed like us?” He responded,
“The church does need you but not
as you are. Jesus wants and needs
you but He needs to change you
first.” After some period of time,
nearly the whole group was bap-
tized and they are now active in
their local area.

“The youth need more than a
casual notice, more than an occa-
sional word of encouragement.
They need painstaking, prayerful,
careful labor. He only whose heart
is filled with love and sympathy
will be able to reach those youth
who are apparently careless and in-
different. Not all can be helped in
the same way. God deals with each
according to his temperament and
character, and we must cooperate
with Him. Often those whom we
pass by with indifference, because
we judge them from outward ap-
pearance, have in them the best
material for workers, and will repay
all the efforts bestowed on them.
There must be more study given to
the problem of how to deal with
the youth, more earnest prayer for
the wisdom that is needed in deal-
ing with minds.”%°

THE MOST VALUABLE GIFT TO
JESUS

As we look forward to the sec-
ond coming of Jesus we realize that
we are not ready. When Jesus
comes in the clouds of heaven,
there will be those that can say,
“Lo, this is our God; we have
waited for him, and he will save us:
this is the Lord; we have waited for
him, we will be glad and rejoice in
his salvation” (Isaiah 25:9). What
must our character be like before
we can be in that elite group? The
disciple whom Jesus loved, the
youngest of the twelve, tells us,
“Beloved, now are we the sons of
God, and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be: but we know
that, when he shall appear, we shall
be like him; for we shall see him as
he is” (1 John 3:2). We must have
the character of Jesus.

Instead of preparing ourselves
to obtain such a character, we often
formulate various excuses regarding
our inability to achieve such a high
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standard. Rather than making ex-
cuses, John continues to tell us,
“And every man that hath this hope
in him purifieth himself, even as he
is pure” (Verse 3). The perfect char-
acter of Jesus is what every one of
us needs to possess in order to
qualify for that heavenly home. “Be
ye therefore perfect, even as your
Father which is in heaven is per-
fect” (Matthew 5:48).

This change is not just some-
thing in passing. God is waiting for
a complete reformation. “Repent ye
therefore, and be converted, that
your sins may be blotted out, when
the times of refreshing shall come
from the presence of the Lord; and
he shall send Jesus Christ, which be-
fore was preached unto you: whom
the heaven must receive until the
times of restitution of all things,
which God hath spoken by the
mouth of all his holy prophets since
the world began” (Acts 3:19-21).

How can this be possible? The
only answer is surrender. “My son,
give me thine heart” (Proverbs
23:26). This is not just some half-
hearted surrender that gives up a
few things in exchange for the
recognition of the members of the
church for our qualification to be
baptized. When Jesus asks for the
heart, He is asking for the whole
heart, not just a part of it. We are
speaking here of wholehearted sur-
render. “It is through the truth, by
the power of the Holy Spirit, that
we are to be sanctified—trans-
formed into the likeness of Christ.
And in order for this change to be
wrought in us, there must be an
unconditional, whole-hearted ac-
ceptance of the truth, an unre-
served surrender of the soul to its
transforming power.” ! Have you
given yourself to Jesus without set-
ting out conditions as to what you
are willing or not willing to give
up? What are you willing or not
willing to do?
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“The reason that there are so
few live, earnest testimonies in favor
of Christ and the Christian religion
is because so many profess to be
Christians who have never experi-
enced the saving love of Jesus. They
are not bound to Him by cords of
living faith. Dear youth, I invite you
to try the whole-hearted way, the
surrender of all to God. Cheerfully
lift the cross, and if need be, gladly
suffer reproach for the dear name of
Christ. Then His yoke will not be
galling to your neck; it will be easy,
and His burden light.”?

We ask every young person
reading this article today, What is
the most valuable gift that you can
give to Jesus? “The heart belongs to
Jesus. He has paid an infinite price
for the soul. . . . A young heart is a
precious offering, the most valu-
able gift that can be presented to
God. All that you are, all the ability
you possess, comes from God a sa-
cred trust, to be rendered back to
Him again in a willing, holy offer-
ing. You cannot give to God any-
thing that He has not first given
you. Therefore when the heart is
given to God, it is giving to Him a
gift which He has purchased and is
His own.”!® Are you ready to give a
young heart to Jesus right now? Do
not wait till age has degenerated
this gift.

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE MIN-
ISTRY

When Jesus reinstated Peter to
his place among the disciples, He
gave only one condition for the
ministry: “Lovest thou me more
than these?” (John 21:15). “This is
the essential qualification. Though
Peter might possess every other, yet
without the love of Christ he could
not be a faithful shepherd over the
Lord’s flock. Knowledge, benevo-
lence, eloquence, zeal—all are
essencial in the good work; but

without the love of Christ in the
heart, the work of the Christian
minister is a failure.”' Without a
total surrender to Jesus which cre-
ates that love, nothing else matters.

After showing that this love for
Jesus is to be supreme in the life of
every worker and minister, Jesus
specified the first and foremost
duty of every pastor in the church.
“Tesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon,
son of Jonas, lovest thou me more
than these? He saith unto him, Yea,
Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.
He saith unto him, Feed my lambs”
(John 21:15). “This was a work in
which Peter had had little experi-
ence. It would require great care
and tenderness, much patience and
perseverance. It called him to min-
ister to the children and youth, and
to those young in the faith, to teach
the ignorant, to open the Scriptures
to them, and to educate them for
usefulness in Christ’s service.
Heretofore Peter had not been fit-
ted to do this, or even to under-
stand its importance.”!®

After a real personal experience
with the cross of Calvary, every sin-
gle church member, especially the
ministers and workers, will have as
their first responsibility the youth
of the church. When we think of
these youth, at what ages do they
need to receive special attention
from pastors? “Children of eight,
ten, or twelve years are old enough
to be addressed on the subject of
personal religion. Do not teach
your children with reference to
some future period when they
shall be old enough to repent and
believe the truth. If properly in-
structed, very young children may
have correct views of their state as
sinners and of the way of salvation
through Christ. Ministers are gen-
erally too indifferent to the salva-
tion of children and are not as
personal as they should be. Golden
opportunities to impress the
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minds of children frequently pass
unimproved.”!®

It is not enough to tell these
youth about the Saviour and guide
them to surrender their life to Jesus
and get ready for baptism. We must
give them some responsibilities in
the church. “When but twelve years
old, the son of Hannah received his
special commission from the Most
High.”'” If God could call a young
man for important responsibilities
in Israel, surely we can find things
for the youth to do in our local
churches.

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE
CHURCH

When the prophet Elijah began
his work of reformation in Israel
after the significant experience at
Mount Carmel, he realized that any
enduring change that could take
place in Israel must be through an
educated youth. “The schools of
the prophets, established by
Samuel, had fallen into decay dur-
ing the years of Israel’s apostasy.
Elijah reestablished these schools,
making provision for young men to
gain an education that would lead
them to magnify the law and make
it honorable.”!8

What did God promise to give
to this world to prepare a people
for the second coming? “Behold, I
will send you Elijah the prophet
before the coming of the great and
dreadful day of the Lord: and he
shall turn the heart of the fathers to
the children, and the heart of the
children to their fathers, lest I come
and smite the earth with a curse”
(Malachi 4:5, 6). “Those who are to
prepare the way for the second
coming of Christ are represented by
faithful Elijah, as John came in the
spirit of Elijah to prepare the way
for Christ’s first advent.”"

What responsibility do we have
as a church to train the youth who
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surrender themselves to Jesus? The
following is a very serious state-
ment in regard to this responsibil-
ity. “As a church, as individuals, if
we would stand clear in the judg-
ment we must make more liberal
efforts for the training of our
young people, that they may be
better fitted for the various
branches of the great work commit-
ted to our hands. As a people who
have great light, we should lay wise
plans in order that the ingenious
minds of those who have talent
may be strengthened and disci-
plined and polished, that the work
of Christ may not be hindered by
lack of skillful laborers who will do
their work with earnestness and fi-
delity.”?° T do not regret taking the
opportunity God gave me to attend
such a school in Plymouth, Califor-
nia, when I was only sixteen years
of age. As I look back at the past
twenty-nine years in the ministry, I
often wonder, where would I be if
we did not have a school to attend?
Where would I be if sacrifices were
not made to give teenagers like my-
self an opportunity to prepare
themselves to work for the Lord
while the impressions for service
are yet fresh in their minds and
they are not encumbered with
other responsibilities? Where
would I be if brethren were not
willing to allow a young nineteen-
year-old the opportunity to work
for souls as a Bible worker in Wash-
ington, D.C?

As we look at the various young
men and women in our churches,
we often form ideas as to which of
them might be fitted to become
ministers, Bible workers, or to be
used in some way in church capac-
ity. However, the word of inspira-
tion gives us a warning regarding
our selectiveness. “Some would be
content with the thorough educa-
tion of a few of the most promising
of our youth; but they all need an

education that they may be fitted
for usefulness in this life, qualified
for places of responsibility in both
private and public life. There is
great necessity for making plans
that there may be a large number
of competent workers, and many
should fit themselves as teachers,
that others may be trained and dis-
ciplined for the great work of the
future. The church should take in
the situation and by their influence
and means seek to bring about this
much-desired end.”*

APPEAL

During many of our Week of
Prayer readings we have selected
some of the very young to read sec-
tions during our meetings. If you
happened to be one of these young
people or have an interest to follow
along, we ask you today: Are you
ready to commit your life to Jesus
right now and ask Him to use you
in the finishing of the work on this
earth? Remember that Sister White
herself was baptized at the age of
twelve?? and was called to be a
prophet at the age of seventeen.
God has a place for you in His
church and in His kingdom. Are
you ready to fill it?
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THE GREATEST LOVE

How many people have passed
by our life? Some passed by during
our childhood, others in our ado-
lescence, many during our school
years. Many friends come and go.
Some of them leave a little of
themselves with us—they inspire
and influence us; and they are in-
fluenced by us and take a little of
ourselves with them.

The Bible says: “A friend loves
at all times” (Proverbs 17:17,
NKJV).

The experience is told of an oc-
currence in an orphanage managed
by missionaries in Vietnam:

The orphanage was hit by a

~ bomb, the missionaries and two

children died, and many other peo-
ple were wounded. Among the
worst cases was that of an eight-
year-old girl, whom a doctor and a
nurse were called to help.

The girl was losing much
blood; the medical professionals
had to work fast. A transfusion of
blood was extremely urgent. After
testing all the adults, they could
not find the kind of blood the little
girl needed.

They called all the children and
tried to explain what was happen-
ing. They needed a volunteer to do-
nate blood. After a long time of

PR aunill
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silence, there was seen a little hand
rising slowly. A boy named Heng
offered to be the donor. All the
preparations were made while
Heng remained quietly looking to
the roof.

After a while, he let out some
tears and put his free hand on his
face. The doctor asked if it was hurt-
ing; he said no. But the boy contin-
ued weeping silently, the doctor was
worried and asked again if it was
hurting; the answer again was no.
The weeping of the little boy was
silent but constant. It was evident
that something was wrong.

Then came a nurse who spoke
with the boy in his native language.
The doctor asked her to try to find
out why the boy was crying. As the
nurse tenderly talked to the boy, he
calmed down and stopped weeping.

The nurse explained to the doc-
tor that the boy thought he would
give all his blood and would die.
The boy had not understood well
what was explained. The doctor
came very close to the boy and
asked him why he had offered to
donate his blood. The boy an-
swered: “She is my friend.”

We also have a Friend who gave
His blood for us. Indeed, He gave
His life for you and me, and He did
so because He loves us.
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HE IS OUR DIVINE FRIEND

A friend is someone who is
close to us, who likes to be with us
and do everything to make us
happy. A true friend is the one who
is ready to do everything for us. He
is the listener, the companion, the
counsellor, and the helper and al-
ways wants the best for us. Jesus
gave not just part of His blood for
us, He gave it all:

“Greater love hath no man
than this, that a man lay down his
life for his friends” (John 15:13).

“Remember that Christ risked
all. For our redemption, heaven it-
self was imperilled. At the foot of
the cross, remembering that for one
sinner Christ would have laid
down His life, you may estimate
the value of a soul.™

The most amazing thing is that
Christ proved to be our Friend
when we still did not know Him.
“For scarcely for a righteous man
will one die: yet peradventure for a
good man some would even dare
to die. But God commendeth his
love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us”
(Romans 5:7, 8).

“[God] permitted [His Son] to
meet life’s peril in common with
every human soul, to fight the bat-
tle as every child of humanity must
fight it, at the risk of failure and
eternal loss. . . . "Herein is love!
Wonder, O heavens! and be aston-
ished, O earth!”2

HE IS A FAITHFUL FRIEND

We consider a great privilege to
have a king, a president, or a
celebrity as a friend.

But the reality is that our
human friends might disappoint
us—not always because they want
to, but often simply because they
are just humans.

When Job was distressed and in
great need, when he had lost his
wealth and his children, he was for-
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saken by his servants, his relatives,
and even his friends. None could
understand or help him.

Sometimes when we share our
personal problems, burdens, feel-
ings or desires with our close
friends, we are disappointed as they
soon afterwards reveal our secrets
to others.

Other times, when we are in
great troubles or difficulties and are
in need of some guidance, help, or
deliverance, our earthly friends may
not be available or able to help us.
Whom will you and I turn to, my
dear friends?

Jesus is our faithful Friend who
is always available and who will
never disappoint us. He cares for
you. Your tears and your worries
might not be important to the rest
of the world but, if they mean
something to you, they are impor-
tant to Jesus.

Paul the apostle had this per-
sonal experience with Jesus: “At my
first answer no man stood with me,
but all men forsook me. . . .
Notwithstanding the Lord stood
with me, and strengthened me; . . .
and I was delivered out of the
mouth of the lion” (2 Timothy
4:16, 17).

Jesus is the Friend we can al-
ways count on; all other friends
might disappoint you, but Jesus
will not.

JESUS IS A CARING FRIEND

There is a saying: “In prosperity
our friends know us; in adversity
we know our friends.” No matter
the circumstances Jesus is always
present with us, even though we
cannot see or feel Him.

When in deep anguish, the pa-
triarch Job declared of God: “Be-
hold, I go forward, but he is not
there; and backward, but I cannot
perceive him: on the left hand,
where he doth work, but I cannot
behold him: he hideth himself on

the right hand, that I cannot see
him” (Job 23:8, 9).

These are those moments when
we face trials, when we or someone
we love is sick, when one of our
children is suffering, when someone
we care for is losing faith—and we
pray and nothing happens. . . . Then
we come to prayer meeting and ask
the whole church to pray and still
nothing happens. We ask God to
heal the person and the person dies,
or we ask God to relieve our suffer-
ing and we continue suffering; we
ask God to strengthen someone and
still such person leaves the church.

These are dark moments in our
life, when we need to have faith
and trust our Friend, and conclude
as Job did: “[The Lord] knoweth
the way that I take: when he hath
tried me, I shall come forth as
gold” (Job 23:10).

“The powers of darkness gather
about the soul and shut Jesus from
our sight, and at times we can only
wait in sorrow and amazement
until the cloud passes over. These
seasons are sometimes terrible.
Hope seems to fail, and despair
seizes upon us. In these dreadful
hours we must learn to trust, to de-
pend solely upon the merits of the
atonement, and in all our helpless
unworthiness cast ourselves upon
the merits of the crucified and risen
Saviour. We shall never perish
while we do this—never!”3

Do you know why, if we are
faithful, we shall never perish? Be-
cause even if you cannot see or feel
Jesus’ presence, He is still there;
faith is more than sight or feeling.

There is a hymn that says: “I
don’t need to understand—TI just
need to hold His hand.”

God never promised that we
would not pass through the valley of
shadow of death in this world, but
He promised something beautiful:
He promised to be with us in our
darkest moments. It is so good to
have such a Friend who really cares!
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Your tears and your worries might not be im-

portant to the rest of the world but, if they mean

something to you, they are important to Jesus.

ARE YOU HIS FRIEND?

Today most of us carry around
an agenda with phone numbers
and addresses. With many people
this directory is found in their cell
phone, and all the numbers of their
real friends are in there.

Because we are leading a busy
life, we don't call our friends very
often. In fact, some we almost never
call. But we always manage to find
time for our closest, best friend.

Is Jesus on your agenda? How
often do you talk to Him? Friends
like to talk. But a friendship does
not start suddenly; it gets stronger
when we talk often and come to
know our friend better.

You will never nourish a close
friendship with Jesus if you only
talk to Him quickly in the morning
and in the evening. A friendship
with Jesus is built by taking Him
with you wherever you go. He
wants to be part of your daily expe-
riences, He wants to be present in
your thoughts, your activities and
in every conversation, and He
wants to face problems with you.

The Bible talks about praying
without ceasing. In the first church
[ attended there was one brother
who used to tell us about a lady
who, while washing dishes, prayed
to God to wash out the impurities
of her heart. While sweeping the
floor she asked God to sweep the
dirt out of her heart.

That is the kind of friendship
Jesus expects from us. He wants us
to talk with Him while shopping,
driving, or performing any other
everyday task.
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Are you talking to Jesus while
browsing on the Internet? What
kind of pictures are you putting on
your profile? Have you asked Jesus
if these are the best pictures to rep-
resent His character?

When you go shopping for
clothes, are you taking Jesus with
you? Have you asked Him if these
are the best kind of clothes that
you as a Christian should wear?

Are you talking to Jesus about
the music you are listening to?

He wants you to be happy; He
will always help you to choose the
best. Your Friend died for you—are
you willing to live for Him?

Do you want to be His friend?

HOW CAN I BE HIS FRIEND?

Having a pure heart:

“He that loveth pureness of
heart, for the grace of his lips the
king shall be his friend” (Proverbs
22:11).

If my heart is pure my lips will
be pure. I will speak and answer to
others with tenderness, including
those from my family. My relation-
ships and everything else will be
pure; idolatry, fornication, and
adultery will not exist in my life.

Yielding and submitting to
Jesus:

“Ye are my friends, if ye do
whatsoever I command you” (John
15:14).

This verse is clear: To live in
friendship with Jesus we have to
obey Him. Obeying Him brings
forth good fruits, good works, and

happiness. That is what happens
when we walk and talk with Jesus
as our true Friend.

Then, my dear friends, if you
and [ want to be Jesus’ friends, we
are to keep on doing whatsoever
He commands us to do—all the
counsel of God (Acts 20:27)—
nothing more, nothing less. He has
full right and authority to com-
mand us to obey Him, because He
isn't like our common, earthly
friends. Rather He is our divine
Friend, our God, and our King,.

Abraham was called God's
friend (James 2:23). As he developed
a close friendship with God, he
obeyed God even to the point of not
sparing his only begotten son Isaac.

[ am sure Abraham had not
completely understood why God
asked that sacrifice from him, but
he believed, he trusted his Friend,
he yielded, submitted and obeyed.

Separating from the world
and its sins:

We often feel embarrassed and
ashamed of being different, but if
Jesus is our Friend we inevitably
will be different.

Friends who walk and talk
often to each other become alike;
they start liking and disliking the
same things.

I have seen many married cou-
ples that become so similar to each
other that even in their outward ap-
pearance they begin to look like
brother and sister.

The same thing happens in our
friendship with Jesus; we become
so similar to Him and so different
from the world.

We cannot be friends of Jesus
and of the world at the same time.
The apostle warned us: “Ye adulter-
ers and adulteresses, know ye not
that the friendship of the world is
enmity with God? whosoever there-
fore will be a friend of the world is
the enemy of God (James 4:4)
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Although our divine Friend
loved us and died for us sinners,
not being ashamed to be called “a
friend of publicans [tax collectors]
and sinners” (Matthew 11:19), He
nonetheless does not lower His
holy standards. He loves sinners
but not their sins.

So we must separate ourselves
from worldliness. We should espe-
cially be careful not to participate
in the things our worldly friends
do.

“Christians who connect them-
selves with worldly associations are
injuring themselves as well as mis-
leading others. Those who fear God
cannot choose the ungodly for
companions, and be themselves
unharmed. In these societies they
are brought under the influence of
worldly principles and customs,
and through the power of associa-
tion and habit the mind becomes
more and more conformed to the
worldling’s standard. Their love for
God grows cold, and they have no
desire for communion with Him.
They become spiritually blind.
They can see no particular differ-
ence between the transgressor of
God'’s law and those who fear God
and keep His commandments.”*

We also have to be careful with
the things of our friends inside the
church. Christ is our only Model—
not erring mortals. We do well in
remembering the words of the
apostle:

“But in a great house there are
not only vessels of gold and of sil-
ver, but also of wood and of earth;
and some to honour, and some to
dishonour.

“If a man therefore purge him-
self from these, he shall be a vessel
unto honour, sanctified, and meet
for the master’s use, and prepared
unto every good work” (2 Timothy
2:20, 21).

Paul did not hide the fact that
even among Christians there are
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those who do not serve the Lord
faithfully, and he counselled Timo-
thy to separate himself from such.

Someone may attend church
meetings or have godly parents, or
even be enrolled in the church
book. That is not enough for you
to have a close friendship with him
or her. The Bible says: “Even a
child is known by his doings,
whether his work be pure, and
whether it be right” (Proverbs
20:11). So if the doings of a person
are not pure and right, follow
Paul’s advice and purge yourself
from such doings.

God wants us to choose our
friends carefully because He knows
we will be affected by them. He
knows they influence the way we
talk, the way we dress, the way we
sing, the way we worship, and so
on. The wise man explained: “Tron
sharpeneth iron; so a man sharp-
eneth the countenance of his
friend” (Proverbs 27:17).

“Be not deceived: evil commu-
nications [companionships] cor-
rupt good manners” (1 Corinthians
15:33).

“Flee also youthful lusts: but
follow righteousness, faith, charity,
peace, with them that call on the
Lord out of a pure heart” (2 Timo-
thy 2:22).

THE REWARD OF CHRIST’S
FRIENDSHIP

Jesus promised blessings for the
one who chooses His friendship in-
stead of the world’s friendship. “He
shall receive an hundredfold now
in this time, houses, and brethren,
and sisters, and mothers, and chil-
dren, and lands, with persecutions;
and in the world to come eternal
life” (Mark 10:30).

If we choose the world we will
receive what the world can give us,
but if we choose Jesus we will re-
ceive what Jesus can give. “And the

world passeth away, and the lust
thereof: but he that doeth the will
of God abideth for ever” (1 John
2:17).

Friends defend each other. Do
you want Jesus to defend you here
today as well as in the judgment
day?

Many years ago a man was ac-
cused of a crime, so he asked his
friends to help him. The first
friend answered: “The only thing I
can do is buy a new garment for
you.” The second said: “The only
thing I can do is drive and escort
you up to the door of the court-
house.” The third one said: “I will
buy you a new garment, I will
drive and escort you to the court-
house, and I will talk for you be-
fore the judge.”

The first friend represents our
money—the only thing it can do
for us in the end is buy the coffin.
The second represents our friends
—the only thing they can do for us
in the end is drive us to the grave-
side. The third one is Jesus, who
can give us the new garment of His
righteousness, can drive us through
the time we are sleeping in the
grave, and can defend us before the
throne of judgment.

He will be the judge (John
5:22), but now He wants to be your
attorney (1 John 2:1).

Let us therefore choose today
the blessings of His friendship. To
all who make this choice, the Lord
says: “Henceforth I call you not ser-
vants; for the servant knoweth not
what his lord doeth: but I have
called you friends; for all things
that I have heard of my Father I
have made known unto you” (John
15:15).

References:
1 Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 196.
2 The Desire of Ages, p. 49.

3 Testimonies, vol. 1, pp. 309, 310.
4 Selected Messages, bk. 2, pp. 128, 129.
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As we grow, we gather these tangible things,
And then we rejoice in the joy that it brings.
But as the cold snowflake that falls in a night
Soon melts right away with the first ray of light,

In life there is much that we wish we could be: Just so are our treasures, our pleasure, our play:
We love to be youny and we love to be free. Each one is so different, but melts right away.
From the cradle, we’re reaching to have in our hold

The rattles or playthings we value like gold. But I held it; I had it to touch, taste and feel!

O, it’s gone now! I wonder—do I Know it was real?
So now here’s a question—what answer may be,

To this greatest, profoundest and vast mystery—
What then, my dear friend, is reality?

Reality flies on eagle’s wings

And God only Knows what next it brings,
Sometimes it causes a sorrowing heart,

Leaving loved ones and friends forever apart.
Then it brings joy and great pleasure untold

And we hardly can wait for the truth to unfold.
But that too flies on with such hastening speed—

Not considering rank, or one’s age or one’s need.

But whatever may come, be it joy or sorrow

Today it is here, but gone on the morrow;

Someday—1I Know and I'm sure—there will be

At last, an enduring true reality:

When the saved all shall stand on that great, glassy sea,

From sicKness and parting and sin ever free.

That, my dear friend, is REALITY!
—Benjamin Thiel
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